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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 1, 2020
SCRIPTURES

PSALM 33
1 Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous. Praise befits the upright. 2 Praise the LORD with the lyre; make melody to him with
the harp of ten strings. 3 Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 4 For the word of the LORD
is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness. 5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love
of the LORD. 6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and all their host by the breath of his mouth. 7 He
gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle; he put the deeps in storehouses. 8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. 9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 10 The
LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 11 The counsel of the LORD
stands forever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations. 12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people
whom he has chosen as his heritage. 13 The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all humankind. 14 From where he sits
enthroned he watches all the inhabitants of the earth—15 he who fashions the hearts of them all, and observes all their
deeds. 16 A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 17 The war horse is a vain
hope for victory, and by its great might it cannot save. 18 Truly the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who
hope in his steadfast love, 19 to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine. 20 Our soul waits for the
LORD; he is our help and shield. 21 Our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 22 Let your steadfast love,
O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you.

PSALM 146
1 Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all
my life long. 3 Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help. 4 When their breath departs, they return
to the earth; on that very day their plans perish. 5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the
LORD their God, 6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 7 who executes
justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free; 8 the LORD opens the eyes of
the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous. 9 The LORD watches over the
strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 10 The LORD will reign
forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD!

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Jeffrey Conn ’00

Psalm 33 celebrates the power of God as our creator and redeemer: “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made and
all their host by the breath of his mouth. He gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle” (vv. 6-7a). Since God created
these vast arrays of matter and energy, surely he can help us with our problems.

“The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing” (v. 10a), yet “the counsel of the LORD stands forever” (v. 11a).
There is no end of disagreement about how to handle the affairs of state. How can we align ourselves with God’s counsel?
“Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD” (v. 12a).

In his letter to the Philippians, Paul writes, “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7). When we do this, “our heart is glad in him because we trust in his
holy name” (Ps. 33:21).

In Psalm 146 the writer says, “Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals in whom there is no help. When their breath departs
they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish” (vv. 3-4). On whom can we depend? “Happy are those whose
help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God . . . who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the
oppressed; who gives food to the hungry” (vv. 5, 7a).

Jesus told a parable about a “judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people” yet helped a widow: “‘I will grant her
justice so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ And the Lord said ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. And
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you he
will quickly grant justice to them,’” (Luke 18:2, 5-7). The writer of Psalm 146 reminds us that “The LORD will reign forever”—
so we should “Praise the LORD!” (v. 10).

PRAYER



Thank you, God, that your power to save is not limited by our weakness. Your love for us is not limited by our sinfulness.
Hear the cries of our heart and grant us justice. May we find your presence as close as our breath and the ground beneath
our feet. Through Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.
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