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Reflections on the Border 

Agua Prieta, Sonora, Mexico 
 

Saturday, February 27, 2010 
 
This morning our team left Pittsburgh to travel to Tucson, AZ, where we will begin our journey 
to Mexico. We had a few delays, but otherwise our travel was smooth. I’m looking forward to 
getting to know my fellow team members  I think we will all bring different gifts to our trip and 
team. And interesting conversation had me thinking about, “mission.”  I sat by a woman and her 
mother on my flight from Pgh to Chicago. The daughter asked me where I was going and I 
shared information about the mission trip Almost apologetically, she said, “Well our trip is not as 
altruistic. We are going to Puerto Vallarta for vacation.” To ease her guilt, I mentioned she was 
helping to support Mexico’s economy. 
 
This conversation had me thinking about how we define mission.  Is it simply traveling for a 
week to a disadvantaged area or does it mean complete infusion of mission in our life?  I’ll admit 
I feel good going on mission trips, but often the trip doesn’t completely change my lifestyle.  
What responsibility do we have as those going on mission trips?  What makes my trip to Agua 
Prieta different from a trip to Puerto Vallarta? 
 
Lesslie Newbigin might remind me that I am a simple servant whom God has chosen and sent 
for the sake of all – Jesus Christ.  And so, I enter this week humbly offering myself to the work 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Dear Jesus – I pray you would prepare me to truly enter into a new experience t his week.  Open 
my eyes to the needs of my Mexican brothers and sisters.  Help me to understand and know the 
message you call me to bring to those I meet.  Amen. 
 
Sunday, February 28, 2010 
 
Today we drove to Douglas, AZ, and met with Mark Adams, the US Coordinator serving at 
Frontera De Cristo.  Mark has served at this site for 11 years and lives in Agua Prieta.  We also 
met Angel, who will be our guide in Agua Prieta during the week.  
 
Mark spent some time talking about the work of Frontera, which is one of six Presbyterian sites 
along the border between the U.S. and Mexico.  Most sites focus on construction, but this site 
focuses on training in the areas of: 
 *New Church Development 
 *Health Ministry 
 *Family ministry 
 *New Hope Community Center 
 *Mission Education 
 *Just Trade Center 
 
Frontera partners with several organizations:   Migrant Resource Center, CAME, and CRREDO.   
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From a missiology perspective, Frontera’s partnering with other organizations strengthens the 
work of missions in Mexico.  Rather than competing against one another, the organizations are 
able to support one another.  Mission work is a partnership among believers.  No person or 
organization is in a position of superiority.  I’m reminded of Jesus feeding the 5,000 – rather than 
just making fish and bread appear and taking all the glory for his miracle, he takes what a boy 
offers and is able to multiply the blessing among the crowd.  In a way, Frontera supports the 
work of other organizations by highlighting their gifts of ministry. 
 
Monday, March 1, 2010 
 
This morning we met with Mark and discussed our first day in Mexico.  It was really good to 
reflect on our experience.  Each of us has different perspectives on what we have seen and it is 
helpful to hear the thoughts of each other.  We reflected on our experience during worship at the 
Lily of the Valley Church.  Many of us were struck by the delight on the children’s faces during 
worship and the sound of children’s laughter outdoors during the service.  We commented that 
the church welcomed the children to participate in worship and allowed them to be true children.  
The worship was definitely Spirit-filled, an atmosphere that I believe many U.S. churches never 
experience because they are stuck in the routine of the church service.  It was refreshing to see 
authentic worship and worship as a community, even though we didn’t understand everything 
being said. 
 
Tonight we visited an organization called, CAME, which is a ministry that provides support to 
migrants by providing 2 meals and a place to sleep.  After three days the men are often provided 
transportation to their hometown.  It is a temporary site for rest and food for men who have been 
deported back to Mexico.  During dinner, I spoke to Raul, who is originally from Chihuahua.  
Raul moved to El Paso when he was four years old and has been living in the U.S. for 23 years.  
He was caught by the U.S. police and was deported back to Mexico after three years in jail 
because he did not have car insurance and was driving.  Raul left two children, siblings, and his 
parents in Denver, CO.  He truly desires to go back to be with family and to work.  Raul was 
making $600-$700 per week in construction.  He said he will only make $400 per month if he 
finds a good job in Mexico. 
 
CAME exists due to the faithful work of sixty volunteers who daily make food and process new 
migrants coming to seek shelter.  Existing solely on private donations, CAME has been a part of 
the community for 20 years.  Their mission is to restore the dignity of migrants and change the 
misperceptions of migrant workers.  As Estofan, a volunteer, states, “I cannot change the trade 
agreement between our countries.  What I can do is help the migrants on their journey to have a 
safe place to sleep.  Listening to their stories is the most important thing I can do.”  Estofan 
understands mission work.  The kind of mission work we have discussed in class.  It’s not about 
telling others what they need to do, but more about the ministry of presence.  Being present to 
support, encourage, and pray for one another. 
 
Tuesday, March 2, 2010 
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Yesterday we were given an assignment to buy groceries for three meals on a Maquila (factory) 
salary.  My family’s portion of groceries (based on 5 people) was 80 pesos.  Our family walked 
to a local supermarket and purchased:  two bananas, 12 eggs, corn tortillas, flour tortillas, 4 
carrots, 2 bags of noodles, and ½ chicken.  This food was used for three meals (dinner, breakfast, 
and lunch).  It was really difficult to eat such a small amount of food for three meals. 
 
Today our group met with the organization called, CRREDO, which is a drug and alcohol 
treatment center in Agua Prieta.  The organization exists through private donations and has eight 
centers in Mexico.  We joined some of their clients in the Sonora Desert to refill water tanks for 
migrants walking through the desert towards the border wall. 
 
Mission work takes on an interesting element when you are walking besides people who have 
battled severe drug addictions.  I was inspired by the realization that none of these men HAD to 
provide water to others, but they are compelled to do so.  The definition of mission changes 
when you see CRREDO provide water in the desert.  CRREDO ignores the general idea that 
missionaries must be whole beings strong in their faith and decisions.  The men I met are broken 
individuals existing day by day, but God is using them to minister to people who walk the trails 
in the desert.  God can use us at any point and in any condition! 
 
Wednesday, March 3, 2010 
Last night we had the opportunity to participate in a prayer vigil that meets at a McDonalds in 
Douglas, AZ.  The group carries small crosses that have a name of someone who has died in the 
area after climbing the wall.  As a group we walk to the point of entry at the border, shouting the 
names and placing the crosses on the sidewalk.  At the end, we prayed silently for three of the 
names written on crosses. 
 
Mission work does not entail only physical work.  Mission is experienced in a variety of ways 
and one of the most important ways is through prayer.  In fact, I think we should pray 
continuously when we engage in mission work.  It is one of the most simple, yet necessary forms 
of mission work we can do. 
 
Thursday, March 4, 2010 
Last night and tonight we are staying in the homes of church members in Agua Prieta.  The 
family I am staying with includes Ester (the mother), her husband, and teenage daughter.  None 
of them spoke much English and I did not speak much Spanish, but we managed to engage in 
conversation.  I was struck by the ability to connect with them despite the language barrier. 
 
Today we learned more about the effects of immigration by touring the Border Patrol office in 
Douglas, AZ.  The agents cannot be regarded as the enemy in the issue of immigration; they are 
only one part of the complex issues surrounding migration to the U.S.  What I did realize is the 
amount of money the U.S. has invested in patrolling the border.  There were hundreds of 
vehicles, state of the art cameras along the border, and the facilities were large. 
 
These are the statistics I am struggling to comprehend: 
 
The U.S spent 40 million dollars to build the wall 
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The U.S. spends 4 million dollars per mile to maintain the wall 
5,600 migrants were deported back to Mexico last month 
Before the wall was built, 1.2 million illegal immigrants lived in the U.S.  After the wall was 
built, there are 12 million illegal immigrants live in the U.S. 
 
I’m comforted by the reminder of Christ’s presence given by Newbigin and Bosch.  God is 
present in the midst of suffering.  As Newbigin says, “He (Jesus) has been at work there long 
before you came on the scene and he will be there after you have gone.  Your job is to learn what 
he is doing in the world which is already his, not to introduce him to a world from which he is 
absent.” 
 
This knowledge brings me comfort in the midst of great suffering. 
 
Friday, March 5, 2010 
 
Today was our last day in Agua Prieta.  I’m feeling overwhelmed with the amount of 
information I received throughout the week.  There is a lot of need along the Mexican border, but 
at the same time there is much hope revealed in the work of God’s people.  I admire Mark 
Adam’s dedication to follow God’s call in his life to work along the border.  I watch what he 
does and I see clearly that God has equipped him for this special ministry.  Mark said to us today 
that much of what he does is simply listen – to the stories, the cries, the laughter, and news along 
the U.S. and Mexican border.  It doesn’t sound intricate, the work Mark does, but it is and it is 
“holy” work.  The act of listening is so important to the work of mission. 
 
I am leaving this week full of conviction and confusion.  Mission work is often like this – messy 
in some sense – and often leaves us with more questions.  Mission cannot be wrapped up neatly 
in one or two weeks, but must be completed on a daily basis, as a part of our lives.  My challenge 
as I step into the airplane that leads me home is to discover how this mission experience can 
transfer into my daily life as a faithful follower of Christ. 


