Advent Devotional December 15, 2019

Scripture

John 5:30-47

30 “I can do nothing on my own. As | hear, | judge; and my judgment is just, because | seek to do not my
own will but the will of him who sent me. 31 If | testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is
another who testifies on my behalf, and | know that his testimony to me is true. 33 You sent messengers
to John, and he testified to the truth. 34 Not that | accept such human testimony, but | say these things
so that you may be saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a
while in his light. 36 But | have a testimony greater than John’s. The works that the Father has given me
to complete, the very works that | am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me. 37 And the
Father who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have never heard his voice or seen his

form, 38 and you do not have his word abiding in you, because you do not believe him whom he has sent.
39 You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that
testify on my behalf. 40 Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 41 | do not accept glory from human
beings. 42 But | know that you do not have the love of God in you. 43 | have come in my Father’s name,
and you do not accept me; if another comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you
believe when you accept glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one who
alone is God? 45 Do not think that | will accuse you before the Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom
you have set your hope. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47 But if
you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe what | say?”
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At least in recent history, presidents of the U.S.A., in order to establish their own agendas, claim that
they have authority by virtue of their office to take certain actions. The courts are regularly asked to rule
whether or not they actually have such authority on the basis of the law of our nation, the Constitution.

This way is so very different from Jesus’. He never argued for authority for himself. In fact, he said that if
he had to assert his own authority, he should not be trusted. To those who challenged his authority to
judge life and death, he simply pointed to two gauges of authority. First, what do his actions show, as
declared in the testimony of those who can be trusted as messengers of truth? Here Jesus was referring
to what John the Baptist said about him and to the testimony of people such as the paralytic whom he
healed. Second, what is the testimony of the “constitution,” in other words for Jesus’ audience, the Law
of Moses?

We should always be cautious of those who come beating their own drums and claiming power and
truth for themselves. Power is given only by the Lord God Almighty, who has entrusted it to the only Son
as both Savior and Judge. In Jesus only is eternal life.

Prayer

Ruler of the universe, thank you for sending your Son as the Arbitrator of all things. Bring all people to
bow before him as the Giver of mercy and the only One in whom salvation can be found. In the name of
our Savior, Jesus, amen.



