
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
Bridging the Word and the World

Your partner in ministry since 1794, Pittsburgh Seminary is a graduate theological 
school of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Rooted in the Reformed tradition, the 
Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically 
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ. 
Our student body is comprised of more than 20 denominations.

Faculty
24 full time, who frequently preach and teach in churches

Degree Programs
•	 Master of Divinity
•	 Master of Divinity with joint degrees in law, social work, and public policy in 

cooperation with local universities
•	 Master of Divinity with Church Planting Emphasis
•	 Master of Divinity or Master of Arts with Urban Ministry Certificate
•	 Master of Arts
•	 Master of Sacred Theology
•	 Doctor of Ministry

Certificate Programs
•	 Commissioned Ruling Elder
•	 Spiritual Formation
•	 Urban Ministry Leadership

Resources for Churches
•	 Barbour Library with resources for students and the community
•	 Continuing Education programs for church leaders and laity
•	 Metro-Urban Institute with programs focusing on urban ministry 
•	 Center for Business, Religion and Public Life, combining church 

and society 
•	 Miller Summer Youth Institute for high school scholars to explore 

theological education
•	 World Mission Initiative developing mission vision 
•	 Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology and Zeitah 

Excavations offering an exploration of biblical archaeology
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A 2006 alum of Pittsburgh Seminary’s Miller Summer Youth 
Institute, Brian Lays has been serious about theological study 
since high school in Denver, Colo. During his time at SYI, he 
came to appreciate the complexities of biblical and theological 
issues, and his love for study began to emerge. The professors 
at PTS challenged him to think in many ways about each issue 
and to be comfortable living out faith within the tension of 
unanswered questions. Now as a full-time M.Div. student at 
Pittsburgh Seminary, Brian’s gifts for ministry have been tangibly 
recognized. He received the Seminary’s highest merit award 

for his academically excellent work. The funding gives Brian the support he needs 
to obtain a high-quality theological education without incurring overburdening 
financial debt.

Ebony Taylor, a master of arts student, has been serving as a 
social worker in the Woodland Hills School District for a decade. 
She is continuing to set an example for her children by following 
God’s call, now also as an evening student at PTS. “Education 
and faith are extremely important to me, and I want to be a role 
model for my children in both areas of life,” says Ebony. From a 
family of five generations of pastors, two years ago she felt God 
saying, “You’re living a good life, Ebony, but not necessarily the 
one I intended.” So she decided to “get on God’s program.” “I 
do a lot of informal counseling, and I want to continue to do 
that in a biblically well informed way,” she notes.

A 2003 graduate of Singapore Bible College with an M.Div. 
degree, Calvin Chong has served as a Basel Christian Church 
of Malaysia pastor for more than a decade. Desiring to further 
his theological education, he enrolled in a master of theology 
program in his home state, at Malaysia’s Sabah Theological 
Seminary. The principal of STS told Calvin of our international 
student scholarship, so Calvin applied to our STM program. 
Despite having just gotten married in June, he and his wife, Lu, 
decided Calvin should study in Pittsburgh this year, while Lu 
remained at her job in Malaysia. “It is because of the scholarship 

that I could come,” says Calvin. Along with taking classes, he is working on a thesis 
studying the use of the Old Testament in the New Testament.

It is the Seminary’s goal to alleviate student debt by offering 
financial aid. As the cost of education rises, sufficient financial 
assistance depends on your donations. To learn more about 
how your congregation can help, visit www.pts.edu or call Vice 
President for Advancement and Marketing Tom Pappalardo at 
412-924-1378 or e-mail tpappalardo@pts.edu.
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