AMY ODEN is dean and professor of history of Christianity at
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, DC. She has also
served on the faculties of Saint Paul School of Theology in Kansas
City and Oklahoma City University. She earned her Ph.D. in religious
studies from Southern Methodist University, writing her dissertation
on Augustine.

Teaching is her vocation, and she looks forward to every day with
students. For the last 20 years, Dr. Oden has taught theology and
history, and pursued scholarship in service of the church. Most

of her work has been an effort to make ancient voices, especially
women'’s, accessible to current audiences. Her most recent

: scholarship has focused on the radical practice of hospitality in early
Christianity and its challenge for communities today.

Dr. Oden has published an anthology of women'’s primary source writings in the history of Christian
thought (In Her Words) and was a primary sources editor for the study series Christian Believer: Historic
Teachings of the Church. She developed a video-study series, Women Speak of God, produced by the
Wesley Ministry Network for congregational study in 2004. Her research examining the virtue and
practice of hospitality resulted in the publication of And You Welcomed Me: Sourcebook on Hospitality
in Early Christianity (Abingdon Press, 2001). Her recent book God'’s Welcome: Hospitality for a Gospel-
Hungry World (Pilgrim Press, 2008) for congregations connects the ways God welcomes us to the
ways we welcome others. Dr. Oden has served as president of the Southwest Region of the American
Academy of Religion and serves in leadership for the American Society of Church History.
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The Albright-Deering Lectures in Methodist
Studies were established in 1999 through individual
contributions and a generous gift from Joseph and Gail
Deering of Dayton, Ohio, to celebrate Joseph’s career
accomplishments and to honor their former pastor, the

Rev. Dr. H. Pat Albright. The lectureship is intended to bring
outstanding scholars in the Wesleyan tradition to Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary’s campus.

Joseph W. Deering is a graduate of Harvard University (B.A.)
and Stanford University (M.B.A.). He came to Pittsburgh in
1980 as the President of Eljer Plumbingware. The following
year his family became active in Mt. Lebanon United Methodist
Church and began a life-long friendship with the Albrights.

H. Pat Albright is the former pastor of Mt. Lebanon United
Methodist Church. He served as adjunct faculty at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary, teaching homiletics and theological
reflections on ministry. Albright is a member emeritus of the
Board of Directors. He holds degrees from Marshall University
and Boston University School of Theology and studied at
Oxford University. Albright received the D.D. from Allegheny
College in 1978.
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Welcoming the Stranger: A Christian Practice

Wesley and the Methodist Societies Welcome Strangers

2=

PITTSBURGH
THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY



