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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 5, 2020

SCRIPTURE

PSALM 90

1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had
formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 3 You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn
back, you mortals.” 4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night. 5 You
sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning; 6 in the morning it flourishes and is
renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. 7 For we are consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed. 8
You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 9 For all our days pass away under
your wrath; our years come to an end like a sigh. 10 The days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are
strong; even then their span is only toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 11 Who considers the power of
your anger? Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you. 12 So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise
heart. 13 Turn, O LORD! How long? Have compassion on your servants! 14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast
love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 15 Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us, and as many
years as we have seen evil. 16 Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children. 17 Let
the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands—O prosper the work of our hands!

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Christopher Brown 08

“Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands—O prosper the work of our hands!”
(v. 17). | remember sitting in the reference room of the Barbour Library at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and praying this
psalm as | began work on the last of my ordination exams. Psalm 90 happened to be the psalm for that morning in the Daily
Lectionary, and it felt like a providentially timed word from God. “Yes Lord, please prosper the work of my hands,” | thought,
as | began to parse and translate the Greek passage assigned for the exegesis exam. But there’s a deeper longing behind
this Psalm than the simple desire to pass a test.

The psalmist’s plea for success arises after a meditation on the relatively brief and inconsequential lives we live. We last only
a moment before God turns us back to dust (vv. 3-4). Wisdom, it seems, consists in recognizing that our days are few (v. 12).
So the psalmist pleads for the Lord to show compassion by confirming, establishing, and prospering the work we do during
these short lives. One could paraphrase this plea by saying, “Lord, | know | won't last forever, so please let something I've
done outlive me.”

The good news is that in Jesus Christ, whose advent we both remember and await in this season, God has answered the
psalmist’s plea for our lives to be more than grass that fades and withers (v. 6). The Son of God came so we might receive
the life that is “from everlasting to everlasting” (v. 2). This is why, after meditating on the mysteries of the resurrection, the
Apostle Paul could instruct the Corinthian Christians to “Be steadfast, immoveable, always excelling in the work of the Lord,
because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Cor. 15:58). In that hope, may we direct all our longing for
meaning and success to the One who satisfies us with his steadfast love: Jesus.

PRAYER
(from Psalm 90:14-17)

O Lord, “satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. . . . Let your
work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children. Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,
and prosper for us the work of our hands—O prosper the work of our hands!”
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