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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them freel—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 12, 2020
SCRIPTURE

LUKE 22:31-38

31 “Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, 32 but | have prayed for you that your own faith
may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 And he said to him, “Lord, | am ready
to go with you to prison and to death!” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day, until you have denied
three times that you know me.” 35 He said to them, “When | sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals, did you lack
anything?” They said, “No, not a thing.” 36 He said to them, “But now, the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a
bag. And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one. 37 For | tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me,
‘And he was counted among the lawless’; and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled.” 38 They said, “Lord, look,
here are two swords.” He replied, “It is enough.”

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Jo Ramsey "99

Bethlehem was a long way away from Nazareth. It was an inopportune time to travel for the young couple, and they had no
place to stay. Mary was nearly due to deliver her first child. | wonder what they took along.

Several years ago, the children of our church imagined Mary and Joseph’s packing list and retraced their steps on the road
to Bethlehem. Each child received a saddlebag fashioned from a paper grocery bag. With much excitement, they
imaginatively stopped by Joseph'’s parents’ home, where they were given several coins. Next, they visited the house of
Mary’s parents, where each one received a fleece bedroll. Then they visited the travel agent for a roadmap. On their way out
of town, they ducked into the market to buy a granola bar and bottle of water. A quick stop at the synagogue for a blessing,
and they were on their way. As the children added each item to their saddlebags, their anticipation grew. They couldn’t wait
to hit the road! They loved accruing and carrying their gear. Don’t we all—especially at Christmastime?!

Today’s lectionary text doesn’t read like lyrics from a Christmas carol, but it makes a surprising connection to Jesus’ birth.
When Mary and Joseph arrive in Bethlehem, there is no room at the inn, the kataluma (Luke 2:7). Luke uses this word only
one other time . . . to describe the room where Jesus and the disciples have gathered for the Passover Meal, the Last
Supper (22:11). But this time, there is room.

In this kataluma, Jesus reminds his disciples that twice before he has instructed them to bring nothing for the journey. No
sandals, money belt, no tunic. God will provide all they need through those whom they serve. But times are changing. No
longer can they rely on others. They must provide for and protect themselves.

Each one of us takes our own journey. Like Mary and Joseph on the way to the manger (Bethlehem) and the disciples on the
way to the cross (Golgotha), we do not know what the future holds. Do we need a money belt or swaddling clothes, a sword
or gifts for the newborn king?

What do you need to procure for your journey right now? Peaceful quiet? Inspiring prayer? Meaningful conversation?
Engaging service? How can you prepare yourself to trek through the holidays and into the new year ahead? Make a spiritual
shopping list today, and commit to acquiring what you need to walk with God.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we look to you during this Advent journey. We trust that you will provide for and protect us, sometimes in
unexpected ways. Help us to recognize, rely on, and appreciate your goodness. May we also take responsibility for
ourselves, tending to and safeguarding our faith so that we are ready for all the new year brings. In the name of Jesus, our
newborn King. Amen.
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Bethlehem was a long way away from Nazareth. It was an inopportune time to travel for the young couple, and they had no place to stay.
Mary was nearly due to deliver her first child. | wonder what they took along.

Several years ago, the children of our church imagined Mary and Joseph's packing list and retraced their steps on the road to Bethlehem.
Each child received a saddlebag fashioned from a paper grocery bag. With much excitement, they imaginatively stopped by Joseph's
parents’ home, where they were given several coins. Next, they visited the house of Mary's parents, where each one received a fleece
bedroll. Then they visited the travel agent for a roadmap. On their way out of town, they ducked into the market to buy a granola bar and
bottle of water. A quick stop at the synagogue for a blessing, and they were on their way. As the children added each item to their
saddlebags, their anticipation grew. They couldn’t wait to hit the road! They loved accruing and carrying their gear. Don’t we all—especially
at Christmastime?!

Today's lectionary text doesn’t read like lyrics from a Christmas carol, but it makes a surprising connection to Jesus’ birth. When Mary and
Joseph arrive in Bethlehem, there is no room at the inn, the kataluma (Luke 2:7). Luke uses this word only one other time . . . to describe the
room where Jesus and the disciples have gathered for the Passover Meal, the Last Supper (22:11). But this time, there is room.

In this kataluma, Jesus reminds his disciples that twice before he has instructed them to bring nothing for the journey. No sandals, money
belt, no tunic. God will provide all they need through those whom they serve. But times are changing. No longer can they rely on others. They
must provide for and protect themselves.

Each one of us takes our own journey. Like Mary and Joseph on the way to the manger (Bethlehem) and the disciples on the way to the
cross (Golgotha), we do not know what the future holds. Do we need a money belt or swaddling clothes, a sword or gifts for the newborn
king?

What do you need to procure for your journey right now? Peaceful quiet? Inspiring prayer? Meaningful conversation? Engaging service?

How can you prepare yourself to trek through the holidays and into the new year ahead? Make a spiritual shopping list today, and commit to
acquiring what you need to walk with God.

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we look to you during this Advent journey. We trust that you will provide for and protect us, sometimes in unexpected ways.
Help us to recognize, rely on, and appreciate your goodness. May we also take responsibility for ourselves, tending to and safeguarding our
faith so that we are ready for all the new year brings. In the name of Jesus, our newborn King. Amen.
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