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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL FEBRUARY 25, 2018
SCRIPTURE

GENESIS 41:14-45

14 Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was hurriedly brought out of the dungeon. When he had shaved himself and
changed his clothes, he came in before Pharaoh. 15 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one
who can interpret it. | have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” 16 Joseph answered
Pharaoh, “It is not I; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” 17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream | was
standing on the banks of the Nile; 18 and seven cows, fat and sleek, came up out of the Nile and fed in the reed grass. 19
Then seven other cows came up after them, poor, very ugly, and thin. Never had | seen such ugly ones in all the land of
Egypt. 20 The thin and ugly cows ate up the first seven fat cows, 21 but when they had eaten them no one would have
known that they had done so, for they were still as ugly as before. Then | awoke. 22 | fell asleep a second time and | saw in
my dream seven ears of grain, full and good, growing on one stalk, 23 and seven ears, withered, thin, and blighted by the
east wind, sprouting after them; 24 and the thin ears swallowed up the seven good ears. But when | told it to the magicians,
there was no one who could explain it to me.” 25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s dreams are one and the same;
God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26 The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears
are seven years; the dreams are one. 27 The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, as are the
seven empty ears blighted by the east wind. They are seven years of famine. 28 It is as | told Pharaoh; God has shown to
Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29 There will come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt. 30 After
them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt; the famine will consume
the land. 31 The plenty will no longer be known in the land because of the famine that will follow, for it will be very grievous.
32 And the doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about. 33 Now
therefore let Pharaoh select a man who is discerning and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh proceed
to appoint overseers over the land, and take one-fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt during the seven plenteous years.
35 Let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming, and lay up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food
in the cities, and let them keep it. 36 That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to
befall the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.” 37 The proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his
servants. 38 Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find anyone else like this—one in whom is the spirit of God?” 39 So
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is no one so discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be
over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command; only with regard to the throne will | be greater
than you.” 41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, | have set you over all the land of Egypt.” 42 Removing his signet ring from
his hand, Pharaoh put it on Joseph’s hand; he arrayed him in garments of fine linen, and put a gold chain around his neck.
43 He had himride in the chariot of his second-in-command; and they cried out in front of him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set
him over all the land of Egypt. 44 Moreover Pharaoh said to Joseph, “l am Pharaoh, and without your consent no one shall
lift up hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” 45 Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-paneah; and he gave him Asenath
daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, as his wife. Thus Joseph gained authority over the land of Egypt.

DEVOTIONAL

Written by the Rev. Charissa Howe ’14/'16, Pastor, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Sewickley, Pa., and Emsworth
Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. / Field Education Supervisor

When Joseph interpreted Pharoah’s dream, he was not being called to do something new. He’'d done it before. This wasn'’t
even the first time he’d done it right. The first time he’d done it right, it got him into some seriously hot water. His brothers
didn’t appreciate that previous interpretation, nor were they fond of their father’s favor of Joseph. As a result, they shipped
him off to Egypt in the hands of slave traders and acted as though he were dead.

| wouldn’t blame Joseph if he’d just packed it in right there. “That’s it! 'm not interpreting any more dreams. It's not worth the
trouble!” What courage it must have taken for Joseph to continue to interpret dreams for those around him—to help others
see what it was God was speaking to them through their dreams. And yet, he continued.

Here we see that, in spite of the trouble that speaking God’'s word to others caused for Joseph early on, eventually he was
recognized for it. Eventually, it bore clear fruit and made a huge difference. In fact, had he not warned Pharoah of the coming
famine, Joseph’s own brothers who had betrayed him would have starved. What strange but wonderful ways God works in
through our courage!

PRAYER

God of all, thank you for the way you speak in our lives. Make me a vessel of your Word, so that, through my courage and
willingness to speak up, others’ lives might be touched by you and changed. Grant me the strength to speak your Word,



even when it’s difficult or unpopular.
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