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Scripture

Deuteronomy 11:18-28

8You shall put these words of mine in your heart and soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your
hand, and fix them as an emblem on your forehead. **Teach them to your children, talking about them
when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. *>Write them on
the doorposts of your house and on your gates, *'so that your days and the days of your children may be
multiplied in the land that the LORD swore to your ancestors to give them, as long as the heavens are
above the earth. #If you will diligently observe this entire commandment that | am commanding you,
loving the LORD your God, walking in all his ways, and holding fast to him, *then the LORD will drive out
all these nations before you, and you will dispossess nations larger and mightier than yourselves. **Every
place on which you set foot shall be yours; your territory shall extend from the wilderness to the
Lebanon and from the River, the river Euphrates, to the Western Sea. *’No one will be able to stand
against you; the LORD your God will put the fear and dread of you on all the land on which you set foot,
as he promised you. **See, | am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: *’the blessing, if you
obey the commandments of the LORD your God that | am commanding you today; **and the curse, if
you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn from the way that | am
commanding you today, to follow other gods that you have not known.

Devotional

“Loving the Lord your God, and serving him with all your heart and with all your soul”—this is the
command from verse 13 that is referenced throughout our passage today. This command is so
important that the Israelites are implored to tell it to their children constantly—at home, away from
home, when they sleep, when they wake up. There is no hour or situation when this command is not of
utmost importance: Love the Lord your God and serve him. This passage is the foundation of my life. It is
the reason | do what | do every single day. | encourage you today to let these words rush over you and
through you, to tell them passionately to your children and your children’s children and the children you
are blessed to be around through everything you do, every word you speak. Let us love the Lord our God
and serve him with all our hearts and with all our souls.

Prayer
Lord, no matter who our children are today—biological, young, old, neighbors, friends—help us to see

them as children who need to hear this command today. Give us wisdom to share your love through our
actions and words in times of joy and strife. Amen.



