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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
An introduction to Matthew, Mark, Luke, John (with the Johannine Epistles), and Acts showing their 
significance in the Church and the world today.  Special attention is given to the specific content of these books, 
to their genres and connections with ancient biography or history, to various theological and historical portraits 
of Jesus, and to the various methods used in critical study of the Gospels. 
 
CLASS OBJECTIVES: 

 to better understand the contents, structures, and literary genres of these NT books  
 to situate the texts in the historical context of Second Temple Judaism and the Greco-Roman world  
 to provide tools and methods to interpret these texts as Christian Scripture  
 to consider how socio-cultural context shapes interpretive traditions and practices 
 to reflect on the connection between Christian ministry and biblical insight, both then and now 
 to begin to engage in graduate level theological research 
 to foster a love of the texts in their unity and diversity 

 
PREREQUISITES:   

None 
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS/READING: 

 Burton H. Throckmorton, Gospel Parallels: A Comparison of the Synoptic Gospels, 5th ed. (Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson). ISBN: 978-0840774842 $19.91   

 Mark Allan Powell, Introducing the New Testament: A Historical, Literary, and Theological Survey, 2nd 
ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2018). ISBN: 978-0801099601 $28.85  

 Additional essays and readings provided as scans on Canvas  
 
ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING: 

course participation and written reflection on readings;  
content quizzes/exams;  
short essay assignments    

 
ATTENDANCE:   Required. Please note this is a hybrid class.  


