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This lecture is free and open 
to the public. 

Gustav Niebuhr is an associate 
professor, specializing in religion and the 
media, who teaches in the S.I. Newhouse 
School of Public Communications at Syracuse 
University, with a joint appointment in the 
Religion Department in SU’s College of Arts and 
Sciences.
 
Since 2004, he has served as director of 
Syracuse University’s Religion and Society 
Program and is founding director of the 
Carnegie Religion and Media Program, funded 
by the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 

Prior to coming to Syracuse in 2004, Niebuhr 
spent two years as a visiting fellow and scholar-in-residence at Princeton University’s 
Center for the Study of Religion. From 1994 to 2001, he worked as a national 
correspondent, reporting on religion, for The New York Times. Earlier, he worked as 
a staff reporter, covering religion in America, for The Washington Post and, prior to 
that, The Wall Street Journal. In 2000, he received the Distinguished Writer Award 
of the Presbyterian Writers Guild.

In 2008, Viking Press published his book, Beyond Tolerance: Searching for Interfaith 
Understanding in America. Of the book, Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel said, “Anyone 
involved or at least interested in dialogue among individuals, communities, and 
nations will benefit from its wisdom and humanity.” The book won the Frederick G. 
Melcher Book Award of the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

In September 2010, Niebuhr received the William A. Reed Lifetime Achievement 
Award of the Religion Newswriters Association, a national organization of print, 
web, and broadcast journalists who specialize in coverage of religion for general 
news media.

Niebuhr, an ordained elder in the PC(USA), is a graduate of Pomona College 
and Oxford University. He is married to Margaret L. Usdansky, a sociologist and 
demographer. They have two sons.

2012 J. Hubert Henderson ConferenCe on CHurCH and Ministry

The Rev. J. 

Hubert “Hub” 

Henderson 
was a member of the 
Board of Directors of 
Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary for 27 years, 
serving as President 
of the Board for part 
of that period. A 
graduate of Muskingum 
College and Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, 
Dr. Henderson came to 
Green Tree, Pa. to begin 
his second pastorate in 
1944. He remained at 
the Wallace Memorial 
Presbyterian Church 
until his retirement 35 
years later, in 1979. 
He taught a deep 
commitment to the 
church to a steady 
flow of seminarians 
who came to Wallace 
each year for their 
field education, 
as well as to the 
congregation that loved 
him. Congregations, 
colleagues in ministry, 
family, and friends 
have joined together to 
establish this memorial 
conference in memory 
of “Hub.” 

Friday, April 27, 2012

11:00 a.m.
“Bound Together by the 
First Amendment”

2:00 p.m.
“The Problem of Differing 
Directions in Storytelling”

4:00 p.m.
“Common Challenges in 
Contemporary Culture”

Lectures are free and open to the 
public. 

An informal reception will follow the 
2:00 p.m. lecture.

For information contact:
Continuing Education Office 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
616 North Highland Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
412-924-1345 

ConEd@pts.edu 
www.pts.edu
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The Church and the News Media: 
	A Difficult, Necessary, and 
	Inseparable Relationship
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Renewing Christian Social Ethics: 
Economic Democracy Then and Now

Gary Dorrien

Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Social Ethics
Union Theological Seminary, New York City, N.Y.

2012 J. Hubert Henderson ConferenCe on CHurCH and Ministry

11:30 a.m.

“Inventing Social 	Christianity: The World as 
the Subject of Redemption” 

4:30 p.m.

“Realism in Question:  The Niebuhrian 
Critique and Legacy”

6:00 p.m.
Dinner

7:30 p.m.

“Economic Crisis, Economic Democracy, and 
OccupyWallStreet”

Wednesday, March 28, 2012
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