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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENTEN DEVOTIONAL MARCH 4, 2021
SCRIPTURE

ROMANS 2:12-24

12 All who have sinned apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be
judged by the law. 13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but the doers of the law who will
be justified. 14 When Gentiles, who do not possess the law, do instinctively what the law requires, these, though not having
the law, are a law to themselves. 15 They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, to which their own
conscience also bears witness; and their conflicting thoughts will accuse or perhaps excuse them 16 on the day when,
according to my gospel, God, through Jesus Christ, will judge the secret thoughts of all. 17 But if you call yourself a Jew and
rely on the law and boast of your relation to God 18 and know his will and determine what is best because you are instructed
in the law, 19 and if you are sure that you are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20 a corrector of the
foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth, 21 you, then, that teach others, will
you not teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 22 You that forbid adultery, do you commit
adultery? You that abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You that boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the

law? 24 For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”

DEVOTIONAL
Chap. Nicholas Stavlund 17

Paul wrote in Romans 2 that there were some Gentiles who instinctively did what the Law required (v. 14). Apparently, these
outsiders had the Law of the insiders, the chosen people, bubbling up in their gut, overflowing in their behavior. The
requirements of the Mosaic law were, in Paul’s words, written on their hearts. Presumably they were never taught this stuff in
a classroom. Yet, despite their disposition as outsiders and their dispossession of the law, their conscience bore witness to
the light of God.

In the spring of 2017, while the battle for western Mosul continued to grow increasingly violent, | saw an ISIS fighter
surrender to an Iraqi military officer. Months earlier, members of this Iraqgi officer’s family were murdered as they tried to flea
invading ISIS fighters. Surprisingly, the Iraqi officer grabbed the dejected ISIS fighter by his shoulders, looked him the eyes,
and prayed that God’s peace would reign in the man’s heart. He didn’'t punch him. He didn’t shoot him. He prayed for him.

| think | saw the light of God that day, not in an Anglican or Presbyterian, but in an Iragi Army officer who’s heart was broken
from the violence of war. Perhaps this is what Paul was pointing to: Doers of the law of God are everywhere, even in the
most surprising of places.

PRAYER

O God, with you is the well of life, and in your light we see light. Quench our thirst with living water, and flood our darkened
minds with heavenly light. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever, we pray. Amen.
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EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary’s newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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