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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 12, 2022

SCRIPTURE

PSALM 122

1 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 2 Our feet are standing within your gates, O
Jerusalem. 3 Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 4 To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as was
decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of
the house of David. 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 7 Peace be within your walls and
security within your towers.” 8 For the sake of my relatives and friends | will say, “Peace be within you.” 9 For the sake of the
house of the Lord our God, | will seek your good.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Paul Yanchek, DMin student

Words can bring gladness. Words can cause pain. | am quite sure we have all experienced both. In Psalm 122, the psalmist


https://www.pts.edu/
https://www.pts.edu/Alums
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://mailserver.pts.edu/owa
http://my.pts.edu/
https://ptseminary.instructure.com/login/canvas
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info

discovers deep gladness upon the invitation to go to the house of the Lord. Oh, that all would discover deep joy and
gladness to gather with the people of God. This psalmincludes a prayer for the city of Jerusalem, God’s holy city, that it
would be a place of peace. A place of shalom, of well-being. It is a prayer that Jerusalem would be a place of security, or
quietness and ease, for those within its walls. Just like words, the invitation to the house of God can evoke feelings of
gladness, but many find them to be words that cause pain and sorrow.

In this season of Advent, as we prepare to celebrate the coming of Jesus into our world, can we, the new covenant dwelling
place of God, be people and congregations that are a reason for gladness for all who come across our paths? A bright spot
in an otherwise dark world. Can we be a people and congregations where all people can find shalom—genuine well-being?
Not abusive words or looks of judgment. Can we be a people and congregations where all people can find security,
quietness, and ease? Not condemnation and anxiety. Let the love, grace, healing, and peace of the people of God cause
those around to find a source of gladness!

PRAYER

Gracious and loving God, let your love and your light shine in and through your people. Make us a people of grace and
healing to a hurting world. May we build-up, not tear down. May we be a people of reconciliation and justice. May we see
the people around us with your eyes and love them with your heart. For the sake of your kingdom, let this work be done in
me. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
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In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

ISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative
Minsitry (monthly), Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and
Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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