
Fr. Eric McIntosh ’12, Pastor of St. James Episcopal Church, Penn Hills, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

JOHN 5:30-47
30 "I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is just, because I seek to do not my own will but the will
of him who sent me. 31 "If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is another who testifies on my behalf, and
I know that his testimony to me is true. 33 You sent messengers to John, and he testified to the truth. 34 Not that I accept
such human testimony, but I say these things so that you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you
were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But I have a testimony greater than John's. The works that the Father has
given me to complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father
who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have never heard his voice or seen his form, 38 and you do not have his
word abiding in you, because you do not believe him whom he has sent. 39 "You search the scriptures because you think
that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that testify on my behalf. 40 Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 41 I do
not accept glory from human beings. 42 But I know that you do not have the love of God in you. 43 I have come in my
Father's name, and you do not accept me; if another comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you believe
when you accept glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one who alone is God? 45 Do not
think that I will accuse you before the Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 If you believed
Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I
say?"

DEVOTIONAL
I believe that sometimes we really get Jesus upset. Jesus comes with eternal life in his hands but often finds many of us
rejecting his gift. Don’t get me wrong—we want life . . . we just don’t want Jesus. We look for life in our places of
employment, in our degrees, in our spouses, our bank accounts, and our possessions. When we find that these temporal
things or people fail us, we look to upgrade. We find ourselves in a lifestyle of acquisition and in turn really miss out on truth
and blessing because we look for the eternal in the temporal. We make Jesus even more frustrated when we say we are His
but live as though He is not ours. Jesus told those who rejected him, that neither the word nor the love of God was in them.
This Advent season as he comes, is he telling us the same?

PRAYER
Jesus, as you come to us, help us to come to you for life, eternal life, the most wonderful gift possible. In the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 19, 2016

https://www.pts.edu/
https://www.pts.edu/Alums
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://mailserver.pts.edu/owa
http://my.pts.edu/
https://ptseminary.instructure.com/login/canvas


Fr. Eric McIntosh ’12, Pastor of St. James Episcopal Church, Penn Hills, Pa.

SCRIPTURE

John 5:30-47
30 "I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is just, because I seek to do not my own will but the will of him who sent
me. 31 "If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is another who testifies on my behalf, and I know that his testimony to me
is true. 33 You sent messengers to John, and he testified to the truth. 34 Not that I accept such human testimony, but I say these things so
that you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But I have a
testimony greater than John's. The works that the Father has given me to complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf that
the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have never heard his voice or seen his form,
38 and you do not have his word abiding in you, because you do not believe him whom he has sent. 39 "You search the scriptures because
you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that testify on my behalf. 40 Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 41 I do not
accept glory from human beings. 42 But I know that you do not have the love of God in you. 43 I have come in my Father's name, and you do
not accept me; if another comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you believe when you accept glory from one another and
do not seek the glory that comes from the one who alone is God? 45 Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; your accuser is
Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 But if you do not
believe what he wrote, how will you believe what I say?"

DEVOTIONAL
I believe that sometimes we really get Jesus upset. Jesus comes with eternal life in his hands but often finds many of us rejecting his gift.
Don’t get me wrong—we want life . . . we just don’t want Jesus. We look for life in our places of employment, in our degrees, in our spouses,
our bank accounts, and our possessions. When we find that these temporal things or people fail us, we look to upgrade. We find ourselves in
a lifestyle of acquisition and in turn really miss out on truth and blessing because we look for the eternal in the temporal. We make Jesus
even more frustrated when we say we are His but live as though He is not ours. Jesus told those who rejected him, that neither the word nor
the love of God was in them. This Advent season as he comes, is he telling us the same?

PRAYER
Jesus, as you come to us, help us to come to you for life, eternal life, the most wonderful gift possible. In the name of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610

               

FIND YOUR PROGRAM

REQUEST INFO

APPLY ONLINE

VISIT THE CAMPUS

News & EventsContactDirectionsEmployment Save Page As PDF

Privacy Policy

COVID-19

Accessibility

Anti-Discrimination

Title IX And Anti-Harassment

https://www.facebook.com/PittsburghTheologicalSeminary
https://twitter.com/pghseminary
https://www.youtube.com/pghseminary
https://www.instagram.com/pittsburghseminary
https://www.linkedin.com/school/pittsburgh-theological-seminary
https://www.pts.edu/blog
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/News
https://www.pts.edu/contact-us
https://www.pts.edu/Pittsburgh-and-the-Region
https://www.pts.edu/employment-opportunities
https://www.pts.edu/Devotional12-19-16?pdf=true
https://www.pts.edu/privacy
https://www.pts.edu/coronavirus
https://www.pts.edu/accessibility
https://www.pts.edu/antidiscrimination
https://www.pts.edu/title-ix-and-antiharassment

	ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 19, 2016
	SCRIPTURE
	JOHN 5:30-47

	DEVOTIONAL
	PRAYER
	SCRIPTURE
	John 5:30-47

	DEVOTIONAL
	PRAYER


