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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 22, 2020
SCRIPTURE

REVELATION 21:22-22:5
22 I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun
or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26
People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 22:1 Then the angel showed me the river
of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the
city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of
the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And
there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever
and ever.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Mikayla Kovacik ’19

I remember that, as a child, for weeks leading up to Christmas I thought and dreamt of what might await me under the tree on
Christmas morning. I also remember the tingle that welled inside me when I thought about the possibility of that big gift—the
one I’d “forever” been asking for—being proudly displayed next to the tree. Yes, that big gift would catch my eye as I came
down the stairs, and the rest of the day would fade into the background of my joy and excitement.

We always say and hear that Advent is a season of waiting, of anticipation, of hopeful expectation. But what are we really
waiting for? What are we really expecting? What are we really hoping for at the culmination of this season?

Throughout the season of Advent, we wait. We wait and prepare to welcome Immanuel, God with us, once again. Yet this
passage from Revelation reminds us that, in our time of waiting, we are not merely commemorating the first coming of Jesus
—we are waiting, preparing, anticipating, and expecting in hope the second coming of Christ. This passage paints a picture
for us of what life will look like when God’s throne, once again, moves from heaven to earth. In place of the tender whispers
of a mother’s lullaby and the delicate breaths of a newborn will be a river of the water of life, trees bearing twelve kinds of
fruit, and leaves that heal the nations.

This vision from Revelation reminds us that Jesus, God incarnate, has come to reconcile the whole of creation, restore our
life, and renew our hope. So this Advent, may we celebrate and wait with hopeful expectation and anticipation of the hope,
joy, love, and peace that both has and is yet to come.

PRAYER
God of light and love, we thank you for the gift of Immanuel, God with us. Help us to prepare our hearts, our lives, our
homes, and our churches for you once again. In all things, teach us to wait with hopeful expectation of what will be. Amen.
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In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.
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formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.
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