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Edward P. Wimberly is the Jarena Lee Professor of Pastoral Care at the 
Interdenominational Theological Seminary in Atlanta, Ga., where he has also 
served as vice president for academic and student affairs/provost (2001-2011).  
Dr. Wimberly returned to ITS after teaching at Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary and Oral Roberts University for a period of eight years. He is a 
graduate of the University of Arizona (B.A.), and Boston University (S.T.B., 
S.T.M., and Ph.D.). A member of the New England Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, he has published many articles and books, including No 
Shame in Wesley’s Gospel: A Twenty-First Century Pastoral Theology (Wipf 
and Stock, 2011), African American Pastoral Care, Revised Edition (Abingdon 
Press, 2008), Winds of Promise: Building and Maintaining Strong Clergy 
Families (Discipleship Resources, 2007), and Prayer in Pastoral Counseling: 
Suffering, Healing and Discernment (WJK, 1990). Dr. Wimberly is the 2007 
recipient of the Distinguished Achievement in Research and Writing Award 

from the American Association of Pastoral Counselors. He served as pastor at St. Andrew’s United Methodist 
Church (Worcester, Mass.) and Immanuel Church (Winchendon, Mass.), and associate pastor at Sherman United 
Methodist Church (Evanston, Ill.) and Rocky Head United Methodist Church (Atlanta, Ga.). He has also held 
several administrative roles during his career including minister of urban affairs for the Worcester Area Council 
of Churches (Worcester, Mass.) and pastoral consultant at Fuller Community Mental Health Center in Boston. In 
addition, he has offered his service on various committees including the editorial board of Methodist Review.

The Albright-Deering Lectures in Methodist 
Studies were established in 1999 through individual 
contributions and a generous gift from Joseph and Gail 
Deering of Dayton, Ohio, to celebrate Joseph’s career 
accomplishments and to honor their former pastor, the 
Rev. Dr. H. Pat Albright. The lectureship is intended to bring 
outstanding scholars in the Wesleyan tradition to Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary’s campus. 

Joseph W. Deering is a graduate of Harvard University (B.A.) 
and Stanford University (M.B.A.). He came to Pittsburgh in 
1980 as the President of Eljer Plumbingware. The following 
year his family became active in Mt. Lebanon United Methodist 
Church and began a life-long friendship with the Albrights.

H. Pat Albright is the former pastor of Mt. Lebanon United 
Methodist Church. He served as adjunct faculty at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, teaching homiletics and theological 
reflections on ministry. Albright is a member emeritus of the 
Board of Directors. He holds degrees from Marshall University 
and Boston University School of Theology and studied at 
Oxford University. Albright received the D.D. from Allegheny 
College in 1978. 
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