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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 3, 2020
SCRIPTURE

LUKE 20:27-40
27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him 28 and asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses
wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children
for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; 30 then the second 31 and the third
married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection,
therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this
age marry and are given in marriage; 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection
from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36 Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and
are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the
story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38 Now
he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.” 39 Then some of the scribes answered,
“Teacher, you have spoken well.” 40 For they no longer dared to ask him another question.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Dr. Richard W. Wingfield ’02/’13

Have you ever been drawn into a useless conversation? You saw where the conversation was headed and had no intention
to get involved, yet you were put on the spot and forced to reply. And you knew you needed to be clear in responding lest
your words be misconstrued and used against you.

Jesus shows the importance of seeing past people’s clever but narrow logical and cultural limits. The Sadducees, because
of their dogmata, used a fictitious plot within the levirate marriage system of the Law to draw Jesus into a theological debate
about the resurrection. Indeed, it was important to them. Their small arguments and literal interpretation of the Law kept their
world in order. Nevertheless, their thoughts revealed assumptions that limited God’s power and denied God’s word.

Ironically, Jesus uses their own argument to debunk their logic. He lifts them from the human web of their theological
concepts to a cosmic vision. Don’t think of heaven in terms of earthly limits. What’s really important is not a specific ideology
but a living reality. He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living, for
to Him all are alive.

How often do we pigeonhole and confine God to a narrow construct? We see every day how God is used to justify certain
social, political, and theological positions. We easily develop our private hypotheses regarding the world or the church. We
major on minor things, minor on the major things, and miss the important, needful thing.

It’s easy to waste time on petty debates that cause needless divisions, whether at a family get together or on a social media
platform. Biblical witness warns against this (2 Tim. 2:23). Besides, God is beyond all that. We are invited to imagine God.
Imagine God beyond our finite imaginations. Imagine God beyond our often-faulty assumptions. Imagine God who is beyond
what even our minds can possibly conceive (Isa. 55:8-9). Imagine the God who will bring life, energy, meaning, and
substance to the reality we find ourselves in.

God is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living.

Prayer

God, help us to move beyond our selfish thinking and petty arguments so we can gain a heavenly perspective. Help us to
seek those things which are above, not things of the earth. Plant our feet on higher ground. Amen.
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