
ADVENT DEVOTION DECEMBER 25, 2021
SCRIPTURE

John 3:31-36
31 The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one
who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. 33 Whoever has
accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is true. 34 He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit
without measure. 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands. 36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life;
whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure God's wrath.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Dave Dack ’11

I’ve heard it said that cooking is an art and baking is a science—which is probably why I prefer baking. When a baking recipe calls for a cup
of flour, it calls for a cup of flour. The precision is comforting. It’s a delicious version of paint-by-numbers. Cooking, on the other hand, leaves
more room for improvisation. You can add a “splash” of this or a “dash” of that. My brain struggles with such blatant ambiguity. How can you
add ingredients without measuring?!

Christmas has been harder for us to measure in the age of COVID-19. Usually we can prepare our gift-giving, family gatherings, and
religious rituals with precision, but not during a pandemic. Planning Christmas has been harder, and we may not have the usual indicators by
which to measure how “successful” it was.
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But perhaps there is some grace in that. Perhaps the absence of a carefully measured Christmas recipe will let us peer more deeply into the
holiday’s holiness. And who better to help us peer more deeply than John? In our passage, the evangelist carefully invites us into the full
meaning of the incarnation: the incarnation is not only the gift of Jesus, but the gift of God’s entire triune life. In John 3, Jesus is shown to be
the Spirit-giving Son whom the Father loves. The incarnation is thoroughly Trinitarian, which makes possible our adoption into the triune life
of God.

No wonder John says that the Son “gives the Spirit without measure.” This gift of grace cannot be quantified. The steadfast love of the triune
God cannot be measured, and it is precisely its immeasurability that makes it such good news.

PRAYER
O generous God, you have given us access, by faith in Christ, into your extravagant grace. You have made us one with your beloved Son and
heirs of your eternal life. Forgive our efforts to measure your grace, thereby containing it and making it small. By your Spirit, enlarge our
hearts and give us the capacity to serve you with joyful obedience for the sake of your kingdom. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTYFACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.
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VISIT PTSVISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also
one for you!
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