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The Rev. Kelsy Brown ’10, Associate Pastor for Mission and Membership, Pinnacle Presbyterian Church,
Scottsdale, Ariz.

SCRIPTURE

JOHN 10:19-42
19 Again the Jews were divided because of these words. 20 Many of them were saying, “He has a demon and is out of his
mind. Why listen to him?” 21 Others were saying, “These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the
eyes of the blind?” 22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you
keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe.
The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27
My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will
snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the
Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 31 The Jews took up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus replied, “I have
shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered, “It is
not for a good work that we are going to stone you, but for blasphemy, because you, though only a human being, are making
yourself God.” 34 Jesus answered, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’?” 35 If those to whom the word of God
came were called ‘gods’ — and the scripture cannot be annulled — 36 can you say that the one whom the Father has
sanctified and sent into the world is blaspheming because I said, ‘I am God's Son’? 37 If I am not doing the works of my
Father, then do not believe me. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, so that you may
know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 39 Then they tried to arrest him again, but he escaped
from their hands. 40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing earlier, and he
remained there. 41 Many came to him, and they were saying, “John performed no sign, but everything that John said about
this man was true.” 42 And many believed in him there.

DEVOTIONAL
Have you ever thought about the number of voices that call for our attention? Work, school, projects, children, parents,
parishioners, social media, news cycles, and friends continue to share their opinions, needs, time, and requirements of us.
Some voices are positive—they congratulate us on a job well done, comfort us during seasons of challenge, and lead us
through the darkest valleys. Others are difficult, demanding, and overpowering in our day-to-day lives. It isn’t unusual for
different voices to call for our attention at the same time but in different directions.

Isn’t it amazing that, in the midst of all the voices that call on us, Jesus continues to call us by name? Whenever we take time
to listen, we can always hear Jesus’ voice rising above the noise of the many voices calling for our attention. Can you hear
Jesus’ voice? What is He saying to you?

PRAYER
Jesus, in the midst of all the buzz of voices calling for our attention, help us to hear your voice above all the rest. Quiet our
minds, take away the distractions, and guide us toward the voice that knows us better than any other—Your voice, which
calls each one of us Beloved and invites us to follow. Amen.
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