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Genesis 49:29-50:14

29 Then he charged them, saying to them, "I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury me with my ancestors - in the cave in the field
of Ephron the Hittite, 30 in the cave in the field at Machpelah, near Mamre, in the land of Canaan, in the field that Abraham bought from
Ephron the Hittite as a burial site. 31 There Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried; there Isaac and his wife Rebekah were buried; and
there I buried Leah - 32 the field and the cave that is in it were purchased from the Hittites." 33 When Jacob ended his charge to his
sons, he drew up his feet into the bed, breathed his last, and was gathered to his people.

1 Then Joseph threw himself on his father's face and wept over him and kissed him. 2 Joseph commanded the physicians in his service to
embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel; 3 they spent forty days in doing this, for that is the time required for embalming.
And the Egyptians wept for him seventy days.

4 When the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph addressed the household of Pharaoh, "If now I have found favor with you, please
speak to Pharaoh as follows: 5 My father made me swear an oath; he said, 'I am about to die. In the tomb that I hewed out for myself in
the land of Canaan, there you shall bury me.' Now therefore let me go up, so that I may bury my father; then I will return." 6 Pharaoh
answered, "Go up, and bury your father, as he made you swear to do."

7 So Joseph went up to bury his father. With him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his household, and all the elders of
the land of Egypt, 8 as well as all the household of Joseph, his brothers, and his father's household. Only their children, their flocks, and
their herds were left in the land of Goshen. 9 Both chariots and charioteers went up with him. It was a very great company. 10 When
they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, they held there a very great and sorrowful lamentation; and he
observed a time of mourning for his father seven days. 11 When the Canaanite inhabitants of the land saw the mourning on the threshing
floor of Atad, they said, "This is a grievous mourning on the part of the Egyptians." Therefore the place was named Abel-mizraim; it is
beyond the Jordan. 12 Thus his sons did for him as he had instructed them. 13 They carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in
the cave of the field at Machpelah, the field near Mamre, which Abraham bought as a burial site from Ephron the Hittite. 14 After he had
buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all who had gone up with him to bury his father.

DEVOTIONALDEVOTIONAL
In Mark, we have the feeding of the four thousand today. Since we’ve already reflected on a similar story, and since it’s April fool’s
day, let’s do something unexpected. Let’s turn to today’s Genesis reading. 

This passage shows us the burial of Jacob. Joseph asks the Pharaoh for permission to leave, and the Pharaoh agrees. Joseph then leads
Pharaoh’s servants out of Egypt along with their chariots. He completes his mourning, and returns. It’s amazing how much difference
time can make. In just a few generations, that story will be completely reversed. The next time a Hebrew asks Pharaoh to let him lead
workers into the wilderness there will be plagues, floods, and death. But for now; the relationship is healthy and look at the difference
that makes.

Message provided by the Miller Summer Youth Institute.
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