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'The earth is
the LORD’s and
all that is in it,
the world, and
those who live
in it; 2for God
has founded it
on the seas, and
established it on
the rivers.

3Who shall
ascend the hill of
the LORD? And
who shall stand
in God’s holy
place? *Those
who have clean
hands and pure
hearts, who do
not lift up their
souls to what is
false, and do not
swear deceitfully.
*They will receive
blessing from

the LORD, and
vindication from
the God of their
salvation.

Psalm 24:1-5

PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
METRO-URBAN INSTITUTE

Calling for the Order of the Day

Creating the Beloved Community:
Environmental Justice and the City

A conference on community
organizing for social and
eco-justice

APRIL 8-10, 2010




SYE

_ \ 7

\%eﬂﬂ

\



Pittsburgh Theological Seminary Metro-Urban Institute / Urban Intensive Conference / April 8-10, 2010
Calling for the Order of the Day / Creating the Beloved Community: Environmental Justice in the City
-3-

PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
METRO-URBAN INSTITUTE

PURPOSE

The Metro-Urban Institute (MUI) is a program of religious leadership development for urban
society. Founded in 1991, MUI is part of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Trusting in God as revealed in Jesus Christ of the Holy Scriptures, MUI encourages
interdisciplinary and interfaith approaches to solving social problems and reconciling
human beings to God and to one another.

Theological education in this context is both theoretical and practical and seeks to
encourage compassionate ministries of justice, service, and advocacy, while promoting
systemic change to improve the quality of urban life.

CONTACT

Phone: 412-924-1363
E-mail: mui@pts.edu
Web: www.mui-pts.org
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THE CALLING FOR THE ORDER OF THE DAY CONFERENCE AND THE
PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
METRO-URBAN INSTITUTE

HONORS

GAYRAUD S. WILMORE
Building the Beloved Community as an
Activist-Scholar During a Difficult Time

The Calling for the Order of the Day Conference and the Metro-Urban Institute of
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is pleased to honor the distinguished career of Dr. Gayraud
Stephen Wilmore, a leading Presbyterian voice in the Civil Rights era in the United States,
Black Theology, and Black Church History. Dr. Wilmore, professor emeritus of church
history, Interdenominational Theological Center, Atlanta, Ga., began his seminary teaching
career in 1959 when he was appointed as assistant professor in social ethics at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary, a post he held until 1963. As such, he was the first African American
to join the faculty of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, a fact that also defined him as the
first African American appointed as full-time faculty of any historically Euro-American
Presbyterian seminary in the nation at that time. Through his long and faithful service to
the African American Church and community as a minister of the predominantly Euro-
American Presbyterian Church (USA), Gayraud S. Wilmore’s life's work has consistently
emphasized peacemaking, justice, and reconciliation between racial and ethnic groups

in the United States and abroad. We honor Gayraud Wilmore and his leadership among

us as one who has been tireless in his efforts at Building the Environment of the Beloved
Community.
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BuiLDING THE BeLoveD COMMUNITY
ENVIRONMENTAL JusTICE IN THE CITY

It's alright to talk about ‘long white robes over yonder," in all of its symbolism. But
ultimately people want some suits and dresses and shoes to wear down here. It's alright

to talk about ‘streets flowing with milk and honey,” but God has commanded us to be
concerned about the slums down here, and his children who can’t eat three square meals
a day. It's alright to talk about the new Jerusalem, but one day, God’s preacher must talk
about the New York, the new Atlanta, the new Philadelphia, the new Los Angeles, the new
Memphis, Tennessee. This is what we have to do.!

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
January 15, 1929-April 4, 1968
Religious Leader

Advocate of Love and Justice
Preacher of Non-violence

Teacher for the Beloved Community

Photo: AP

1 Martin Luther King Jr's last sermon, / See the Promised Land, delivered April 3, 1968 at Mason Temple, Memphis, TN. Quoted in James
M. Washington. Testimony of Hope: The Essential Writings of Martin Luther King Jr. San Francisco: Harper, Row, 1986. 282.
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CONFERENCE PURPOSE STATEMENT
Calling for the Order of the Day

Creating the Beloved Community:
Environmental Justice and the City

Calling for the Order of the Day

A call for the order of the day, in parliamentary procedure, is a motion to require

a deliberative assembly to conform to its agenda or order of business and can be
appropriately called for by any member when the assembly or group has departed from

its established agenda. Through the centuries, Christians in various ways, have interpreted
their “agenda” as calling human beings to faith in God as revealed in Jesus Christ in such
a fashion that, following a declaration of faith in Christ, the believer’s behavior reflects
something of God's love and concern for justice toward all the world. In May 2007, a
group of African American Presbyterian scholars and pastors were convened at the first
Calling for the Order of the Day conference which was held at Union Theological Seminary
and Presbyterian School of Christian Education in Richmond, Va. The purpose of the
conference was to remind participants of the Black Presbyterian heritage of social justice
advocacy as the church’s primary “agenda” and to caution against getting side-tracked
with matters that did not reflect the love and justice of Jesus Christ in seeking to reach
“the least of these” (Matthew 25:41-45). This second conference seeks to broaden the
dialogue to include all who seek to embrace Martin Luther King Jr'.s vision of the Beloved
Community, where love and justice, both socially and environmentally, is the order of
the day.

A Challenge from MLK

In what James Melvin Washington? described as Martin Luther King Jr.’s “most radical
SCLC3 presidential address” (August 1967), King raised profound questions of justice and
economic as well as ecological exploitation as he looked toward the future:

Where do we go from here? ... We've got to begin to ask questions about the whole
society. ...About a broader distribution of wealth. ...We are called upon to help the
discouraged beggars in life's marketplace. But one day we must come to see that an
edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring. It means that questions must be
raised... “Who owns the oil?... “Who owns the iron ore?”...”Why is it that people
have to pay water bills in a world that is two-thirds water?*

King was also very clear that, from time to time, churches seem to move away from
their established transformational agenda of love and justice and get side-tracked into
theological, ethical, and spiritual irrelevancy:

2 Description given by Darice Wright, a Chicago, IL seminary student enrolled at the Seminary Consortium for Urban Pastoral Education
(SCUPE), November 2009, 245.

3 Southern Christian Leadership Conference of which King was the founding President.

4 MLK’s Presidential Address delivered 16 August 1967to the Atlanta, GA SCLC's Tenth Anniversary Convention.
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In the midst of a mighty struggle to rid our nation of racial and economic injustice,

| have heard so many ministers say, “Those are social issues with which the gospel
has no real concern,” and | have watched so many churches commit themselves to a
completely otherworldly religion which made a strange distinction between body and
soul, the sacred and the secular. So here we are... with a religious community largely
adjusted to the status quo, standing as a taillight behind other community agencies
rather than a headlight leading people to higher levels of justice.®

Clearly, Dr. King was ahead of his time. Frequently issues of social justice are seen as
disconnected from ethical consideration of environmental well-being. As such, the state
of natural resources and ecological sustainability affecting the quality of life in the city
(sail, air, water, drainage/waste services, pollution control, and transportation) are issues
that receive little attention in the poorest areas of the urban community. People of faith,
however, are beginning to recognize what Dr. King saw more than forty years ago that
social and environmental justice are not separate issues, but are central elements in
creating the beloved community.

Churches, Seminaries, Community Groups, and the Global Challenge

Economic justice, theo-ecology, and racial and gender justice in the cities of the U.S.A. are
not separate issues from rural and global exploitation that is wreaking havoc in smaller
communities and in two-thirds world communities of sub-Saharan Africa, many parts of
Asia, Oceana, the Caribbean, and South America. In its 2004 meeting in Accra, Ghana —
West Africa, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) framed the challenge in
this way:

We live in a scandalous world that denies God's call to life for all. The annual income

of the richest 1 percent is equal to that of the poorest 57 percent, and 24,000 people
die each day from poverty and malnutrition. The debt of poor countries continues to
increase despite paying back their original borrowing many times over. Resource-driven
wars claim the lives of millions, while millions more die of preventable diseases. The HIV
and AIDS global pandemic afflicts life in all parts of the world, affecting the poorest
where generic drugs are not available. The majority of those in poverty are women and
children and the number of people living in absolute poverty on less than one US dollar
per day continues to increase.®

The first Calling for the Order of the Day conference recognized the importance of the role
of seminaries in supporting efforts to address injustice:

Seminaries and university departments of religion possess a lot of power in defining
when, where, and for whom God-talk will be extended. Furthermore, educational
institutions have always been given a principle place in so-called “mainline”
ecclesiastical social orders. So for good and substantial reasons, African American
Presbyterian (and Baptist, Methodist, Episcopal, and Pentecostal) scholars, among

> Martin Luther King Jr.'s Letter from the Birmingham Jail quoted in James M. Washington, p 299.
® WARC Accra Confession, 2004.
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others, continue to call into question precisely what is assumed to be beyond question:
how God-talk is extended, where, to whom, and whose answers are considered
valuable, relevant, and legitimate.’

There are successes being made toward reaching the goal of creating an environment for
the beloved community. Churches and community groups are making significant strides in
forming ministries that challenge the blatant inequities of power and disenfranchisement,
spiritual malaise, and environmental exploitation. This interdisciplinary analysis will examine
approaches employed by representative groups in Pittsburgh and in other communities
engaged in these efforts. Through worship, lectures, workshops, and site-visits, this
conference will explore the scriptural and theological basis of Martin King’s ideal of

the beloved community as an ethical and spiritual value that inspires holistic strategies
churches and community groups can utilize to organize efforts promoting the spiritual and
environmental well-being in the city.

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES
At the end of the conference, participants will be able to:

1. Discuss the theology of Martin Luther King Jr.'s “Beloved Community” ideal as a
resource for understanding the ecological importance of all life.

2. Explain the interrelatedness of God’s creation as a value that includes social and
ecological justice, giving attention to lifestyle and neighborhood self-sufficiency and
sustainability.

3. ldentify strategies of congregation-based outreach ministry that engage relationship-
building with stakeholders in their surrounding community to strengthen spiritual,
social, and physical environments on behalf of the poor and disenfranchised.

7Katie G. Cannon and Marsha Snulligan Haney. Unpublished 2007 Calling for the Order of the Day Interschool Cooperative Project
Grant Request to the Committee on Theological Education - Presbyterian Church (USA). 1.
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URBAN INTENSIVE WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Thursday April 8, 2010

11:30 a.m.
On-Site Conference General Registration Opens
Lobby, Hicks Chapel

12:00-1:15 p.m.
Conference Overview Luncheon: Planting Trees in the Beloved Community
John Knox Room, Long Hall

1:30-3:00 p.m.

Welcoming Address

Plenary Session 1: Breakthrough Communities and the Beloved Community
John Knox Room, Long Hall

3:00-3:30 p.m.
Break & Refreshments

3:30-5:00 p.m.
Plenary Session 2: The Beloved Community: Social Justice, and Eco-Justice for the Church
John Knox Room, Long Hall

6:00 p.m.
Dinner
Kadel Dining Room, McNaugher Hall

7:30-8:30 p.m.
Worship at Bidwell Presbyterian Church: Praising God in a Hostile Environment
1025 Liverpool St., Pittsburgh, PA

Transportation to Bidwell will begin loading following dinner at 7:00 p.m. behind the Hicks
Memorial Chapel. Local residents are encouraged to carpool to the church for worship.
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Time and Location

Event and Speaker

12:00-1:15 p.m.
Dining Hall 1& 2, Kadel
Dining Hall, McNaugher

Calling for the Order of
the Day: Planting Trees in
the Beloved Community

The Rev. Dr. Ronald E.
Peters, Henry L. Hillman
Professor of Urban Ministry
and Director, Metro-Urban
Institute, Pittsburgh, Pa.

1:30 p.m.
John Knox Room, Long Hall

The Importance of Urban
Ministries of Social Justice

The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl
[ll, President and Professor
of Homiletics, Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

1:30-3:00 p.m.
John Knox Room, Long Hall

Plenary Session1:
Breakthrough
Communities and the
Beloved Community

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Dr. M. Paloma Pavel, Co-
Founder and President of
Earth House Inc., Oakland,
Calif.

Dr. Carl Anthony, Co-
Founder of Earth House
Inc., Oakland, Calif. and
Founding Editor of Race,
Poverty and Environmental
Journal
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Time and Location

Event and Speaker

1:30-3:00 p.m.
John Knox Room, Long Hall

Continued

Plenary Session1:
Breakthrough
Communities and the
Beloved Community

RESPONDENTS

Court Gould, Executive
Director, Sustainable
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Fred Brown, Associate
Director for Program
Development, Kingsley
Association, Pittsburgh, Pa.

3:30-5:00 p.m.
John Knox Room, Long Hall

Plenary Session 2: The
Beloved Community,

Social Justice and Eco-
Justice for the Church

Dr. Katie Geneva Cannon,
Professor of Christian Ethics,
Union Theological Seminary
and Presbyterian School

of Christian Education,
Richmond, Va.

6:00 p.m.
Kadel Dining Hall, Long Hall

Dinner

7:30 p.m.

Bidwell Presbyterian
Church, 1025 Liverpool St.,
Pittsburgh

Bus loads at 7:00 p.m.
behind Hicks Memorial
Chapel

Worship: Praising God in a
Hostile Environment

The Rev. B. DeNeice
Welch, Pastor, Bidwell
Presbyterian Church,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
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Friday, April 9, 2010

7:30-8:30 a.m.
Breakfast
Kadel Dining Room, McNaugher Hall

8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship: The Future Environment of the Black Church
John Knox Room, Long Hall

10:15 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Off Site Workshops and Pastors’ Roundtable

Transportation to off site workshops will load behind Hicks Memorial Chapel. Consult
workshop titles and locations on the following pages to choose the appropriate site visit for
your interests.

12:30-1:30 p.m.
Lunch
Kadel Dining Room, McNaugher Hall

1:30-3:00 p.m.

Afternoon Workshops

Consult workshop titles and locations on the following pages to choose the appropriate
site visit for your interests.

3:00-3:15 p.m.
Break

3:15-4:45 p.m.

Plenary Session: Facing the Challenges in Church, Theological Education, and Community
Ministry Collaboration

John Knox Room, Long Hall

6:00- 8:30 p.m.
Testimonial Dinner Honoring the Rev. Dr. Gayraud Wilmore
Kadel Dining Room, McNaugher Hall
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Time and Location

Event and Speaker

7:30-8:30 a.m.
Kadel Dining Room, Long
Hall

Breakfast

8:45-10:00 a.m.
Hicks Memorial Chapel

Worship: The Future
Environment of the Black
Church

The Rev. J. Herbert
Nelson, Founding Pastor,
Liberation Community
Church, Memphis, Tenn.

10:15a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
The Kingsley Association

Transportation loads behind
Hicks Memorial Chapel

OFF SITE WORKSHOP 1:
Creating an Environment
of Change

The Kingsley Association:
Green Neighborhood
Planning

Fred Brown, Associate
Director for Program
Development, Kingsley
Association, Pittsburgh, Pa.

10:15a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Open Door Church at The
Union Project

Transportation loads behind
Hicks Memorial Chapel

OFF SITE WORKSHOP 2:
Recreating the Church
and Communal
Environment

The Open Door and Valley
View Presbyterian Churches:
Urban Gardens

The Rev. BJ Woodworth,
Pastor, The Open Door
The Rev. Chad Collins,
Pastor, Valley View
Presbyterian Church
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Time and Location

Event and Speaker

10:15a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Grace Memorial Presbyterian
Church

Transportation loads behind
Hicks Memorial Chapel

OFF SITE WORKSHOP 3:
The Beloved Community:
Educating Youth for a
New Environment

Grace Memorial Presbyterian
Church: A-STEP

Nikki Monroe Hines,
Director of Operations,
Schenley Heights
Community Development
Program

10:15a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Homewood
Library

Transportation loads behind
Hicks Memorial Chapel

OFF SITE WORKSHOP 4:
Worship in the Beloved
Community

House of Manna New
Church Development

The Rev. Eugene
Blackwell, Organizing
Pastor, House of Manna
Faith Community

10:15a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
The Homewood Children’s
Village

Transportation loads behind
Hicks Memorial Chapel

OFF SITE WORKSHOP 5:
Creating Nurturing
Environments

Homewood Children’s
Village

The Rev. Dr. John Wallace,
Associate Professor of Social
Work, The University of
Pittsburgh

Photo Credit: Ahmad Sandadge
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Friday, April 9, 2010

Time and Location Event and Speaker
10:15 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. OFF SITE WORKSHOP 6:
The Pittsburgh Project Re-Shaping the Beloved

Community

Transportation loads behind
Hicks Memorial Chapel The Pittsburgh Project:
Neighborhood Development

Elizabeth Rosemeyer,
Executive Director, The
Pittsburgh Project

10:15a.m.- 12:30 p.m. PASTOR’'S ROUNDTABLE
John Knox Room ON COMMUNITY
MINISTRY:

The Congregational
Environment of Ministry:
A Dialogue Among
Pastors

CONVENERS

The Rev. David Taylor, St.
Charles Lwanga Catholic
Church

The Rev. Dr. William Lee,
Christ Kingdom Celebration
Church of God

The Rev. Dr. J. LaVon
Kincaid, Laketon Heights
United Methodist Church

The Rev. Denise Mason,
Community of Reconciliation
Church

The Rev. Jason Barr,
Macedonia Baptist Church
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Friday, April 9, 2010

Time and Location Event and Speaker

12:30-1:30 p.m. Lunch
Kadel Dining Room,
McNaugher Hall

1:30-3:00 p.m. WORKSHOP 1: Conflicting
Room 4, Long Hall Values and the Struggle
to Build a Beloved
Community Environment

Dr. Warren Dennis,
Director of the Metro Urban
Ministry and Professor

of Urban Ministry, New
Brunswick Theological
Seminary

Dr. Hak Joon Lee, Associate
Professor of Ethics and
Theology, New Brunswick
Theological Seminary

Dr. Marsha Snulligan
Haney, Professor of
Religions of the World,
Interdenominational
Theological Center

1:30-3:00 p.m. WORKSHOP 2:
Room 3, Long Hall Constructive Values in
Environmental Justice

Dr. Rebecca Todd Peters,
Professor of Religious
Studies, Elon University
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Time and Location

Event and Speaker

1:30-3:00 p.m.
John Knox Room, Long Hall

WORKSHOP 3:

Pastors’ Panel/ The
Denominational
Environment of Ministry:
A Dialogue Among
Pastors

1:30-3:00 p.m.
Room 8, Long Hall

WORKSHOP 4:
Political Strategies to
Environmental Change

Dr. Sekou Franklin,
Professor of Political Science,
Middle Tennessee State
University

1:30-3:00 p.m.
Room 2, Long Hall

WORKSHOP 5: Renewing
the Pledge: Leadership
and Stewardship of King's
Vision In Sustainability

Stephanie Simmons,
Bioremediation Specialist
and Consultant, Cosmos
Technologies Inc.

3:00-3:15 p.m.

Break
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Friday, April 9, 2010
Time and Location Event and Speaker
3:15-4:45 p.m. PLENARY: Facing the

John Knox Room, Long Hall | Challenges in Church,
Theological Education,
and Community Ministry
Collaboration

Dr. Deborah Mullen,
Professor of Ministry and
Historical Studie and
Director of the Center for
African American and Black
Church Studies, McCormick
Theological Seminary

Dr. Fred Smith, Associate
Professor of Urban Ministry
and Director of Practice

of Ministry and Mission,
Wesley Theological Seminary

Dr. Leah Gaskin Fitchue,
President, Payne Theological
Seminary

Dr. James Noel, Professor
of African American
Christianity, San Francisco
Theological Seminary

6:00-8:30 p.m. Testimonial Dinner
Kadel Dining Room, Honoring Dr. Gayraud
McNaugher Hall Wilmore

Dr. Gayraud Wilmore,
Professor Emeritus,
Interdenominational Center,
Atlanta, Ga.
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Saturday, April 10, 2010

8:45-9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
Hicks Memorial Chapel

9:40-11:00 a.m.

Workshops

Consult workshop titles and locations on the following pages to choose the appropriate
site visit for your interests.

11:00- 11:15 a.m.
Break

11:15- 12:20 p.m.
Worship: Youth Explosion Hip-Hop Worship
Hicks Memorial Chapel

12:30-1:15 p.m.
Lunch
Kadel Dining Room, McNaugher Hall

1:30- 3:00 p.m.
Group Resolutions
John Know Room, Long Hall
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Saturday, April 10, 2010

Time and Location Event and Speaker
8:45-9:30 a.m. SATURDAY MORNING
Hicks Memorial Chapel WORSHIP
9:40-11:00 a.m. WORKSHOP 1: The Next

John Knox Room, Long Hall |Steps in Black
Presbyterianism

The Rev. Gregory Bentley,
Pastor, Brown Memorial
Presbyterian Church
Tuscaloosa, Ala. & President,
National Black Presbyterian

Caucus
9:40-11:00 a.m. WORKSHOP 2: Organizing
Room 4, Long Hall for Policy Change that

Enhances Community Life

Cecil D. Corbin-Mark,
Deputy Director, WeAct for
Environmental Justice, West
Harlem New York, N.Y.

9:40-11:00 a.m. WORKSHOP 3: Building
Room 2, Long Hall Blocks in the Church:
Secular Community
Partnerships

Laverne Baker Hotep,
Director of Community Arts
and Education, Center for
Victims of Violence and
Crime
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Saturday, April 10, 2010

Time and Location Event and Speaker
9:40-11:00 a.m. WORKSHOP 4: HIV/
Room 3, Long Hall AIDS IN THE BELOVED

COMMUNITY

ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Anthony Anderson,
Project Coordinator,
Partnership for Intervention
and Empowerment,
Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force

9:40-11:00 a.m. WORKSHOP 5: Organizing
Room 8, Long Hall for Social Justice and Eco-
Justice in the Community

The Rev. John Welch,
President, Pittsburgh
Interfaith Impact Network

9:40-11:00 a.m. WORKSHOP 6: The
Room 9, Long Hall Coalition Against
Violence: Going Forward

Tim Stevens, Chairperson,
Black Political Empowerment
Program

Valerie Dixon, Restorative
Justice Coordinator, Center
for Victims of Violence and
Crime
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Saturday, April 10, 2010
Time and Location Event and Speaker
9:40-11:00 a.m. WORKSHOP 7: Is Non-
Room 10, Long Hall Violence an Option in the

Beloved Community?

The Rev. James Riggins,
Chaplain, East Liberty Family
Health Care Center

Steven Werth, Interim
Program Coordinator,
Metro-Urban Institute at

Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary

11:15a.m.-12:20 p.m. WORSHIP: Youth

Hicks Memorial chapel Explosion Hip-Hop
Worship

12:30-1:15 p.m. Lunch

Kadel Dining Room,

McNaugher Hall

1:30-3:00 p.m. Group Resolutions

John Knox Room, Long Hall
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SPEAKER BIOS

DR. M. PALOMA PAVEL Dr. Pavel is co-Founder and president of Earth House Inc. in
Oakland, Calif. Earth House has worked with a series of environmental sustainability groups
in the Pacific Rim, including Cambodia and Japan, and in the US supporting organizations
working on issues of health, justice, education, legal services and metropolitan
development. Dr. Pavel works in the Bay Area and does internationally consulting

to individuals, communities, and organizations in areas such as strategic visioning,
communication, diversity, and leadership development.

DR. CARL ANTHONY Dr. Anthony is co-founder of Earth House Inc. in Oakland, Calif.

He is also the founding editor of the Race, Poverty and Environmental Journal, the only
environmental justice periodical in the country. Dr. Anthony is the founder and for 12 years
was executive director of the Urban Habitat Program, one of the oldest environmental
justice organizations in the country. He is currently a visiting scholar/Ford Foundation Senior
Fellow in the department of geography at the University of California Berkeley.

COURT GOULD Gould is the executive director of Sustainable Pittsburgh, a public-

policy advocacy group that effects decision making in the Pittsburgh region to integrate
economic prosperity, social equity, and environmental quality bringing sustainable solutions
to communities and businesses. Since its inception in 1998, Sustainable Pittsburgh

has created a diverse coalition across sectors that assists communities and businesses to
implement sustainable development practices, and collaborates to integrate sustainability.

FRED BROWN Brown is the associate director for program development at the Kingsley
Association in Pittsburgh, Pa. He has done extensive work in the areas of community
organizing and environmental justice. Prior to his work with the Kingsley Association, Mr.
Brown was the executive director of Peter’s Place Inc., a non-profit agency which serves
the homeless and unemployed persons of Charlotte, N.C. Brown has also served as the
executive director of the Environmental Justice Institute, and was co-founder of the Youth
Policy Institute, both of which are in Pittsburgh.

DR. KATIE GENEVA CANNON Dr. Cannon is the Annie Scales Rogers Professor of
Christian Ethics at Union Seminary and Presbyterian School for Christian Education in
Richmond, Va. She is author of several books including, Katie's Cannon: Womanism and
the Soul of the Black Community and Black Womanist Ethics. She is currently working
on her latest theological contribution entitled, The Pounding of Soundless Heartbeats: A
Womanist Critique of the Trans Atlantic Slave Trade.

THE REV. B. DENEICE WELCH The Rev. Welch is pastor of Biwell Presbyterian Church
in Pittsburgh, Pa. She is a 2004 Graduate of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and holds
degrees from Geneva College and Robert Morris University. The Rev. Welch serves on
several community interest boards including Urban Youth Action Inc., Family Hospice
and Palliative Care Center, Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact Network, and is a member of the
Advisory board of the Metro-Urban Institute.



Pittsburgh Theological Seminary Metro-Urban Institute / Urban Intensive Conference / April 8-10, 2010
Calling for the Order of the Day / Creating the Beloved Community: Environmental Justice in the City
-25-

SPEAKER BIOS

THE REV. DR. J. HERBERT NELSON Dr. Nelson is the founding pastor of Liberation
Community Presbyterian Church in Memphis, Tenn. He also co-founded the Southern Faith,
Labor, and Community Alliance, and is the associate director of the Benjamin L. Hooks
Institute for Social Change at the University of Memphis. Nelson has also served on the
board of directors for Interfaith Worker Justice.

DR. WARREN L. DENNIS Dr. Dennis is director of Metro Urban Ministry and professor
of urban ministry at the New Brunswick Theological Seminary in New Brunswick, N.J.
Dr. Dennis is an ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and has served on the board of the Greater Brunswick Charter School as well as
the Association of Case Teaching, a professional organization whose focus is on the
advancement of the use of case studies in the teaching of future leaders.

DR. REBECCA TODD PETERS Dr. Peters is professor of religious studies at Elon University
in Elon, N.C. She holds a doctorate from Union Theological Seminary in New York, N.Y.
She has published “The Future of Globalization: Seeking Pathways of Transformation” in
the Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics and contributed a chapter to Body and Soul:
Rethinking Sexuality as Justice-Love. Peters also co-edited the book Justice in the Making:
Feminist Social Ethics, a collection of Beverly Harrison’s work. Her most recent book is
entitled In Search of the Good Life: The Ethics of Globalization.

DR. HAK JOON LEE Dr. Lee is associate professor of ethics and theology at New Brunswick
Theological Seminary in New Brunswick, N.J. He has published several books including We
Will Get to the Promised Land: Martin Luther King Jr.’s Communal- Political Spirituality.

He is currently working on his second book on Dr. King entitled The Great World House:
Martin Luther King Jr. and the Theory and Praxis of Global Ethics. Lee is currently serving on
the Steering Committee of the MLK Consultation at the American Academy of Religion.

DR. MARSHA SNULLIGAN HANEY Dr. Haney is professor of religions of the world at The
Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, Ga. She has taught, preached, lectured,
and engaged in theological research and lead mission group tours in more than 30
countries. Dr. Haney has an interest in mission studies, ecumenism, and world Christianity
as well as Islam and Christian-Muslim relations.

DR. SEKOU FRANKLIN Dr. Franklin is professor of political science and assistant professor
of urban studies at Middle Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro, Tenn. Dr. Franklin
serves as chairman of the Urban Epicenter, a board member for the Tennessee Alliance for
Progress, and is a former board member of Human Values for Transformative Action. He
has done extensive work on how the “Green Economy” can serve to both reduce poverty
and improve the environment. Dr. Franklin recently co-authored the State of Tennessee’s
Green Jobs Initiative.
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STEPHANIE N. SIMMONS Stephanie Simmons is a bioremediation specialist and
consultant with Cosmos Technologies Inc. of Pittsburgh, and specializes in remediation and
wastewater management, including mine water, acid, and heavy metal contamination. Her
work involves analysis, design, and modification of wastewater systems to become more
sustainable and organic, reducing municipal costs and public risks. She has worked with

a number of environmental groups and organizations in Western Pennsylvania and the
surrounding region.

DR. DEBORAH MULLEN Dr. Mullen is professor of ministry and historical studies and
director of The Center for African American and Black Church Studies at McCormick
Theological Seminary in Chicago, lll. She has served as dean of the master’s level program
for McCormick as well as associate dean of students and director of minority student
affairs for the University of Rochester. Among her published works are articles and book
chapters found in Shaping Beloved Community: Multicultural Theological Education, the
Presbyterian Survey, The Journal of the Presbyterian Historical Society, Renewing the Vision,
Out of the Ashes, and Ending Racism in the Church. She was also co-editor of a collection
entitled Ordination: Past, Present, and Future.

DR. FRED SMITH Dr. Smith is professor of urban ministry and director of Practice of
Ministry and Mission at Wesley Theological Seminary. Dr. Smith did his undergraduate
studies at Harvard University, holds an M.Div. from Southern Methodist University, and a
doctorate from Emory University. Dr. Smith is an Elder in the United Methodist Church.

He served as the associate director of Interfaith Programs for the Carter Center in Atlanta
before becoming senior pastor of Fellowship UMC and director of the Center of Hope
(2000-2005). He specializes in the areas of prophetic religious education, violence in black
communities, substance abuse prevention, at-risk youth, and faith and health. Dr. Smith

is currently working on the manuscript for “The Beloved Community: Prophetic Religious
Education, Faith-based Initiative Manual”.

DR. LEAH GASKIN FITCHUE Dr. Fitchue is the first female president of Payne Theological
Seminary in Wilberforce, Ohio in addition to being the African American woman to serve
as president of any of the 244 accredited theological schools in the United States and is the
first woman to lead a historically black seminary. Prior to becoming president of Payne, Dr.
Fitchue was professor of religious studies at Hampton University in Hampton, Va.

DR. JAMES NOEL Dr. Noel is professor of African American Christianity at San Francisco
Theological Seminary in San Anselmo, Calif. He is the author of two books: Black Religion
and the Imagination of Matter in the Atlantic World and The Passion of the Lord: African
American Reflections as well as authoring more than 20 articles and reviews. He is currently
working on his latest publication entitled Onesimus Our Brother: Reading Race, Religion
and Slavery in Philemon. He holds a doctroate from the Graduate Theological Union in
Berkley, Calif.
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THE REV. GREGORY BENTLEY The Rev. Bentley is pastor of Brown Memorial Presbyterian
Church in Tuscaloosa, Ala. Additionally he serves as president of the National Black
Presbyterian Caucus.

CECIL CORBIN-MARK Corbin-Mark is the deputy director of WeAct for Environmental
Justice, a non-profit eco-justice organizing group in West Harlem, N.Y. He is a life-long
resident of Hamilton Heights. His list of recent and former environmental affiliations
include: New York Jobs with Justice, Center for Environmental Health, Urban Wet Weather
FACA for the US EPA, the New York State DEC Urban Air Toxic Committee, New York State
Cumulative Risk Assessment Work.

LAVERNE BAKER HOTEP is the director of community arts and education for the Center
for Victims of Violence and Crime in Pittsburgh, Pa. Baker Hotep is currently leading the
CVVC's EVE Project which seeks to develop and implement an education and awareness
initiative that examines the environmental risk factors that contribute to violence, crime,
and conflict.

ANTHONY ANDERSON is the project coordinator for the Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force’s
Partnership for Intervention and Empowerment. The PATF is Southwestern Pennsylvania‘s
largest HIV and AIDS resource and intervention program. The Partnership provides
innovative community based support services that improve the health and quality of life for
all individuals living with HIV/AIDS and to be relentless in preventing the spread of the virus.

THE REV. JOHN C. WELCH The Rev. Welch is dean of students at Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary. He is an ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church
(USA). Welch has done extensive work with the Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact Network
and has served as its president. He also serves as a member of the Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary’s Metro-Urban Institute Advisory Committee.

TIM STEVENS Tim Stevens is chairperson of the Black Political Empowerment Project
(B-PEP) as well as co-convener of Coalition Against Violence. Stevens is active in the fight
against crime and violence on Pittsburgh’s inner city streets.

VALERIE DIXON Valorie Dixon is restorative justice coordinator at the Center for Victims
of Violence & Crime. She is founder of The PA.C.T. (Prevent Another Crime Today) Initiative
and is co-convener of the Pittsburgh Coalition Against Violence. Dixon is active throughout
Pittsburgh bettering the lives of inner city youth.

STEVEN WERTH Steven Werth is a recent graduate of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.
He is currently interim program coordinator at the Metro-Urban Institute, and is actively
seeking ordination in the Presbyterian Church.
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THE REV. JAMES A. RIGGINS is a recent graduate of the dual degree program at
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and University of Pittsburgh, where he earned degrees

in divinity and social work. The Rev. Riggins is an ordained minister in the National Baptist
Church and currently serves as chaplain at East Liberty Family Healthcare.

ORGANIZATION INFO

GREEN GROWTH COLLABORATIVE The Kingsley Association was founded in 1893

as part of the Settlement House Movement in order to provide human services and

social reform to poor and immigrant families finding themselves in tremendous need.

The Kingsley Association has always operated on the principle that partnership with the
community as an equal participant, sharing its issues and concerns, can bring about
solutions to the problems of urban life. The Association provides a variety of education,
recreation, youth development, family, and community development services to Pittsburgh’s
East Liberty and Larimer Neighborhoods.

THE GARFIELD FARM'S mission is to seek to learn, teach, and practice organic gardening
and farming in the places that have been neglected and abandoned in Pittsburgh’s
neighborhood of Garfield. The Farm has been a successful teaching tool for community
and congregation members that harvests. produces, and makes food available to the
community. The success of the Garfield Farm is not only evident in crops yielded, but in
relationships built, connections made with other neighborhood groups, and progress made
for future expansion.

SCHENLEY HEIGHTS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CENTER Nikki Monroe Hines is the
director of operations for the Schenley Heights Community Development Program (SHCDP)
which was established in 1995 to provide an alternative to crime and other socially
destructive activities that too often plague inner city, low-income communities. SCHDP
works with Pittsburgh’s urban youth to promote academic and life success as well as
activities that encourage behavioral and physical wellness. SHCDP is dedicated to providing
a bright future for urban youth by building capacity among children and their families.

THE HOUSE OF MANNA The Rev. Eugene Blackwell is the organizing pastor of the House
of Manna Faith Community, a “church without walls” serving the Homewood-Brushton
neighborhood of Pittsburgh. House of Manna is a missional faith community, enlisting
everyday people in the family of God, encouraging them during transformation in Jesus
Christ, equipping them to spread his love, and empowering them for freedom. The Rev.
Blackwell is a member of the MUI Advisory Committee.
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HOMEWOOD CHILDREN'S VILLAGE and BIBLE CENTER CHURCH Dr. John Wallace is an
associate professor at the School of Social Work at the University of Pittsburgh and pastor
of the Bible Center Church, located in Pittsburgh’s East End. A native of Homewood, Dr.
Wallace leads the Homewood Children’s Village project which aims to bring “cradle to
college community development” to Homewood in the model of the Harlem Children’s
Zone. Wallace earned his doctorate from the University of Michigan. His research examines
the impact of religion as a protective factor against adolescent problem behavior and the
role of faith-based organizations in the revitalization of community through the provision
of social services, economic empowerment and community development.

THE PITTSBURGH PROJECT Elizabeth Rosemeyer is the executive director of the
Pittsburgh Project, a non-profit community development agency located on Pittsburgh’s
North Side. For more than 25 years, the project has been developing leaders and serving
some of the city’s most vulnerable residents. The Pittsburgh Project operates a progressive
series of after school and summer programs for urban youth, runs work camps to provide
free home repairs to Pittsburgh’s in-need elderly home owners, and spearheads economic
and community development efforts to invigorate North Side neighborhoods.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Metro-Urban Institute of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary gratefully acknowledges the
generous support of those who helped make this event possible:

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) EVANGELISM AND CONGREGATIONAL
ENHANCEMENT MINISTRY UNIT Since 1833 the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has been in
mission service around the world. The Worldwide Ministries Division (WMD) empowers the
church in each place to share the transforming power of the gospel of Jesus Christ with all
people. 100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville, KY Website: www.pcusa.org/wmd.

BUHL FOUNDATION The Buhl Foundation was founded in the 1920s and is dedicated
it to charitable, educational, and public uses and purposes which benefit the citizens

of the City of Pittsburgh and the County of Allegheny, Pa. The foundation’s focus is on
innovation, with emphasis on funding “opportunities with potential impact beyond the
institution which has been funded.” The foundation’s concerns include “the developing
and harnessing of new technologies to address the administration and purposes of
organizations or processes of learning and teaching, and the investigation of social
problems with a view to generating creative solutions and cooperation among diverse
disciplines or organizations.”

POISE FOUNDATION The Poise Foundation was formed in 1980 as the first public
foundation in the state of Pennsylvania organized and managed by African Americans.

The purpose of the Foundation is to develop and enhance the participation of African
American philanthropists in the economic and social development of the Black community
of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. For 30 years, the Foundation has been supporting
programs that add value to the quality of life of Black Pittsburgh and the region as a whole.

KINGSLEY ASSOCIATION The Kingsley Association was founded in 1893 as part of the
Settlement House Movement in order to provide human services and social reform to poor
and immigrant families finding themselves in tremendous need. The Kingsley Association
has always operated on the principle that partnership with the community as an equal
participant, sharing its issues and concerns, can bring about solutions to the problems of
urban life. The Association provides a variety of education, recreation, youth development,
family, and community development services to Pittsburgh’s East Liberty and Larimer
Neighborhoods.
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