
TONY CAMPOLO is professor emeritus of sociology at Eastern 
University in St. Davids, Pa. He previously served for 10 years on 
the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania. Founder and 
president of the Evangelical Association for the Promotion of 
Education (EAPE), Dr. Campolo has worked to create, nurture, 
and support programs for “at-risk” children in cities across North 
America, and has helped establish schools and universities in 
several developing countries. Dr. Campolo is one of the founders 
of the Red Letter Christian movement and blogs regularly on its 
website. He is a media commentator on religious, social, and 

political matters and an ordained minister, having served American Baptist Churches 
in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Campolo is an associate pastor at the Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church in West Philadelphia.

ANGELA DIENHART HANCOCK serves as assistant professor 
of homiletics and worship at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 
Before coming to PTS, Hancock taught at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, 
and the Lutheran Seminary at Gettysburg. She is an ordained 
Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) and has served as pastor to churches in Pennsylvania, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee. Hancock earned her bachelor’s in music 
from Indiana University, Bloomington and her M.Div. and Ph.D. 
from Princeton Theological Seminary, where she won prizes in 

preaching and church music. She is the author of Karl Barth’s Emergency Homiletic, 
1932-33: A Summons to Prophetic Witness at the Dawn of the Third Reich, a 
contextual interpretation of Barth’s lectures on preaching in the early 1930s based on 
unpublished archival material. 

JEANNETTE E. SOUTH-PAUL is medical director, Community 
Health Services Division, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 
and Andrew W. Mathieson Professor and Chair, Family Medicine, 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. Dr. South-Paul is 
widely recognized for her research on the biological, social, and 
behavioral factors associated with women’s health. Beyond her 
work in family medicine, she is interested in socio-cultural issues 
and special populations in health care. Dr. South-Paul is a widely 
recognized speaker and author on cultural competence in medical 
education; the impact of race, ethnicity, and culture on health; 

cultural diversity and academic medicine; and the development of minority faculty.
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What Difference Does It Make?
Christian Identity in a Complex World

Sunday, June 8 - 
Wednesday, June 11, 2014

TONY CAMPOLO
Professor Emeritus of Sociology, Eastern University and 
Founder, Evangelical Association for the Promotion of Education (EAPE)

ANGELA DIENHART HANCOCK
Assistant Professor of Homiletics and Worship, 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
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Medical Director, Community Health Services Division,
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center and
Andrew W. Mathieson Professor and Chair, 
Family Medicine, University of Pittsburgh 
School of MedicineJo
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS REGISTRATION

Online: www.pts.edu/SLC_2014
Regrettably, phone registrations cannot be accepted.

Full Conference 
(Sunday-Wednesday)

$225
(includes Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner)

                  OR 
Sunday Evening $10

Monday, Tuesday, or 
Wednesday

$90/day 
(includes Lunch)

Workshops
Each attendee will be able to attend two (2) workshops/day on Monday and 
Tuesday. Indicate your first, second, and third choices when you register. We will 
make every effort to honor your selections.

Housing
Limited on-campus housing is available for $60/night. To reserve a room, call 
412-924-1397 or e-mail reception@pts.edu. Conference registration does not 
include housing. Once campus housing is full, we will refer you to nearby hotels.

Cancellation Policy
$25 administrative fee for cancellations before May 23, 2014. 
NO REFUND for cancellations after May 23, 2014.
 
Directions/Parking
Directions are available at www.pts.edu/directions. There is free parking on the 
Seminary campus and there will be signs to locate conference sessions.

Questions
ConEd@pts.edu or 412-924-1345

SUMMER LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

In 1942 Dr. Hugh Thomson Kerr, pastor of The Shadyside Presbyterian Church, and 
Elder James C. Rea conceived the idea of providing a low-cost residential program 
of lectures, workshops, worship services, relaxation, and fellowship for Presbyterian 
pastors of small churches in the Pittsburgh area. Since then, the invitation 
to participate has expanded; first to include the Synod of the Trinity and five 
neighboring presbyteries, then to ministers in other denominations and in other 
presbyteries, and now to educators, leaders, and laypersons in local congregations.



Wednesday, June 11
Towards Peace and Healing

8:30-9:00 a.m. Registration

9:00-10:00 a.m. Morning Worship
“Carried Away” 

II Corinthians 7:2-12
Angela Dienhart Hancock

10:15-11:15 a.m. “Peace-making in a Conflicted World”
Tony Campolo

11:15 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m.

“Christian Identity in Daily Life: 
Promoting Health and Healing”

Jeannette E. South-Paul

12:30-2:00 p.m. Lunch

2:00-3:30 p.m. Closing Worship and Communion 
“At a Loss” 

Luke 19:1-10 
Angela Dienhart Hancock

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Sunday, June 8
6:30 p.m. Registration and hors d’oeuvres

7:00 p.m. Welcome and Evening Program
Film: Blood Brother

Blood Brother is the story of Rocky Braat, a young man from a 
fractured family and a troubled past, who went traveling through India 
without a plan. Then he met a group of HIV positive children living in 
an orphanage—and everything changed for him. Winner of the 2013 
Sundance Grand Jury Prize, 2013 Sundance Audience Prize, and 2013 

Milano Film Festival Awards Best Documentary
www.bloodbrotherfilm.com

8:30-8:45 p.m. Evening Devotions

                            Monday, June 9
                          Our 

                           Christian Identity

Tuesday, June 10
Responses to 

Our World
8:30-9:00 a.m. Registration

9:00-10:15 a.m. Morning Worship
“Mister Perfect” 
Genesis 37:1-28

Angela Dienhart Hancock

Morning Worship
“Serpents and Doves”

Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Angela Dienhart Hancock

10:15-10:30 a.m. Welcome Break

10:30-11:30 a.m. “What Does It Mean 
To Be Christian”
Tony Campolo 

“Christianity and the 
Response to Poverty”

Tony Campolo

11:45 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.

Group Discussion / 
Question and Answer

Group Discussion / 
Question and Answer

12:30-2:00 p.m. Lunch Lunch

2:00-3:30 p.m. Session 1 Workshops on 
“Exploring Christian Identity 

Through the Lens of 
Theology”

Session 3 Workshops on
“Christian Responses 

to Human Need”

3:30-5:00 p.m. Session 2 Workshops 
on “Exploring Christian 

Identity Through the Lens of 
Theology”

Session 4 Workshops on
“Christian Responses 

to Human Need”

5:00-7:00 p.m. Dinner

7:00-8:30 p.m. Informal Discussion with Tony Campolo

8:30-8:45 p.m. Evening Prayer

Workshops

Sessions 1 and 2

“Who do you say that I am?” Educating for Christian 
Imagination

Helen Blier

Christian Conflict: Oxymoron or Opportunity? Leanna Fuller

No Mission, No Identity Johannes Swart

Preaching at the Intersections Lisa Thompson

“I am No Prophet”: Christian Identity and the Loss of Self Steve Tuell

Christian Identity and American Religious History Heather Vacek

Sessions 3 and 4

Beyond the Walls of the Congregation Pam Armstrong and
Kellie Wild

Circles: God’s Mission to Love People in the Margins Cyndi Bloise

Feed My Sheep, Sheep Jenn Frayer-Griggs

“Jesus Wept”: Being Present with Those Who Suffer Scott Fuller

The Poverty Spiral: Decisions and Dilemmas Dana Gold

Crime Does Pay....But For Whom? Anna Hollis

Welcoming the Stranger Erica McIlroy

PAMELA ARMSTRONG, Employment and Education Supervisor, and 
KELLIE WILD, I.M.P.A.C.T.S. Program Director, East End Cooperative Ministries
“Beyond the Walls of the Congregation”
Join us in practical discussion on how pastors can lead their congregations into engaging in 
genuine relationships that leave an impact upon the communities they serve. We will talk about 
preconceived ideas of ministry and how we should look as we minister.

CYNDI BLOISE, Pastor, Center Avenue United Methodist Church and Executive 
Director, Pitcairn/Allegheny Circles Initiative 
“Circles: God’s Mission to Love People in the Margins”
Circles USA is a national movement to eliminate poverty through intentional relationships 
between low-income people and middle- and upper-income “Allies.” Its work focuses on 
individual choice and behavior and engaging the community to address barriers to moving out 
of poverty. We will discuss how this model of ministry can change and grow a church. 

JENN FRAYER-GRIGGS, Table Minister, Hot Metal Bridge Faith Community
“Feed My Sheep, Sheep”
Join us as we think and talk about Jesus’ command to feed his sheep. Jenn will share what she 
has learned about how we are all sheep - we are all hungry for something, and, as we learn to 
be the hands and feet of Christ in feeding others, we find that we, too, are fed.

SCOTT FULLER, Chaplain, Personal Touch Hospice
“Jesus Wept: Being Present with Those Who Suffer”
In a culture where illness, death, and grief are often taboo topics, the church can offer the gift 
of ministry of presence in times of suffering. We will focus on the Incarnation as the basis for 
understanding Christian caregiving in contemporary contexts and explore how Christian spiritual 
care differs from the services offered by other institutions in times of crisis and pain.

DANA GOLD, Director of Programs, The Mentoring Partnership of SWPA
“The Poverty Spiral: Decisions and Dilemmas”
Living in poverty brings with it limited choices and unlimited stress. Participants will gain new 
insight into the decisions and dilemmas poverty brings by joining in a simulation that is easily 
adapted for congregational use. Discussion will include a reflection on Dana’s journey with the 
homeless, addicted, and orphaned while creating the Poverty Spiral.

ANNA HOLLIS, Executive Director, Amachi Pittsburgh
“Crime Does Pay....But For Whom?”
In Matthew 25,  Jesus says that when we visit those in prison, “the least of these,” that we did 
it to him. With 2 million+ adults behind bars, those who suffer most are the millions of innocent 
children left behind. Participants in this workshop will examine the harsh realities facing  families 
who pay the real costs of incarceration and ways of breaking the generational cycle.

ERICA McILROY, Private Practice Attorney
“Welcoming the Stranger”
Scripture frequently urges us to show hospitality to the stranger. This workshop will explore what 
it means to minister to those foreign to our immediate culture and the issues this raises for work 
with immigrants and our own self-identity.

HELEN BLIER, Director of Continuing Education, PTS
“‘Who do you say that I am?’ Educating for Chrstian Imagination” 
Jesus asked his disciples this question…after asking them, “Who do others say that I am?” 
Christian education is about teaching to both question who others have claimed Christ to 
be and helping participants come to know him for themselves. We will explore how this 
education has taken place throughout two millennia and invite participants to imagine anew 
what it might look like today.

LEANNA FULLER, Assistant Professor of Pastoral Care, PTS
“Christian Conflict: Oxymoron or Opportunity?” 
Many Christians see conflict as something that should be avoided in personal relationships 
and faith communities. This workshop will present a different way of understanding conflict: 
namely, as a normal part of human relationship and as a natural result of the diversity 
inherent in creation. We will discuss how Christian values can inform healthier models of 
conflict as well as strategies for introducing such models into their own ministry contexts.

JOHANNES SWART, Associate Professor of World Mission and Evangelism, PTS
“No Mission, No Identity” 
Companionship – breaking bread together – is at the heart of a missional understanding 
of Christian identity. And according to Sri Lankan evangelist D.T. Niles, we are all “beggars 
telling other beggars where to find bread.” This workshop will explore the dynamics of 
Christian identity as a people sent by God into companionship with others.

LISA THOMPSON, Assistant Professor of Homiletics, PTS
“Preaching at the Intersections” 
Preachers have the task of making faithful proclamation in particular contexts. Christian 
identity informs the interpretive decisions we make for preaching. This sense of identity is 
multifaceted and informed by personal and communal narratives. We will explore faithful 
proclamation at the intersections of self-identity, cultural contexts, and scripture.

STEVEN TUELL, James A. Kelso Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament, PTS
“‘I Am No Prophet’: Christian Identity and the Loss of Self” 
The prophets of ancient Israel did not choose to become prophets; instead, they responded 
to their calls with resistance. Jeremiah wished he could not speak in the Lord’s name. Amos 
denied that he WAS a prophet. What if our identity is not a matter of our choice, after all, 
but rather a recognition that God is God? What if we find ourselves, as Jesus said, only 
denying ourselves?

HEATHER VACEK, Assistant Professor of Church History, PTS
“Christian Identity and American Religious History”
During this session, we will explore the lives of five different figures – a colonial era woman 
who led Bible studies in her home, a 19th century abolitionist, an early 20th century radio 
personality, and others. With their stories in mind, we will ask what is at stake in defining 
and claiming a Christian identity in 21st century America?

MONDAY PRESENTERS TUESDAY PRESENTERS


