
We hope you’ll follow along daily, be deepened in your faith 
through the words of your Christian brothers and sisters, and 
prepare your heart to celebrate the birth of Christ.

In addition to this printed copy, you can also experience the 
devotionals in the following ways:

 » Read and listen online. Visit www.pts.edu/devotional.
 » Receive daily e-mails. Go to www.pts.edu/email, click 

“Signup for Seminary News,” and “Devotionals (Advent and 
Lent).”
 » Follow along on Facebook, Google+, and Twitter. 
 » Download our free Android or Apple app. Visit the 

store and search for “Devotions - Advent & Lent.”

Also, you can download an e-book of Pittsburgh Seminary faculty-
written prayers. Visit www.pts.edu/devotional.

Advent Devotional



2  Advent Devotional 2015

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2015

Written by Deborah Smith, Senior M.Div. Student at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

SCRIPTURE

Psalm 24

1 The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it,
the world, and those who live in it;
2 for he has founded it on the seas,
and established it on the rivers.

3 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,
who do not lift up their souls to what is false,
and do not swear deceitfully.
5 They will receive blessing from the LORD,
and vindication from the God of their salvation.
6 Such is the company of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.

7 Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
8 Who is the King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, O gates!
and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
that the King of glory may come in.
10 Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts,
he is the King of glory.

DEVOTIONAL

Advent is a unique time of transformation. We bring out 
special family recipes, get creative with appetizers, and try 
so many different kinds of cookies. The air is filled with 
cinnamon and pine. We hear songs about shepherds, angels, 
and joy as well as Frosty and Grandma’s unfortunate reindeer 
mishap. We bring trees inside and take lights outside. We don 
special clothes—some sparkly, others whimsical. We watch 
Rudolph, It’s a Wonderful Life, and A Christmas Carol. We 
spend time with people we haven’t seen in a while. During 
Advent, there is a transformation in what we see, smell, hear, 
eat, and do as we prepare to welcome Emmanuel. ‘God with 
us’ brings about an extraordinary transformation that lasts 
beyond the season. Here on this first day of Advent, let us lift 
up our heads and open wide the gates of our hearts that the 
King of Glory may come in.

PRAYER

King of Glory, come abide in our hearts and continuously 
transform us. Give us pure hearts to love you fully and clean 
hands to serve our neighbors with love. In the precious name 
of Emmanuel, Amen.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2015

Written by Taylor Barner, Senior M.Div. Student at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 21:1-11

1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything 
to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 
them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying,

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,
          Look, your king is coming to you,
          humble, and mounted on a donkey,
          and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 
they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on 
them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!
        Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
        Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, 
asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is 
the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

DEVOTIONAL

HOSANNA! Hosanna in the highest! It is an event that is 
seared into our minds, an event etched on our hearts—the 
triumphal entry of Jesus into the holy city of Jerusalem. 
What a sight to behold! There were people lining the road, 
spreading their cloaks, welcoming this prophet from Nazareth 
like He’s in the Macy’s parade. And we remember this event 
with joyful praise and the waving of palm branches. But what 
of Christ? What does our Lord see before him? What does he 
feel? With such joy He is welcomed in, but amidst the praise 
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and joy there is the somber knowledge of what is to come in 
the next few days.  The poor carpenter’s son, welcomed as a 
king, the One True King, come to die so that we may live. So 
come, spread your cloak upon the road and wave that palm 
branch. Shout hosanna! For the King has come!

PRAYER

Triumphant Lord, we praise you with shouts of “Hosanna!” 
May our hearts receive you with loud thanksgiving. Forgive 
us, O God, and turn us back toward your Son, that we may 
spread our cloaks and prepare for his coming. In Christ’s great 
name we pray this prayer and all the hidden prayers of our 
hearts. Amen.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2015

Written by the Rev. Dr. Steven Tuell, James A. Kelso Professor 
of Hebrew and Old Testament at Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 21:12-22

12 Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who 
were selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the 
tables of the money changers and the seats of those who 
sold doves. 13 He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall 
be called a house of prayer’; but you are making it a den of 
robbers.”

14 The blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and 
he cured them. 15 But when the chief priests and the scribes 
saw the amazing things that he did, and heard the children 
crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” 
they became angry 16 and said to him, “Do you hear what 
these are saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never 
read, ‘Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies you 
have prepared praise for yourself’?” 17 He left them, went 
out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night there.

18 In the morning, when he returned to the city, he was 
hungry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by the side of the road, he 
went to it and found nothing at all on it but leaves. Then he 
said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And the 
fig tree withered at once. 20 When the disciples saw it, they 
were amazed, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” 
21 Jesus answered them, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith 
and do not doubt, not only will you do what has been done 
to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted 
up and thrown into the sea,’ it will be done. 22 Whatever 
you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.”

DEVOTIONAL

In today’s gospel, Jesus twice quotes from Scripture. While 
driving from the temple those who buy and sell, Jesus says, 
“It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’ 
[Isa 56:7]; but you are making it a den of robbers [Jer 7:11]” 
(Mt 21:13). In contrast to those who would restrict worship 
to those able to pay, Jesus welcomes all comers, healing the 
sick and even accepting the happy songs of children.  When 
criticized, he again quotes from Scripture: “Yes; have you 
never read, ‘Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies 
you have prepared praise for yourself’?” (Mt 21:16; cf. Ps 
8:2). The first quotation places Jesus among the prophets; 
the second affirms him as God! In this Advent season, may 
we prepare for the coming of Christ’s kingdom through true 
worship, joining our praises to the songs of children and of 
outcasts.

PRAYER

Holy Lord, may your Spirit set our hearts ablaze with your 
prophetic zeal for justice. When we are tempted to act as 
gatekeepers and brokers, remind us that your presence is not 
a commodity that we control, but a power that transforms 
our lives and our world. Maranatha—Come Lord Jesus! 
Amen.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2015

Written by Danielle Graham ’14, FAME (Fund for the 
Advancement of Minorities Through Education)

SCRIPTURE

Psalm 17

1 Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend to my cry;
give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit.
2 From you let my vindication come;
let your eyes see the right.
3 If you try my heart, if you visit me by night,
if you test me, you will find no wickedness in me;
my mouth does not transgress.
4 As for what others do, by the word of your lips
I have avoided the ways of the violent.
5 My steps have held fast to your paths;
my feet have not slipped.
6 I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God;
incline your ear to me, hear my words.
7 Wondrously show your steadfast love,
O savior of those who seek refuge
from their adversaries at your right hand.
8 Guard me as the apple of the eye;
hide me in the shadow of your wings,
9 from the wicked who despoil me,
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my deadly enemies who surround me.
10 They close their hearts to pity;
with their mouths they speak arrogantly.
11 They track me down; now they surround me;
they set their eyes to cast me to the ground.
12 They are like a lion eager to tear,
like a young lion lurking in ambush.
13 Rise up, O LORD, confront them, overthrow them!
By your sword deliver my life from the wicked,
14 from mortals — by your hand, O LORD —
from mortals whose portion in life is in this world.
May their bellies be filled with what you have stored up for 
them;
may their children have more than enough;
may they leave something over to their little ones.
15 As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness;
when I awake I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.

DEVOTIONAL

This psalm is an interesting bedtime prayer. As opposed 
to the sweet prayer we teach or were taught to recite as 
children “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my 
soul to keep…” we find David offering a desperate prayer of 
protection and revenge and vindication. David is practically 
begging God to pay attention to his prayer and request for 
help. Protect me from these evil people who seek to destroy 
me. But what if the evil, the callous hearts, the mouths that 
speak arrogance and the ferocious lions seeking to devour 
your joy, peace, progress, and faithfulness are coming from 
within? What if your own mind, your own unforgiving heart, 
your own fears, your own self-loathing or self-hatred are your 
biggest enemies? Advent is a time of introspection as we 
wait in anticipation for the proof of the promise of our Savior. 
Christ came to save us even from ourselves.

PRAYER

Gracious God, I pray that during this Advent season you will 
help make us mindful and aware of the things within that 
seek to destroy us. Help us to pray just as desperately that 
you protect us and avenge us from thoughts of self-hatred, 
callous and bitter hearts, depression, grief, unforgiveness, 
shame, isolation, stagnation, and all the dark lioness things 
that often grip your people during the holiday season. I 
pray that you give to all of us peace and renewed joy and 
a glimmer of hope during this time. Let us be satisfied with 
seeing Your likeness, for we were all made in Your image 
and after Your likeness.  We wait in anticipation and with 
expectation and gratitude of what You will do in our lives and 
in this season. We pray all these things in Your precious Son, 
Jesus’, name. Amen.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2015

Written by the Rev. Dr. John P. Burgess, James Henry 
Snowden Professor of Systematic Theology at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary

SCRIPTURE

Amos 4: 6-13

6  I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities,
         and lack of bread in all your places,
     yet you did not return to me,
             says the LORD.

7  And I also withheld the rain from you
         when there were still three months to the harvest;
     I would send rain on one city,
         and send no rain on another city;
     one field would be rained upon,
         and the field on which it did not rain withered;

8 so two or three towns wandered to one town
         to drink water, and were not satisfied;
     yet you did not return to me,
             says the LORD.

9  I struck you with blight and mildew;
         I laid waste your gardens and your vineyards;
         the locust devoured your fig trees and your olive trees;
     yet you did not return to me,
             says the LORD.

10 I sent among you a pestilence after the manner of Egypt;
         I killed your young men with the sword;
     I carried away your horses;
         and I made the stench of your camp go up into your   
     nostrils;
     yet you did not return to me,
             says the LORD.

11 I overthrew some of you,
         as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah,
         and you were like a brand snatched from the fire;
     yet you did not return to me,
             says the LORD.

12 Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel;
         because I will do this to you,
         prepare to meet your God, O Israel!

13 For lo, the one who forms the mountains, creates the 
wind,
         reveals his thoughts to mortals,
     makes the morning darkness,
         and treads on the heights of the earth —
         the LORD, the God of hosts, is his name!
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DEVOTIONAL

During Advent, we sing, “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall 
come to thee, O Israel!” And when the Church proclaims the 
birth of Jesus, other lovely refrains will resound:

“Hark! The herald angels sing, ‘Glory to the new-born King!”

“O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore him, O 
come, O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!”

“Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.”

But we hear from the prophet Amos a very different refrain:

“Yet you did not return to me.”

Despite all the Lord’s efforts to get Israel’s attention—“I gave 
you no bread, I withheld the rain, I struck you with blight and 
mildew, I sent pestilence”— they did not return.

Therefore, declares Amos, “Prepare, O Israel, to meet your 
God!”

Have we paid attention? The God whom we will meet in the 
Christ child longs for us to return to Him.

PRAYER

Lord, You form the mountains, create the wind, and reveal 
Your thoughts to mortal human beings. Prepare us to return 
us to you through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2015

Written by Susan Blank ’15, Providing pulpit supply and 
seeking ordination in the PCUSA

SCRIPTURE

Amos 5:1-17

1 Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O 
house of Israel:

2 Fallen, no more to rise,
         is maiden Israel;
     forsaken on her land,
         with no one to raise her up.

3 For thus says the Lord GOD:
     The city that marched out a thousand
         shall have a hundred left,
     and that which marched out a hundred
         shall have ten left.

4 For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel:
     Seek me and live;
5 but do not seek Bethel,
     and do not enter into Gilgal
         or cross over to Beer-sheba;
     for Gilgal shall surely go into exile,
         and Bethel shall come to nothing.

6 Seek the LORD and live,
     or he will break out against the house of Joseph like 
         fire,
         and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.
7 Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
         and bring righteousness to the ground!

8 The one who made the Pleiades and Orion,
         and turns deep darkness into the morning,
         and darkens the day into night,
     who calls for the waters of the sea,
         and pours them out on the surface of the earth,
     the LORD is his name,
9 who makes destruction flash out against the strong,
         so that destruction comes upon the fortress.

10 They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
         and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.
11 Therefore because you trample on the poor
         and take from them levies of grain,
     you have built houses of hewn stone,
         but you shall not live in them;
     you have planted pleasant vineyards,
         but you shall not drink their wine.
12 For I know how many are your transgressions,
         and how great are your sins —
    you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
         and push aside the needy in the gate.
13 Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
         for it is an evil time.

14 Seek good and not evil,
         that you may live;
     and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
         just as you have said.
15 Hate evil and love good,
         and establish justice in the gate;
     it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
         will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

16 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord:
     In all the squares there shall be wailing;
         and in all the streets they shall say, “Alas! alas!”
     They shall call the farmers to mourning,
         and those skilled in lamentation, to wailing;
17 in all the vineyards there shall be wailing,
         for I will pass through the midst of you,
             says the LORD.
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DEVOTIONAL

Recently a short home video went viral. A father was 
questioning his toddler daughter about why she had painted 
her Barbie doll (and the carpet!) with blue nail polish. The 
little girl claimed that Barbie told her to do it, and she tried 
so hard to resist. But Barbie “said ‘yes,’ one hundred times, 
Barbie said ‘yes!’” This video reminded me of the many voices 
clamoring for our attention—especially at this time of year. 
“Buy this; you need it.” “Give this to make them happy.” 
“It’s expensive, but you’re worth it.” “The biggest sale of the 
season!” Spend your way to a joyous Christmas. The voices 
say “yes,” 100 times they say “yes!” It can be hard to resist.

The prophet Amos warns of the destructive powers of 
consumerism and self-interest that cause us to “push 
aside the needy in the gate.” But Jesus has moved into the 
neighborhood, and we can no longer pretend that the only 
voice we hear is Barbie’s.

PRAYER

Gracious and loving God, Jesus has shown us the way of 
service to the least and the lost. Quiet the clamor around us 
that we might attend to those long-silenced and “establish 
justice in the gate.” Amen.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2015

Written by the Rev. Joseph Hedden Jr. ‘97, Pastor, Emmanuel 
Reformed United Church of Christ, Export, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

Psalm 90

1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place
           in all generations.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth,
           or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
           from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

3 You turn us back to dust,
           and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
4 For a thousand years in your sight
           are like yesterday when it is past,
           or like a watch in the night.

5 You sweep them away; they are like a dream,
           like grass that is renewed in the morning;
6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;
           in the evening it fades and withers.

7 For we are consumed by your anger;
           by your wrath we are overwhelmed.

8   You have set our iniquities before you,
           our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

9   For all our days pass away under your wrath;
           our years come to an end like a sigh.
10 The days of our life are seventy years,
           or perhaps eighty, if we are strong;
      even then their span is only toil and trouble;
           they are soon gone, and we fly away.

11 Who considers the power of your anger?
           Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you.
12 So teach us to count our days
           that we may gain a wise heart.

13 Turn, O LORD! How long?
           Have compassion on your servants!
14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
           so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
15 Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us,
           and as many years as we have seen evil.
16 Let your work be manifest to your servants,
           and your glorious power to their children.
17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,
           and prosper for us the work of our hands —
           O prosper the work of our hands!

DEVOTIONAL

Is there any time in American culture more thinly sentimental 
than “the holiday season”? There is an expectation, even in 
the church, that we must be happy in December surrounding 
ourselves with plastic and neon trinkets that shout “GLAD 
TIDINGS!” One almost feels morally inferior for admitting any 
nuanced emotion beside a shallow cheer.

How refreshing, then, this Advent to turn to Psalm 90! Psalm 
90 is a realist’s view of the tough moments in life. No tinsel 
and hot cocoa here. Rather, the Psalmist truthfully reports the 
alienation of humanity, being bound as we are by mortality 
and sin. Alongside our human experiences of dead-ends and 
bramble bushes, fears and anger, we discover the source 
of true joy: God and God’s works. God’s revelation pierces 
human struggle and a deep and authentic joy emerges (verse 
14). May we all experience such joy this Advent.

PRAYER

O God, you have been our dwelling place throughout the 
ages. As we reflect back on our lives, we can see your hands 
at work, molding us and shaping us. May we encounter you 
deeply today and may we be joyful in your unending love and 
grace. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2015

Written by Jon Chillinsky, Middler M.Div. Student at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

SCRIPTURE

2 Thessalonians 1:5-12

5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, and is 
intended to make you worthy of the kingdom of God, for 
which you are also suffering. 6 For it is indeed just of God 
to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give 
relief to the afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, 
inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on 
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These 
will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, separated 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 
might, 10 when he comes to be glorified by his saints and 
to be marveled at on that day among all who have believed, 
because our testimony to you was believed. 11 To this end 
we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you 
worthy of his call and will fulfill by his power every good 
resolve and work of faith, 12 so that the name of our Lord 
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to 
the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
     
DEVOTIONAL

“God is just...” (2 Thess 1:6a), yet is often proclaimed 
to be unjust. How can God truly be just if he commands 
whole people groups to be killed or condemns people to 
“everlasting destruction” for simply not knowing or obeying 
the gospel?

Sometimes it is the starting point of our thinking that 
determines the outcome. Choosing to start with the fact 
that God is just and then trying to understand how this is 
so in relation to the seemingly contrary ends with Paul’s 
conclusion, a prayer. A prayer that glorifies Jesus in believers 
and vice versa. And in this Advent season when we proceed 
in memory toward the birth of our Lord, we pray in the same 
way Paul did.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father we come before you, through Jesus, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, with reverent hearts. Spirit guide 
our choices and soften our hearts so we can do good by 
faith. Help us understand your justice in this unjust world and 
make sense of where you want us to be. We thank you Lord 
Jesus. Amen.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2015

Written by Rebecca DePoe, Senior M.Div. Student at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

SCRIPTURE

Psalm 40

1 I waited patiently for the LORD;
           he inclined to me and heard my cry.
2  He drew me up from the desolate pit,
           out of the miry bog,
      and set my feet upon a rock,
           making my steps secure.
3  He put a new song in my mouth,
           a song of praise to our God.
      Many will see and fear,
           and put their trust in the LORD.

4  Happy are those who make
           the LORD their trust,
      who do not turn to the proud,
           to those who go astray after false gods.
5  You have multiplied, O LORD my God,
           your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us;
           none can compare with you.
      Were I to proclaim and tell of them,
           they would be more than can be counted.

6  Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,
           but you have given me an open ear.
      Burnt offering and sin offering
           you have not required.
7  Then I said, “Here I am;
           in the scroll of the book it is written of me.
8  I delight to do your will, O my God;
           your law is within my heart.”

9  I have told the glad news of deliverance
           in the great congregation;
      see, I have not restrained my lips,
           as you know, O LORD.

10 I have not hidden your saving help within my heart,
           I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;
      I have not concealed your steadfast love and your   
           faithfulness from the great congregation.

11 Do not, O LORD, withhold
           your mercy from me;
      let your steadfast love and your faithfulness
           keep me safe forever.
12 For evils have encompassed me
           without number;
      my iniquities have overtaken me,
           until I cannot see;
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      they are more than the hairs of my head,
           and my heart fails me.
13 Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me;
           O LORD, make haste to help me.
14 Let all those be put to shame and confusion
           who seek to snatch away my life;
      let those be turned back and brought to dishonor
           who desire my hurt.
15 Let those be appalled because of their shame
           who say to me, “Aha, Aha!”
16 But may all who seek you
           rejoice and be glad in you;
      may those who love your salvation
           say continually, “Great is the LORD!”
17 As for me, I am poor and needy,
           but the Lord takes thought for me.
      You are my help and my deliverer;
           do not delay, O my God.

DEVOTIONAL

The poem “Yesterday’s Pain,” by Ann Weems, explains our 
need for deliverance during Advent:

Some of us walk into Advent
                 tethered to our unresolved yesterdays
                                 the pain still stabbing
                                 the hurt still throbbing.

It’s not that we don’t know better;
                 it’s just that we can’t stand up anymore by   
     ourselves.
On the way to Bethlehem,
                 will you give us a hand?

Amid the hustle and bustle of Advent, it’s easy to forget 
why we need a Savior. We need a Savior because we cannot 
deliver ourselves from yesterday’s pain.

But our deliverance is best embodied in Christian community. 
The Psalmist writes, “I have told the glad news of deliverance 
in the great congregation; see, I have not restrained my 
lips . . . I have not concealed your steadfast love and your 
faithfulness from the great congregation.”

On your journey to Bethlehem this Advent, I encourage 
you to reflect on the role Christian community plays in your 
deliverance from yesterday’s pain. Yes, we need a Savior 
to deliver us from yesterday’s pain, but we also need a 
community of faith to remind us hat our identity comes from 
our deliverance, not from yesterday’s pain.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we look with anticipation for the birth of 
your Son to deliver us from yesterday’s pain. We pray this 
Advent that you would provide us with great congregations 

to give us a hand when we can’t stand up by ourselves 
anymore. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2015

Written by the Rev. Heather D. Runser ’14, Director of 
Christian Education and Youth Ministries, Grace United 
Methodist Church, Coshocton, Ohio

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 22:34-46

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to 
him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the 
greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them this question: 42 “What do you think of the 
Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of 
David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then that David by the 
Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit 
at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 
45 If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46 
No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day 
did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

DEVOTIONAL

Love. It is a simple word, and yet it is complex in its simplicity. 
As people of faith, and especially as persons who are called 
to serve in some kind of public ministry, we think we know 
how to love. Loving God appears to come as easily to us as 
breathing, and we have loving others down to a science. We 
pray with strangers, help the poor, feed the hungry, and visit 
those who are in prison. But how well do we love ourselves? 
How are we with self-care? What if we loved ourselves as we 
do our neighbors? How would that transform your ministry? 
Advent is often the busiest season, and it is easy to forget to 
love and take care of ourselves. Practice what you preach. 
Spend time in the Word and in prayer. Do something you 
love. Love yourself this season, and watch God transform 
you!

PRAYER

Dear Lord, this Advent season is one of the most joyous and 
yet stressful times of the year. As we rush about getting 
everything ready for Christmas, let us not forget to prepare 
our hearts. Help us to keep our focus on you and not lose 
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ourselves in the process. We ask all this in your precious, holy 
name. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2015

Written by the Rev. Chelsea Leitcher ’13, PCUSA Teaching 
Elder and Staff Chaplain, Marian Regional Medical Center 
Santa Maria, Calif.

SCRIPTURE

Psalm 147:1-11

1   Praise the Lord!
           How good it is to sing praises to our God;
           for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
2   The Lord builds up Jerusalem;
           he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
3   He heals the brokenhearted,
           and binds up their wounds.
4   He determines the number of the stars;
           he gives to all of them their names.
5   Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;
           his understanding is beyond measure.
6   The Lord lifts up the downtrodden;
           he casts the wicked to the ground.

7   Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving;
           make melody to our God on the lyre.
8   He covers the heavens with clouds,
           prepares rain for the earth,
           makes grass grow on the hills.
9   He gives to the animals their food,
           and to the young ravens when they cry.
10 His delight is not in the strength of the horse,
           nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;
11 but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him,
           in those who hope in his steadfast love.

DEVOTIONAL

Each day I drive through the strawberry fields on my way 
to work. Working in the fields is dangerous, backbreaking, 
and demoralizing work. An expensive sports car briefly parts 
the haze of dust, manure, and pesticides whizzing toward a 
coastal vacation home. And the agricultural workers continue 
for hours either fully bent over picking strawberries or being 
made to take their heavy loads at a run to the trucks that 
keep us fed. Psalm 147 reminds us of the tension between 
God’s intention for the created order and the current reality in 
which we live. It presents a model for how the world ought 
to be, in stark contrast to the reality in which we live. It gives 
us hope, in this Advent season of waiting, that the injustices 
and separations that plague us today will not last.

PRAYER

Lord of all, help me to see those I would rather ignore. Help 
me to listen in a tongue I did not originally speak. Grant me 
the compassion and love to see all in my community as my 
neighbor and friend. Amen.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2015

Written by the Rev. William (BT) Gilligan ’11, Pastor, California 
United Methodist Church, California, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

Psalm 147:12-20

12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!
            Praise your God, O Zion!
13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
            he blesses your children within you.
14 He grants peace within your borders;
            he fills you with the finest of wheat.
15 He sends out his command to the earth;
            his word runs swiftly.
16 He gives snow like wool;
            he scatters frost like ashes.
17 He hurls down hail like crumbs —
          who can stand before his cold?
18 He sends out his word, and melts them;
            he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow.
19 He declares his word to Jacob,
            his statutes and ordinances to Israel.
20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
            they do not know his ordinances.
     Praise the Lord!

DEVOTIONAL

Securing gates, blessing children, establishing borders, giving 
the best wheat, commanding the earth, spreading snow, 
scattering frost, and proclaiming words to people. So many 
things God is doing—how does God possibly balance all 
of them? How does God keep all those plates spinning at 
the same time? The simple answer is that God is the most 
supreme being ever. While that answer is correct, it also 
leaves out one of the more personal aspects of God.

The whole reason God is working this hard and is this 
dedicated is because God is playing favorites. God is biased 
toward those whom God created. The God of the universe is 
insanely in love with humanity, not just humanity as a whole, 
but you. The God of the universe who commands the earth is 
madly in love with you. You are loved so much that the same 
God who commands the earth was born of a virgin and lived 
among us as Jesus. In the midst of all that we have going 
on this time of year it can be very easy to forget about the 
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reason why we do these things. Just as we keep all the plates 
spinning for those we love, the God of the universe keeps all 
the plates spinning because of a great love for us that was 
exemplified in Jesus.

PRAYER

Almighty God, with so many plates to keep spinning remind 
us that you keep all the plates spinning and keep it all going 
because of your great love for us. Amen.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2015

Written by Diane Flynn, Senior M.Div. Student at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary

SCRIPTURE
 
Psalm 130

1   Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.
2         Lord, hear my voice!
     Let your ears be attentive
           to the voice of my supplications!

3   If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
           Lord, who could stand?
4   But there is forgiveness with you,
           so that you may be revered.

5   I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
           and in his word I hope;
6   my soul waits for the Lord
           more than those who watch for the morning,
           more than those who watch for the morning.

7   O Israel, hope in the LORD!
           For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
           and with him is great power to redeem.
8   It is he who will redeem Israel
           from all its iniquities.

DEVOTIONAL

For Christians, the Advent season is a time to celebrate the 
expectancy of our savior, Jesus Christ—the one God promised 
would take away the sin of the world. But for some, Advent 
can be a time of inward spiritual torment. Sin has a way of 
separating us from God, from a faithful relationship which 
had once been our delight and joy. Like the psalmist, we cry 
out to our creator in the depths of despair. While there is no 
one without sin, the promise of God is forgiveness. Faith has 
come, and with it we see that God’s forgiveness can ensure 
that state of reverence which God desires to see in all of us. 
As we celebrate with expectancy the coming of our savior, we 
are reminded of God’s redeeming love. Our guilt is washed 

away by the blessed assurance of forgiveness and restoration 
in the hope of God’s unbreakable Word.

PRAYER

Holy God, we thank you that as surely as the morning comes 
after the night, so surely will your promise of forgiveness 
and mercy restore our hearts to a deeper faith in you. As we 
celebrate with great expectation the coming of our savior, 
help us to remember with confidence that we will not seek or 
wait in vain. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2015

Written by Matthew Morris, Senior M.Div. student at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

SCRIPTURE

Revelation 3:1-6

1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are 
the words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the 
seven stars:

“‘I know your works; you have a name of being alive, but you 
are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is on 
the point of death, for I have not found your works perfect 
in the sight of my God. 3 Remember then what you received 
and heard; obey it, and repent. If you do not wake up, I will 
come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will 
come to you. 4 Yet you have still a few persons in Sardis who 
have not soiled their clothes; they will walk with me, dressed 
in white, for they are worthy. 5 If you conquer, you will be 
clothed like them in white robes, and I will not blot your 
name out of the book of life; I will confess your name before 
my Father and before his angels. 6 Let anyone who has an 
ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.’”

DEVOTIONAL

Every year during Advent, I find myself listening to the 
same song at least once: “Rebel Jesus,” performed by 
the Chieftains and Jackson Browne. It’s certainly a unique 
Christmas song. Rather than celebrating Christ’s glorious 
destiny and humble birth, it is all about His message, 
particularly His concern for the least of us. It’s an important 
reminder for me, just like this passage, that as much as I 
might want to “take Advent off,” using it as a time for rest, 
reconnecting, and maybe a dash of introspection and prayer, 
preparing the way for Christ involves much more. It means 
opening my eyes and heart to the suffering and lonely and 
extending Christ’s message of healing to them in turn. It’s 
not easy, especially when the world seems so dark, as it has 
this year, but it’s in the darkest times that Christ calls us to be 
light.
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PRAYER

Christ our Savior and Guide, wash us clean this Advent, that 
our lives may be light in the cold, dark places of our world. 
Lead us, we pray, in your name. Amen.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2015

Written by the Rev. Elizabeth Wallace ’07, Pastor, Knox and 
Ellport Presbyterian Churches, Ellwood City, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

Philippians 4:4-7

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let 
your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.

DEVOTIONAL

My earliest memories are from church: sitting on my mom’s 
lap, playing with the beads of her necklace while the minister 
preached; nestled next to my dad as we sang the hymns 
together. Long before I understood what was being said in 
the sermon, the hymns became part of me. Advent always 
makes me think of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” As a 
child, I didn’t understand the theology behind these words. 
But it struck me today that this instruction to rejoice happens 
while Israel is still in exile. Even in the midst of the gloomy 
clouds of night and the dark shadows, the call comes, 
“Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!” 
Advent hymns and Christmas carols shape our faith. They 
remind us that no matter how dark the world may seem, God 
is near, offering the Light of the World, which the darkness 
cannot overcome.

PRAYER

Holy God, Creator of the stars of night, we give you thanks 
for the light that you continually offer to us. May we carry 
that same light into the world, giving hope to those in 
darkness. Amen.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2015

Written by the Rev. Anthony Hita ’13, Senior Pastor, 
Stahlstown United Methodist Charge, Stahlstown, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

Psalm 40

1   I waited patiently for the LORD;
           he inclined to me and heard my cry.
2   He drew me up from the desolate pit,
           out of the miry bog,
      and set my feet upon a rock,
           making my steps secure.
3   He put a new song in my mouth,
           a song of praise to our God.
      Many will see and fear,
           and put their trust in the LORD.

4   Happy are those who make
           the LORD their trust,
      who do not turn to the proud,
           to those who go astray after false gods.
5   You have multiplied, O LORD my God,
           your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us;
           none can compare with you.
     Were I to proclaim and tell of them,
           they would be more than can be counted.

6   Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,
           but you have given me an open ear.
     Burnt offering and sin offering
           you have not required.
7   Then I said, “Here I am;
           in the scroll of the book it is written of me.
8   I delight to do your will, O my God;
           your law is within my heart.”

9   I have told the glad news of deliverance
           in the great congregation;
      see, I have not restrained my lips,
           as you know, O LORD.

10 I have not hidden your saving help within my heart,
           I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;
     I have not concealed your steadfast love and your   
     faithfulness
           from the great congregation.

11 Do not, O LORD, withhold
           your mercy from me;
      let your steadfast love and your faithfulness
           keep me safe forever.

12 For evils have encompassed me
           without number;
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      my iniquities have overtaken me,
           until I cannot see;
      they are more than the hairs of my head,
           and my heart fails me.

13 Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me;
           O LORD, make haste to help me.
14 Let all those be put to shame and confusion
           who seek to snatch away my life;
      let those be turned back and brought to dishonor
           who desire my hurt.
15 Let those be appalled because of their shame
           who say to me, “Aha, Aha!”

16 But may all who seek you
           rejoice and be glad in you;
      may those who love your salvation
           say continually, “Great is the LORD!”
17 As for me, I am poor and needy,
           but the Lord takes thought for me.
      You are my help and my deliverer;
           do not delay, O my God.

DEVOTIONAL

Christmas is a time when we celebrate and remember the 
deliverance that came in Christ so long ago.  But in the midst 
of the holiday season, it can be easy to forget God is still 
a God of deliverance and hope. The Psalmist writes of the 
LORD drawing the writer up from a desolate pit. We might 
be tempted to stop there; after all, most of us probably recall 
a time that God has delivered us. But the Psalmist doesn’t 
stop there. They go on to say that they will not hide the 
news of their deliverance; they will tell others of God’s great 
faithfulness. This Christmas there will be so much to draw our 
attention. But in the midst of the celebrating, don’t forget 
that this world still has many seeking to be drawnup from 
deep pits. Don’t hide the message of deliverance—proclaim it 
and live it out for the benefit of others.

PRAYER

Dear Lord of deliverance, open my eyes this season to see 
those who are in need that I may proclaim your steadfast love 
and faithfulness in word and in deed, that all who seek You 
may rejoice and be glad in Your salvation. Amen.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2015

Written by the Rev. Michael Haddox ‘12, Youth Pastor, 
Meridian Presbyterian Church, Butler, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

Psalm 146

1   Praise the LORD!
      Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2   I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
           I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

3   Do not put your trust in princes,
           in mortals, in whom there is no help.
4   When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
           on that very day their plans perish.

5   Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
           whose hope is in the LORD their God,
6   who made heaven and earth,
           the sea, and all that is in them;
     who keeps faith forever;
7   who executes justice for the oppressed;
           who gives food to the hungry.

     The LORD sets the prisoners free;
8      the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
      The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
           the LORD loves the righteous.
9   The LORD watches over the strangers;
           he upholds the orphan and the widow,
           but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

10 The LORD will reign forever,
           your God, O Zion, for all generations.
      Praise the LORD!

DEVOTIONAL

Christmas is a time of anticipation. For some of us, it is a 
desired present, visits and dinners with family, or that long 
awaited winter holiday. For those of us in the church, we 
celebrate the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ, and eagerly 
anticipate his second coming. However, for many of us, the 
preparation is only for a season. As January rolls around, it 
will be back to our regular routines.

The Psalmist reminds us to praise the LORD, not just for what 
God did or will do, but for what God is doing, made known 
through the incarnation of Jesus Christ. Through the power 
of the spirit, Jesus is still active today.

To prepare for Christmas is to abandon our plans and bear 
witness to Jesus, not just as a baby, or one who will come 
again, but to the man Jesus who reigns for us.

PRAYER

Father, open our eyes, that we may see the presence of 
Jesus in our midst, and have the courage to faithfully and 
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continually reflect his love and grace to those around us. In 
the name of Jesus, Amen.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2015

Written by Maggie Smith, Senior M.Div. Student at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary

SCRIPTURE
 
Matthew 24:45-51

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom his master 
has put in charge of his household, to give the other slaves 
their allowance of food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that 
slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives. 
47 Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his 
possessions. 48 But if that wicked slave says to himself, ‘My 
master is delayed,’ 49 and he begins to beat his fellow slaves, 
and eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 the master of that 
slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at 
an hour that he does not know. 51 He will cut him in pieces 
and put him with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.”

DEVOTIONAL

Often we find ourselves so caught up in trying to make things 
easier for ourselves or faster or cheaper that many times we 
end up making life more difficult than if we just did it the 
right way.

What if doing things the way they were intended to be done 
is part of what makes the finished product so great? This text 
suggests that patiently waiting what is to come requires living 
into the kingdom of God today. In this Advent season we 
humble ourselves before God as we celebrate the event that 
changed everything. God came to give us life and life to the 
full, and so let us live like this. Let us live as if living is a means 
within itself and not a means to an end. This is where we 
will meet God and learn to await patiently all that God has 
offered and continues to offer.

PRAYER

God, you are the God of the present, not just of the past or 
the future. Help us to live into this life that you have created 
for us. Help us to see it the way you do—full of possibilities 
and hope and comfort. And help us to see you in the timely, 
detailed, and oftentimes difficult everyday tasks of life. Amen.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2015

Written by the Rev. Drew Myers ’15, Pastor-in-Charge, Center 
United Methodist Church, Natrona Heights, Pa., and Pastor 
of Young Adult Ministries, Zion United Methodist Church, 
Sarver, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 25:1-13

1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 
As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy 
and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here 
is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 
are going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be 
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers 
and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy 
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went 
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 
11 Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know 
you.’ 13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day 
nor the hour.”

DEVOTIONAL

It is interesting to ponder exactly how routine life has 
become for many of us because of the importance placed 
on timing. Nearly everything that we do in our lives is based 
around how quickly the hands of the clock are moving. The 
work scheduled is about time, the Sunday morning worship 
schedule is timed, the class day is timed. Even entertainment, 
which should be simply “free” time, adheres to the television 
or movie time schedule. “We now interrupt your previously 
scheduled program for this announcement: Where is Jesus in 
this time schedule?” It is pretty tough to “keep watch” for 
something we do not know the day or hour of, when every 
minute of our lives is scheduled elsewhere. Perhaps we need 
to pay more attention to those not-scheduled times in our 
lives.

PRAYER

Eternal God, as we wait for the time of your Son, we ask for 
peace of our hearts. Help us to embrace those times in our 
lives when we escape our schedules, and draw closer to you. 
Let us see your greatness over everything that we do. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2015

Written by Alina Kanaski, Senior M.Div. Student at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary
 
SCRIPTURE

John 3:16-21

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life.

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 
already, because they have not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light 
has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do 
evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their 
deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their 
deeds have been done in God.”

DEVOTIONAL

Jesus was sent into the world—not just sent, but born, born 
into a human body to save humanity. The eternal light, the 
Word, was born into flesh. We celebrate that miracle even 
as we mourn what we know is coming. Death comes out 
of life, life of death. A circle, broken by Jesus’ death and 
resurrection—a break started by a simple moment where a 
mother looked down at her newborn son.

Her newborn son—the light of the world. The promised 
Messiah. Light come to drive out darkness, and all for love. 
A love greater than a mother’s for her child, greater than a 
husband’s for his wife, or a wife’s for her husband, greater 
than their love of their God in whom they placed their faith 
by agreeing to be together despite it all. A love greater than 
we can imagine and greater than we can comprehend. A love 
that encompasses the whole world.

That is what this child is born out of. That is the kind of love 
that Jesus is, the kind of love that drives out darkness and 
the kind of love that wants to save far more than it wants to 
condemn. It is the kind of love that leads to total sacrifice.

PRAYER

God of light, we bask in Your light and Your love this Advent, 
reminded of the manifestation of Your love. Give us the 
courage to come into the light and believe in the name of 
Your son. Amen.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2015

Written by Rebecca Dix ’15, Th.M. Student at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary and Co-interim Youth Director, 
Sewickley Presbyterian Church, Sewickley, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

Zephaniah 3:14-20

14   Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
 shout, O Israel!
       Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
 O daughter Jerusalem!
15   The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
 he has turned away your enemies.
        The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
        you shall fear disaster no more.
16   On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
       Do not fear, O Zion;
 do not let your hands grow weak.
17   The LORD, your God, is in your midst,
 a warrior who gives victory,
        he will rejoice over you with gladness,
        he will renew you in his love;
        he will exult over you with loud singing
18    as on a day of festival.
        I will remove disaster from you,
       so that you will not bear reproach for it.
19   I will deal with all your oppressors
 at that time.
       And I will save the lame
 and gather the outcast,
       and I will change their shame into praise
 and renown in all the earth.
20   At that time I will bring you home,
 at the time when I gather you;
       for I will make you renowned and praised
 among all the peoples of the earth,
       when I restore your fortunes
 before your eyes, says the LORD.

DEVOTIONAL

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas.

And no, it is not because of the snow. It’s not because of 
the Christmas lights or the aisles of ornaments or tubes of 
brightly decorated wrapping paper. It’s not because of bell 
ringers wrapped in Santa Claus guises or the halls being 
decked. And it’s not because of persons piously carving time 
to be proper stewards of Advent. It’s not because of the 
songs we sing or the foods we eat or the number of relatives 
we tolerate.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas.
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Because there is something in the air. It clings, it hovers 
with wings of feathers and rests gently on the soul. Threads 
woven through the spaces we inhabit, as we enter and as we 
leave. Most days traces of it may be thin, some days it may be 
harder to see than other days, but it is there. It is here.

It is hope. Hope has come and is coming again.

PRAYER  

Holy God, Sustainer and Creator, grant us the sight to see 
you in our midst so that we can rejoice aloud with all our 
hearts as daughter Zion. We have nothing more to fear, for 
our King has come, in whose precious name we lift up this 
prayer, Amen.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2015

Written by the Rev. Alan Olson ’14, Pastor, First United 
Presbyterian Church, Houston, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a 
Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to 
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon 
as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb 
leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the 
Lord.”

DEVOTIONAL

Advent is a time of watching and waiting. It is about patience 
and it is about the hope for something new. It is winter. The 
crops have all been harvested and there is no work to be 
done, all we can do is wait for a new season.

In this passage, we meet Mary and Elizabeth. Both are 
pregnant; both are filled with joy. Their pregnancies are 
visible signs of hope—everyone knows that something new 
is coming, but nobody knows exactly what that something 
will be. Mary and Elizabeth don’t know what God is up to. 
Mary doesn’t know that she is carrying the Word of God in 
her womb. She knows that God has been faithful and will 
continue to be faithful.

And God will continue to be faithful to us! No, church 
doesn’t look like it used to look. There are fewer people in 

the pews. There aren’t as many young people. But God is 
faithful and God isn’t done with us. In this season of waiting, 
be patient and look for what God is doing in your church and 
in your life. Like Mary, we don’t know what’s coming next. 
Let us approach the new season with hope and joy!

PRAYER

Eternal God, we know that you have always been faithful to 
us. We know that you will always be faithful to us. Your love 
is from everlasting to everlasting. You are the alpha and the 
omega. Help us to remember your faithfulness during this 
time of waiting. Help us to live into the hope and the joy of 
Mary and Elizabeth. Thanks be to God. Amen!

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2015

Written by the Rev. Laura Blank ’13, Pastor, Colver 
Presbyterian Church, Colver, Pa., and Ebensburg Presbyterian 
Church, Ebensburg, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

2 Samuel 7:1-17

1 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD 
had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2 the 
king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3 Nathan 
said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the 
LORD is with you.”

4 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 
5 Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you 
the one to build me a house to live in? 6 I have not lived in 
a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from 
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent 
and a tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about among 
all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of 
the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 
my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a 
house of cedar?” 8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my 
servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from 
the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my 
people Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, 
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will 
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones 
of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people 
Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict 
them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all 
your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the 
LORD will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled 
and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your 
offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, 
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and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for 
my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for 
ever. 14 I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 
When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such 
as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings. 15 But 
I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 Your house and 
your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your 
throne shall be established for ever. 17 In accordance with all 
these words and with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.

DEVOTIONAL

Every Sunday growing up, I looked at a quilt that hung in 
the sanctuary of my 200-year-old home church. Depicting 
the congregation’s history, it traced the story from a frontier 
congregation meeting in a tent, to a growing assembly 
worshiping in a log cabin, to a church housed in a succession 
of brick buildings. The story was one of growth and God’s 
faithfulness. However, the Church in America today has much 
in common with those that gathered in tents in the woods. 
There is uncertainty and a wide open horizon, but God’s 
promises remain. Because God was never really satisfied with 
just hanging around in stone buildings. God is always on the 
move. God will not sit still. And God continues to invite us to 
look beyond the houses of cedar or brick or stone where we 
worship, recognizing that we were and always will be sent as 
a pilgrim people.
 
PRAYER

Holy God, you are always on the move. Prevent us from being 
satisfied with sitting still. Embolden us with pilgrim hearts to 
follow you on this Advent journey. Amen.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2015

Written by the Rev. Anna Parkinson ’07, Provides pulpit 
supply as a teaching elder and serves on the Presbytery of 
Wabash Valley’s Committee on Ministry

SCRIPTURE

Luke 1:57-66

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she 
bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the 
Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with 
her.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and 
they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. 60 
But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” 61 They 
said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 62 Then 
they began motioning to his father to find out what name 
he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and 

wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 
64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, 
and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over 
all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about 
throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard 
them pondered them and said, “What then will this child 
become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.

DEVOTIONAL

While long desired, Elizabeth’s pregnancy seems to have 
been a bit much for Zechariah to embrace.  Fortunately, he 
had nine months to try to wrap his head around the miracle 
of a son being born in his old age. It seems that is how our 
lives unfold. We trust God to provide for us and that the Holy 
Spirit will help us discern God’s will. Yet it can be shocking to 
get a glimpse of what God is up to, and perhaps challenging 
to embrace the strange ways in which God provides.

Just as the nine months of pregnancy allow us to wrap our 
heads around the idea of a new baby, the four weeks of 
Advent give us time once again to prepare for the spectacular 
gift of Jesus Christ, Immanuel, God with us. What gifts might 
God be calling you to name and embrace in this season?

PRAYER

Generous and gracious God, help us in this season to 
embrace the incredible nature of your gifts. Restore in us 
the sense of shock and awe as we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus. Draw our minds to the seemingly ridiculous 
ways you are at work in our lives, and help us to name them. 
Amen.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2015

Written by Jason Freyer, Senior M.Div. Student at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary

SCRIPTURE

Matthew 1:1-17

1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son 
of David, the son of Abraham.

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of 
Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and 
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez 
the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4 and 
Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon 
the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by 
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of 
King David.
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And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 
7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam 
the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and 
Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father 
of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah 
the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and 
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of 
Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the 
father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and 
his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.

12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the 
father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 
and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father 
of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the 
father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim 
the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of 
Jacob,16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of 
Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are 
fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to 
Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to 
Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.

DEVOTIONAL

Admit it, you almost fell asleep reading this morning’s Gospel 
lesson, didn’t you?

It is one of those sections of Scripture that at first glance 
seems boring beyond repair, a simple listing of names of 
folks who are long dead. But take a look again. This is no 
simple list. This is the record of the mishaps, shortcomings, 
false starts, and outsiders that make up the family tree of the 
Savior. We’re reminded of the disappointing (Rehoboam) and 
the scandalous (“the wife of Uriah”) and the just plain weird 
(Tamar) stories of Israel. But they are the stories of Christ’s 
history all the same.

If you’re like me, sometimes you want to run from the stories 
of your history. But as we creep ever closer to the celebration 
of God’s incarnation in Christ, we are reminded that he 
brings all things under himself: the good, the bad, and the 
insanely weird.
 
PRAYER

So Lord of Grace, help us today to recall our history. Help 
us remember that through it all you continue to be in us 
and allow us to live and move and have our being. And as 
we celebrate this Advent season, we look forward to your 
returning, to the fulfillment of your Kingdom. Come, Lord 
Jesus! Amen.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2015 

Written by the Rev. Jane Esterline, PCUSA Teaching Elder

SCRIPTURE

Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went 
to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14  “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
           and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

DEVOTIONAL

The Child is born, angels proclaim to shepherds and kings as 
alike in creation as they are opposite in society. New Light in 
our lives is rarely overpowering. God’s Light is often revealed 
slowly and recognized in hindsight. Imagine the Light as an 
abiding presence that walks beside us as Jesus, the stranger, 
accompanied the two on the road to Emmaus. Didn’t their 
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hearts burn within them after Jesus, the stranger, left? Sir 
Edward Burnes-Jones’ painting “The King and the Shepherd” 
hangs in the Carnegie Museum of Art; go see it. The angels 
take the hands of the shepherd and the king, leading them, 
not shouting at them. The king and shepherd walk to the 
Light of Christ without even recognizing the divine leading. 
Didn’t their hearts burn within them? On this Eve of Christ’s 
coming may your hearts burn within you, knowing Christ has 
provided the means of Light and Grace.

PRAYER

Light of the World, lead and guide in my life as you so led the 
shepherds and kings. Remain with us all, Lord Jesus, that we 
may celebrate your Light with all whom we meet. Amen.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2015

Written by the Rev. Charissa Howe ‘14, Pastor, Liberty 
Presbyterian Church, Liberty, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

John 1:1-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth.

DEVOTIONAL

Today will be a full day for many of us. Between the rush of 
Christmas Eve services last night and the flurry of wrapping 
paper and dirty dishes this morning, it can be quite easy to 
lose our spiritual mooring on such a physically busy day. But it 
is also not entirely appropriate to forgo the flurry of physical 
activity and life for the sake of pious reflection. The Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us. Today is a remembrance 
of the day that God crashed down into history as a human 
person right here on this planet in order to be with us. 
God did not separate the spiritual from the physical when 
joining us here on Earth. Today as you enjoy good meals and 
embrace your family, let those things be a reminder of the 
very earthly, physical presence of the Word in our midst—
Jesus Christ the one we celebrate on this holiest of days.

PRAYER

Almighty God, to you we give all the glory. Help us to see 
your Word today in all that surrounds us. Let the celebrations 
today be not a distraction but a reminder of the tangible way 
you have entered our lives. Amen.
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