Lent Devotional March 22, 2026
Scripture
Romans 12:1-21

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be
conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you
ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same
function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to

faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver,
in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the
Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the
saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep
with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for
what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with

all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written,
“Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if
they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Devotion
The Rev. Carol Divens Roth ’85

When she was three years old, our granddaughter, the youngest of four siblings and the only girl, was
her mother’s devoted traveling companion as they shopped and ran errands almost daily. She reigned
over the back seat providing nonstop entertainment, singing to the radio and supplementing from her
own personal playlist. One day as they traveled, she was running through her Sunday school repertoire,
belting out “Jesus Loves Me,” when suddenly there was an abrupt, uncharacteristic silence.

Then a shout: “WE ARE NOT WEAK!”

The soundtrack of her life had a new beat. It was as if she had a flash of insight into her own agency,
seeing herself as someone who had the strength to act, to choose, to forge a path—not helpless but
empowered.

In Romans 12, Paul changes the drumbeat of faith. For 11 chapters, he lays the foundation of belief, of
what God has done for us in Christ Jesus, and now, therefore, he issues the call to agency. If you're
singing “Jesus loves me” with all your heart, soul, mind and strength because you believe it, then put it
into action.



Show the empathy that Jesus has for you by “one-anothering.” Put yourself in the place of the mother
who weeps for the child she cannot feed today. How can you have an impact? Pursue hospitality to
strangers. Offer love to trans kids. Find out how to help immigrants from being treated unfairly. Live in
harmony with all. Associate with the lowly. Let love be genuine. Love one another with mutual affection.

As Paul writes, we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us. That means we all have gifts.
Use your gifts in faithful nonconformity. Together, WE ARE NOT WEAK!

Prayer

Dear God, Jesus loves me. This | know. This | know. This | know. Let the sure power of that knowledge
strengthen me to live it out and show that love for the world and all my fellow creatures. Make me your
faithful nonconformist. Amen.



