Trusting the God Who Creates: Old Testament Spirituality
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

June 22-27, 2014
Instructor: Jerome Creach

Contact Information:

      (412) 924-1428 (office)

      (412) 837-2524 (home)

      jcreach@pts.edu

Course Description: 

This course in Old Testament spirituality intends to encourage and enhance the participants' spiritual development by fostering a deeper understanding of the Old Testament canon and its appropriation to the Christian life. The course will take as its organizing rubric the understanding of God as one who creates. We will explore how God as creator appears throughout the Old Testament and the demands that such an understanding of God places on believers. 
Required Reading:

Brueggemann, Walter. Praying the Psalms. Winona, Minn.: Saint Mary’s Press, 1984.
________. Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now. Bottom of Form

 

 

Miller, Patrick D. The God You Have: Politics and the First Commandment. 
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2004.

 

 

Recommended Reading:

  

Creach, Jerome F. D. The Destiny of the Righteous in the Psalms. St. Louis: Chalice 
Press, 2008.
________. Violence in Scripture. Interpretation: Resources for the Use of Scripture in the Church. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2013.
Fretheim, Terence E. God and World in the Old Testament: A Relational Theology of 
Creation. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2005.
Course Requirements:

Students taking the course as part of the Spiritual Formation Certificate program must complete a one page reflection paper on each of the required books, due the week of class (see p. 13 of the handbook). In addition, participants must submit a ten page reflection paper on the course two months after the course ends (due August 31). DMin students taking the course as a DMin elective must complete the requirements just listed plus an additional eight to ten page paper on a subject to be negotiated with the instructor. The additional paper must incorporate at least ten secondary sources. DMin students may turn in all papers on August 31.  
Class Schedule:
June 22
7:30
Introductions

June 23
Living in God's Creation



9:00 
Plenary I: "The Spirit of God was brooding over the waters": 





Genesis 1:1-2:3



10:15
Break



10:30
Reading and Reflection: Focus on Psalms 1-8



Noon
Lunch



1:00
Plenary II: Sabbath and Life in the Spirit


2:15
Break



2:30
Reading and Reflection: Focus on Psalm 148



3:45
Devotion

June 24
Trusting the God who Creates


9:00 
Plenary I: "Happy are those. . ": The Psalms and the Life of Faith



10:15
Break



10:30
Reading and Reflection: Focus on Psalm 37


Noon
Lunch



1:00
Plenary II: Exodus and the Created Order: Exodus 1-15



2:15
Break



2:30
Reading and Reflection: Focus on Psalm 139


3:45
Devotion

June 25
Seeking the Order of Creation: Justice


9:00
Plenary I: Violence and Economic Practice: Amos 1:2-2:16


10:15
Break



10:30
Reading and Reflection: Focal Reading -- Amos 4:1-5



Noon
Lunch



1:00
Plenary II: How Long, O Lord? The Psalms of Imprecation 





(Psalms 12, 17, 58, 137, 139)


2:15 
Break



2:30
Reading and Reflection: Focus on Psalm 137



3:45 
Devotion

June 26
Living Among God's People


9:00
Plenary I: "I will put YOU in the midst of my people": 




Amos 7:1-8:3



10:15
Break



10:30
Reading and Reflection: Focus on Psalms 42-43; 63 



Noon
Lunch



1:00
Plenary II: "You have seduced me, O Lord:" Jeremiah 1-20



2:30
Reading and Reflection: Focus on Psalm 80


3:45 
Devotion

June 27
Conclusions


9:00
Plenary: Creation and the Christian Faith (Genesis 1-11; Matthew 




1; John 1:1-18; Romans 8:18-25; Revelation 21-22)


10:15 
Break



10:30
Concluding Discussion and Reflections[image: image1.png]
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