Lenten Devotional February 24, 2018

Scripture

1 Corinthians 4:1-7

Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries. 2Moreover, it is required
of stewards that they be found trustworthy. *But with me it is a very small thing that | should be judged
by you or by any human court. | do not even judge myself. “l am not aware of anything against myself,
but | am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. *Therefore do not pronounce judgment
before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and
will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive commendation from God. °I have
applied all this to Apollos and myself for your benefit, brothers and sisters, so that you may learn
through us the meaning of the saying, “Nothing beyond what is written,” so that none of you will be
puffed up in favor of one against another. ’For who sees anything different in you? What do you have
that you did not receive? And if you received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift?

Devotional
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In this scripture, we are reminded that everything we have, do, and accomplish is not achieved solely by
our own doing but is, in fact, a precious gift bestowed on us by the grace of God. Paul says, “For who
sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you received it, why
do you boast as if it were not a gift?” God’s gifts are all-encompassing in our lives and give us the
strength to achieve all things. We should keep a humble spirit and not boast; we should also keep a
gracious heart to acknowledge the gifts God has graciously bestowed on us. In the same way, we would
not receive a present from a friend or family member and behave as though we bought it for ourselves;
rather, we would be grateful, thankful, and appreciative that our friend or family member generously
provided us with a gift. We should follow this example in our everyday lives, since it is God’s grace that
sustains us. God is the source of strength in our lives and intervenes in our behalf—God always shows
up strong and mighty. During this Lenten season, we should examine ourselves to see whether we have
a gracious heart and a humble spirit. We should also give thanks to God for all the strength we have
been provided and all the gifts we have been given.

Prayer

Dear Heavenly Father, first, we thank you for all the gifts you have lovingly and graciously bestowed on
us. Help us not to take them for granted, but instead, to continuously acknowledge your love. We also

ask that you humble us, so that we do not become consumed with our own ego and pride but, rather,

maintain a modest heart and spirit. We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.



