PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY COURSE NO. PT 400

THE CONTENT OF THIS DESCRIPTION IS NOT A LEARNING CONTRACT AND THE INSTRUCTOR IS NOT BOUND TO IT.
IT IS OFFERED IN GOOD FAITH AND INTENDED AS A HELPFUL GUIDE TO THE STUDENT.

TITLE: Practical Theology & Authoritarianism TERM: Spring 2025-2026
PROFESSOR: Danjuma Gibson CREDIT HOURS: 3
REGISTRATION: LIMITED TO: UNLIMITED

# AUDITORS: __ NO AUDITORS

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

More than half of the world’s population lives under repressive autocratic rule. There is nothing new about authoritarianism in the
redemptive history of the church. This course exposes students to practical theology in the age of authoritarianism. By engaging with case
studies from around the world that highlight the experience of Christians and faith communities being forced to exist under authoritarian
rule, students will examine the nature of authoritarian governments, regimes, and institutions, explore how they differ from democratic
systems, and then reflect upon the implications for the church, the practice of ministry and mission, and Christian praxis. Students will
develop skills in using practical theological methodology to examine context and social location for the purpose of imagining and
constructing a liberative praxis that promotes faithful Christian living in response to authoritarian ideology.

CLASS OBJECTIVES:

o Examine the context and human phenomena that leads to the formation of authoritarian systems and the erosion of
democratic practices

e Examine how autocracies cultivate resilience and stay in power

e Engage bible, theology, and other social sciences to critically examine how authoritarian systems differ from democratic
systems

e Engage case studies that explore and examine how authoritarian regimes have been challenged and resisted by Christian
communities

e  Practice constructing a practical theology that (1) highlights a particular element or theme within the lived realities and
experiences of authoritarian systems, (2) responds to the question of how Christians are called to live faithfully (or more
faithfully) within the context of authoritarian systems and, (3) points towards imagining a praxis of liberation and freedom in
the authoritarian context.

PREREQUISITES: None

REQUIRED TETBOOKS/READINGS:

Obery Hendricks. The Politics of Jesus: Rediscovering the True Revolutionary Nature of Jesus’ Teachings and How They
Have Been Corrupted. PRH Christian Publishing, 2007, ISBN: 978-0385516655, $14.95

Victoria Lee Erickson & Michelle Lim Jones. Surviving Terror: Hope and Justice in a World of Violence. Brazos Press,
2002, ISBN: 978-1587430282, $9.51

Cornel West. Democracy Matters: Winning the Fight Against Imperialism. Penguin Books, 2005, ISBN: 978-0143035831,
$9.76

Walter Brueggemann. The Prophetic Imagination. Fortress Press, 2018, ISBN: 978-1506449302, $15.51

Victoria Barnett. Bystanders: Conscience and Complicity During the Holocaust. Praeger, 2000, ISBN: 978-0275970450,
$45.00

Howard Thurman. Jesus and the Disinherited. Beacon Press, 2012 (reprint), ISBN: 978-0807010297, $9.30

Hannah Arendt. The Origins of Totalitarianism. Mariner Books Classics, 2024, ISBN: 978-0063354487, $17.59

Natasha Ezrow & Erica Frantz. Dictators and Dictatorships: Understanding Authoritarian Regimes and Their Leaders.
Continuum International Publishing Company, 2011, ISBN: 978-1441173966, $34.63
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ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING

Potential assignment may include any composition of the following: 1) leading class discussion for assigned readings, 2) short critical
response papers for assigned readings, 3) final practical theology research paper on a special topic related to authoritarianism and the
work of the church, 4) the critical examination of a historical or contemporary case study related to authoritarianism and its impact on
Christian communities and, 5) individual or group class research presentation on a topic related to practical theology and authoritarian
governments, societies, and institutions.

ATTENDANCE: Required.



