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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This is the first of two consecutive courses in which students are invited into the postures, habits, and practices of 
theologically reflective ministry.  Interdisciplinary in nature, the course pays particular attention to the integration of 
student experiences in field placement sites with work in contextual analysis, Christian theology, and pastoral care. 
 
CLASS OBJECTIVES: 
By the completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1.  integrate experiences in field placement sites with coursework in Contextual Analysis, Christian Theology, and 

Caring Ministry. 
2.  assess the fittingness and faithfulness of a Christian practice in a local context, drawing on biblical, theological, and 

historical resources.  
3.  demonstrate the practical use of sociological and anthropological tools to offer a thick description of a ministry 

context, while reflecting on its particularity in terms of God’s mission. 
4.  offer evidence of a growing self-awareness, congruent  with how the student is perceived by others, and progress in 

relational competencies, including careful listening, respecting confidentiality, building trust, and responding to others 
with empathy. 

5.  exhibit a growing ability to understand, discern, and reflect theologically upon the needs of persons and communities 
and determine appropriate responses, taking into account issues involved in organizational dynamics and group 
processes. 

6.  articulate an emerging understanding of the nature and range of Christian ministry and the relationship between this 
understanding and the student’s own gifts and calling to participate in God’s mission.    

 
PREREQUISITES:   

 CS110 
 Students also need to be simultaneously involved in a placement through the Field Education Program.  

 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS/READING: 

 Neumark, Heidi, Breathing Spaces: A Spiritual Journey in the South Bronx (Beacon Press, 2004); ISBN: 
978-0807072578, $15.82 

 Nouwen, Henri, Discernment: Reading the Signs of Daily Life (HarperOne, 2015); ISBN: 978-
0061686160, $12.69 

 
ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING: 
Case Studies (20%); Contextual Analysis (20%); Vocational Reflection (10%); Practice Observation/Evaluation 
(20%); Integration Essay (20%); Class Participation/Attendance (10%). 
 
ATTENDANCE:   Required. 


