
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary will host Zvi Lederman, a researcher in archaeology

at Tel Aviv University, Sun., Nov. 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the Knox Room. Lederman will present a lecture entitled “At the Border:
Iron Age Beth Shemesh”.

Its location, name, and history would indicate that Beth-Shemesh was a community on the Philistine border. When the Ark of
the Covenant was taken by the Philistines, it was finally returned to the people of Beth-Shemesh, but the Lords of the
Philistines, stepping after the Ark, went only “up to the border of Beth-Shemesh”. Dr. Lederman will discuss recent
excavations that have illuminated life at Beth-Shemesh from a series of flourishing Iron Age 1 villages (1200-950 BCE) to a
fortified Iron 2 city established during the days of the early Monarchy. In the course of its history, this important biblical town
became embroiled in conflicts with the neighboring Philistines as well as conflicts between Israel and Judah, Syria and
Ephraim, and eventually between Judah and the Assyrians. Lederman was a member of the Land of Ephraim Survey, and
has excavated at Beer-Sheba and Shiloh. Since 1990 he has served as co-director of the Te Beth-Shemesh excavations.

A reception will follow the lecture. Additionally, the Bible Lands Museum will be open from 6:00-7:30 p.m. and after the
presentation. This event is co-sponsored by the Biblical Archaeology Society of Pittsburgh. Contact Karen Bowden Cooper
at Click to view e-mail or 412-924-1394 for more information.

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is a graduate professional institution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). Founded in 1794,
the Seminary is located in Pittsburgh, Pa. and approximately 340 students are enrolled yearly in the degree programs. The
Seminary prepares leaders who proclaim with great joy God’s message of good news in both word and deed. PTS is rooted
in the Reformed history of faithfulness to Scripture and commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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