Lenten Devotional March 16, 2018

Scripture

1 Corinthians 12:27-13:3

?’Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church
first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. ’Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? **Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
interpret? *'But strive for the greater gifts. And | will show you a still more excellent way. “**If | speak in
the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. *And
if | have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as
to remove mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing. °If | give away all my possessions, and if | hand
over my body so that | may boast, but do not have love, | gain nothing.

Devotional
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Faith without works is dead, and works without love are nothing. Some of us strive and toil under the
banner of Christ . . . but with so many of the wrong motivations or approaches. A church planter enters
a community without first consulting the faith leaders already in the neighborhood. A pastor fervently
serves all the people at church while the minister’s own immediate family starves for attention and
affection. A layperson “does for” people in need without empowering their self-sufficiency.

Often we can become consumed by the drive, repetition, and demands of service without entertaining
whether the service is relevant and/or contextually healthy for oneself and for those being served. In
doing so, we can very well find ourselves relating more to a Martha preparing food than a Mary sitting at
the feet of Jesus. Once we untangle ourselves from the work and focus on the true need, then
perspectives can change toward healthy, balanced living.

What is your motivation? Why do you do what you do? Is love at the center of it all?

Prayer

Lord, reveal to me the things | may be blind to see that cause others harm or pain. May all my actions be
of pure intent and benefit most the most vulnerable. May | be a good steward of the giftings and talents
given unto me, and may they fully bring you glory. Amen.



