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Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and the Graduate School of Social Work at the University of Pittsburgh present the unique opportunity to receive a joint degree in Master of Divinity (M.Div.)
and Master of Social Work (M.S.W.), Master of Theological Studies (M.T.S.) and Master of Social Work (M.S.W.), or Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies (M.A.P.S.) and Master of Social Work
(M.S.W.) for those students passionate about pursuing their call to social work both inside and outside of a church setting.

Established in 1967, the M.Div./ M.S.W. joint master's degree program is the oldest continuous joint degree program in the country and allows students to complete their coursework and
graduate in four years of post-baccalaureate study instead of the usual five.

MASTER OF DIVINITY / MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK JOINT DEGREE 
FIND YOUR PROGRAM  APPLY ONLINE  VISIT CAMPUS  REQUEST INFO

https://www.pts.edu/
https://www.pts.edu/Alums
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://mailserver.pts.edu/owa
http://my.pts.edu/
https://ptseminary.instructure.com/login/canvas
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info
https://www.pts.edu/
https://www.pts.edu/Master-s-Degrees
https://www.pts.edu/joint-degrees


Cici James is a graduate of the MDiv/MSW joint degree program with Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and the
University of Pittsburgh. She explains why it was important for her to blend the two disciplines into her calling.

ABOUT THE M.DIV./M.S.W. PROGRAM
Within the joint program, students will still be provided a full course of study in both theology and social work, along with the academic support and one-on-one attention given by our excellent faculty. In
order take required courses and still graduate in four years, the M.Div./M.S.W. program counts certain courses taught in one school as electives in the other and vice-versa, along with developing specialized
field placements. The M.Div. portion of the program is hybrid, and because courses are offered in a predictable rotation, students can select from in-person and online courses. 

CAREERS FOR M.DIV./M.S.W. GRADS
This joint master's program is built for those seeking to integrate their love of theology with their heart for social work and to make a change, along with those interested in pursuing a career in pastoral
counseling or other forms of social work and counseling. Positions that have been held by M.Div./M.S.W. graduates in the past include: chaplain/clinical pastoral education supervisor for a health care
facility, associate director of campus ministry, chaplain at a nursing home, executive director of a pastoral institute, Christian counseling, various work with nonprofits, and so many more.

HOW THE MASTER'S/M.S.W. JOINT DEGREE PROGRAMS WORK
The curriculum of the Graduate School of Social Work encompasses studies in direct clinical practice, community organization, or social administration, and certificates in child welfare, gerontology, and
Home and School Visitor.

Pitt classes meet at the University of Pittsburgh in Oakland. Through this joint degree program, we offer numerous options to receive a theology education to blend with a master’s degree in social work.

Both degrees in the joint program must be awarded concurrently. It is important to note that a student who resigns from one program will be subject to all requirements for graduation from the remaining
degree program.

Contact the Seminary's Registrar for a suggested outline of course completion for this joint degree. Inquiries regarding the Graduate School of Social Work and requests for Social Work catalogs should be
addressed to the University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work at 412-624-6302 or Click to view e-mail. 

M.DIV./M.S.W.
Candidates for the joint degree who enter the program through the Seminary will concentrate on theological studies during the first two years. Application should be made to the University of Pittsburgh
Graduate School of Social Work during the Fall Semester of the second year at the Seminary. The third and fourth years will be spent predominantly at the School of Social Work. The M.Div./M.S.W. can
be completed in four years.

M.A.P.S./M.S.W. OR M.T.S./M.S.W.
Candidates for the joint degree who enter the program through the Seminary will concentrate on theological studies during the first year. Application should be made to the University of Pittsburgh Graduate
School of Social Work during the Fall Semester of the first year at the Seminary. The second and third years will be spent predominantly at the School of Social Work. And the fourth year fall semester will
be completed at PTS. The M.A.P.S./M.S.W. and M.T.S./M.S.W. can be completed in approximately 3.5 years.
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* First Name

Preferred Name

WHY THE MDIV/MSW DEGREE?
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Please Select

SUBMIT
* required

* Last Name

* Address

* City

* State

* Zip

* Phone

* E-mail

* Program of Interest

Masters Program of Interest:
 Master of Divinity

 Master of Divinity Emphasis in Forming New Faith Communities

 Master of Theological Studies

 Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies

 Masters Degree with Urban Ministry Certificate

 Joint Degree (Social Work)

 Joint Degree (Law)

 Non-Degree

Certificate Program of Interest:
 Graduate Certificate in Adaptive and Innovative Ministry

 Graduate Certificate in Faith, Work, and the Common Good

 Graduate Certificate in Ministry

 Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

 Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

 Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Doctor of Ministry Program of Interest:
 Bridging Divides: In Church, Community, and Country

 Christian Spirituality Focus

 Creative Writing and Public Theology Focus

 Eastern Christian Focus

 Intergenerational Black Church Studies Focus

 Missional Leadership Focus

 Reformed Focus with University of Edinburgh (Scotland) Focus

Desired Year:
 2025

 2026

 2027

 Undecided

Desired Semester:
 Fall

 Spring

 Summer

 Winter

 Undecided

Desired Modality:
 Weekly Online Courses with In-person Gatherings at PTS (4/year)

 Mostly In-Person Courses

I wish to opt-out from receiving texting updates from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. Outreach will be limited to vital information from the seminary and personal
updates as needed.

 Opt-Out



Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610
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