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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 21, 2018
SCRIPTURE

ISAIAH 29:9-24
9 Stupefy yourselves and be in a stupor,
        blind yourselves and be blind!
   Be drunk, but not from wine;
        stagger, but not from strong drink!
10 For the LORD has poured out upon you
        a spirit of deep sleep;
   he has closed your eyes, you prophets,
        and covered your heads, you seers.

11 The vision of all this has become for you like the words of a sealed document. If it is given to those who can read, with the
command, “Read this,” they say, “We cannot, for it is sealed.” 12 And if it is given to those who cannot read, saying, “Read
this,” they say, “We cannot read.”

13 The Lord said:
   Because these people draw near with their mouths
        and honor me with their lips,
        while their hearts are far from me,
   and their worship of me is a human commandment learned by rote;
14 so I will again do
        amazing things with this people,
        shocking and amazing.
   The wisdom of their wise shall perish,
        and the discernment of the discerning shall be hidden.

15 Ha! You who hide a plan too deep for the LORD,
        whose deeds are in the dark,
        and who say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?”
16 You turn things upside down!
        Shall the potter be regarded as the clay?
   Shall the thing made say of its maker,
        ”He did not make me”;
   or the thing formed say of the one who formed it,
        ”He has no understanding”?

17 Shall not Lebanon in a very little while
        become a fruitful field,
        and the fruitful field be regarded as a forest?
18 On that day the deaf shall hear
        the words of a scroll,
   and out of their gloom and darkness
        the eyes of the blind shall see.
19 The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD,
        and the neediest people shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.
20 For the tyrant shall be no more,
        and the scoffer shall cease to be;
        all those alert to do evil shall be cut off—
21 those who cause a person to lose a lawsuit,
        who set a trap for the arbiter in the gate,
        and without grounds deny justice to the one in the right.

22 Therefore thus says the LORD, who redeemed Abraham,
concerning the house of Jacob:
   No longer shall Jacob be ashamed,
        no longer shall his face grow pale.
23 For when he sees his children,
        the work of my hands, in his midst,
        they will sanctify my name;



   they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob,
        and will stand in awe of the God of Israel.
24 And those who err in spirit will come to understanding,
        and those who grumble will accept instruction.

DEVOTIONAL
Kelcey Bailey, Fellow, Metro-Urban Institute

The prophets and seers are stumped. The human visions and plans constructed for our future are lost. And time and time
again, the people of Israel come to worship God in rote rhythms dictated by human dogma. How often do we so easily seize
the opportunities to make good! To prosper! To be victorious in our lives! But as the prophet cries to us, we’re doing it all
wrong when we believe ourselves to be the makers and creators in charge. We can at times so easily forget to turn to God
as the potter and remember ourselves as the clay. Though our human power and arrogant wisdom can so easily turn things
upside-down and in the wrong direction, there is grace in to be found, brothers and sisters: No matter how many times we try
to root ourselves in our own plans rather than God’s, God promises to do amazing things with God’s people—AGAIN.

PRAYER
Dear God, in this season of preparation, prepare our hearts and minds to be open to your amazing reversal of the world’s
darkness. Help us loosen our tight grip on our plans and understandings and instead rest in your promise of fresh joy and
light. Amen.
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        all those alert to do evil shall be cut off—
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DEVOTIONAL
Kelcey Bailey, Fellow, Metro-Urban Institute

The prophets and seers are stumped. The human visions and plans constructed for our future are lost. And time and time again, the people
of Israel come to worship God in rote rhythms dictated by human dogma. How often do we so easily seize the opportunities to make good!
To prosper! To be victorious in our lives! But as the prophet cries to us, we’re doing it all wrong when we believe ourselves to be the makers
and creators in charge. We can at times so easily forget to turn to God as the potter and remember ourselves as the clay. Though our human
power and arrogant wisdom can so easily turn things upside-down and in the wrong direction, there is grace in to be found, brothers and
sisters: No matter how many times we try to root ourselves in our own plans rather than God’s, God promises to do amazing things with
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PRAYER
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Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
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