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SCRIPTURE

2 PETER 1:1-11

1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who have received a faith as precious as ours through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 2
May grace and peace be yours in abundance in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

3 His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us by his
own glory and goodness. 4 Thus he has given us, through these things, his precious and very great promises, so that
through them you may escape from the corruption that is in the world because of lust, and may become participants of the
divine nature. 5 For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and goodness with
knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, 7 and
godliness with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love. 8 For if these things are yours and are increasing among you,
they keep you from being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For anyone who lacks these
things is nearsighted and blind, and is forgetful of the cleansing of past sins. 10 Therefore, brothers and sisters, be all the
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more eager to confirm your call and election, for if you do this, you will never stumble. 11 For in this way, entry into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for you.

DEVOTION

Mark Russell, Research and Instruction Librarian

In this passage, the author of Second Peter encourages the letter’'s audience to stay on the path towards the kingdom of
God and resist the corruption of worldly lust. To accomplish this, the author extols the letter's audience to have faith, and to
support that faith with other virtues, like goodness, knowledge, and self-control. This effort is portrayed as a chain in which
each virtue supports the previous one listed, like goodness with knowledge and knowledge with self-control.

Reading about this chain of virtues in Second Peter reminds me of a commercial that | saw a few years ago. The protagonist
in the commercial has a choice between a healthy snack and a snack with no nutritional value. The decision to eat the
healthy snack inspires a series of other decisions throughout the day, including going for a walk over watching television,
and passing on fast food in favor of a healthy meal. As the author of Second Peter would say, a healthy diet supports
exercise, and exercise supports wellness.

Both the commercial and the passage from Second Peter show how an individual can harness the inspiration and momentum
from one good choice to make another, but there is an additional, essential element that neither makes explicit. We need
teachers, ministers, and parents to illuminate the path to a virtuous life, and friends, family, and co-workers to encourage us
in our journey to well-being. The current tag line on the PTS web page is “Grounded in faith, formed in community,” and one
cannot underestimate the importance of the latter half of that statement. On the other side, our personal choices effect our
communities and our growth as individuals can only benefit those around us. As we begin this season of hope and
anticipation, it seems right to acknowledge our interdependence, for we can only arrive at a better world together.

PRAYER

God of hope, we give thanks for the many blessings that aid us on our path to the kingdom. As each step in the right
direction supports the next, guide our hearts to help our neighbors as they take steps of their own. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A HYBRID STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry
Certificates

Non-Degree

PTS NEIGHBORHOOD COLLABORATIVE RESOURCE PROGRAMS

Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Continuing Education

Faith Forming Families Network

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
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about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

ISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Faith Forming Families Network, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute,
and World Mission Initiative. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
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Pittsburgh, PA 15206
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