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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This is the second of two courses introducing students to Christian doctrine. Students are invited to reflect
theologically on the biblical narrative of God’s gifts through the Spirit of the risen Christ, including
justification, sanctification, vocation, the church, the sacraments, and the eschatological consummation of
God’s reign, as lifted up in the church’s creedal confessions. Attention will be given to how God’s being and
work draw us into God’s mission and give shape to faithful practices and ministry within particular cultural
contexts.
CLASS OBJECTIVES:
By the completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the doctrines of the person and work of the Holy Spirit and of the
gifts of God through the Spirit, including the church, worship, sacraments, scripture and its
interpretation, salvation, vocation, justification, sanctification, and eternal life in God’s eschatological
consummation of all things in Christ.
2. Demonstrate an awareness of how these doctrines are rooted in scripture, confessed by the church, and
witnessed in faithful communities today.
3. Narrate and reflect on their own Christian experience in relation to these doctrines and on how their
experience has been shaped by their denominational traditions, by the wider Christian community, and
by social contexts.
4. Reflect on the practices that open Christians and communities to the experience of the Holy Spirit in
particular cultural contexts.
PREREQUISITES: TH01 or permission of the instructor.
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS/READING:





St. Basil the Great, On the Holy Spirit. Note than any recent edition or format (including eBook) is
acceptable. The most expensive is ISBN-13: 978-0881418767, which lists at $17.00 in paperback.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together. eBook or print edition (ISBN-13: 978-0060608521, $10.98).
R. Cole-Turner, Prayer in the Trinity. This book will be available through Amazon by July 1 at an
estimated cost of $3.99. ISBN-13: 978-0998068626.
All other materials will be provided through the course web portal. Given the amount of reading from
Calvin’s Institutes, students may want to consider purchasing a copy (make sure it’s the Westminster
Press translation edited by McNeill).

ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING:
Several short papers will be required.
ATTENDANCE: Required.

