
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL 2024
This year’s Advent Devotional was written by Pittsburgh Theological Seminary alumnae/i. A special thanks to our friend of the Seminary Anthony
Tuell who voiced this year's recordings.

Dec. 1, 2024 | The Rev. Dr. Alan D. Olson ’14/'24 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 2, 2024 | The Rev. Canon Eric McIntosh ’12 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 3, 2024 | The Rev. Mary (Jo) Ramsey ’99 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 4, 2024 | The Rev. Caitlin Werth ’10 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 5, 2024 | The Rev. Robin Sharp ’18 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 6, 2024 | The Rev. Dr. Scott Dennis ’13 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 7, 2024 | Margaret Heidenreich ’24 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 8, 2024 | The Rev. Carolyn Cranston ’99 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 9, 2024 | The Rev. Lisa J. Lyon ’92 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio
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Dec. 10, 2024 | The Rev. Dr. Richard W. Wingfield ’02/’13 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 11, 2024 | The Rev. Mikayla Kovacik-Doepker ’19 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 12, 2024 | The Rev. Jelty Ochotan ’11 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 13, 2024 | Sarah Betzig ’21 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 14, 2024 | The Rev. Dr. Martha Murchison ’09 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 15, 2024 | The Rev. Amanda Horan ’20 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 16, 2024 | The Rev. Mary Catherine (Kay) Day ’97 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 17, 2024 | The Rev. Drew Himes ’13 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 18, 2024 | The Rev. Emily Cooper ’19 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 19, 2024 | The Rev. Bill LaVelle ’89 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 20, 2024 |The Rev. Timothy Goodman ’11 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 21, 2024 | The Rev. Norma Prina Murphy ’93 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 22, 2024 | The Rev. Nathan Carlson ’11 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 23, 2024 | The Rev. Andrew Tennant ’12 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 24, 2024 | The Rev. Rebecca L. Dix ’15/’17 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

Dec. 25, 2024 | Dr. Elayne Arrington '21 | Online | PDF | Scripture Audio | Devotional Audio

 

ADVENT RESOURCE KIT

In the Waiting Room of Reconciliation: An Advent Re(ection
In this Advent reflection, D.Min. student the Rev. Jack Miller reminds us that Jacob, facing fear and guilt over his past deception of Esau, trusts in God’s
promise of steadfast love and pleads for protection as he seeks reconciliation. In Advent, we too prepare our hearts for Christ’s arrival, recognizing our own
need for deliverance and turning to God for mercy, guidance, and transformative grace. 

Read this Advent Reflection.

Christmas Eve Skit
This skit, by the Rev. Dr. Clint Cottrell '00, uses humor to depict the chaos and stress of Christmas preparations, reminding everyone that Christmas is ultimately
about celebrating Jesus' birth. It encourages us to focus on worshiping Jesus, sharing God’s love, and recognizing Christmas as a time for gratitude and
connection with God and others.

Download the Skit.

Advent Meditations: Peace and Joy
In these Advent meditations on peace and joy, the Rev. Diane Flynn '17 reflects on the peace of Christ and that we should root our joy in God’s grace and
share it with others.

Read these Advent meditations.

Big Book of Advent - Year 
This compendium of devotionals follows the Daily Lectionary readings for Advent Year 1. In this resource, you will find one or more devotionals and
accompanying prayers on each of the passages listed,

Download the Big Book of Advent - Year 1
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We also encourage you to use these resources, previously included in our Advent Resource Kits.

Longest Night Worship Resources
In recent years, many churches have chosen to offer a Service of the Longest Night or Blue Christmas service. The idea is to create a space to sit with the less
cheerful emotions of the holidays—not to wallow in sadness but to find hope amidst the pain. Use these resources from PTS Director of Continuing
Education the Rev. Erik Hoeke to plan your service.

Download Longest Night Worship Resources

THE BRIGHTEST STAR: CHILDREN’S SERMON
The Rev. Jeremy Collins ’14 shares this children’s sermon for use in your Christmas Eve or Christmas Day worship service.

Download Children's Sermon

Renaming the Advent Candles
In this liturgy, the Rev. Jeff Eddings '08 renames the traditional Advent candles of hope, peace, love, and joy to spaciousness, contemplation, commitment, and
imagination. Consider using these weekly readings this year as you light the Advent candles in your church.

Download the liturgy

Planning an Advent service of word and song at your church? Check out this bulletin from a service at Pittsburgh Seminary. The PDF provides song suggestions
as well as prayers and background info about the Advent season.

Download PDF

You Can't Always Get What You Want! A Study of Micah
Just what kind of savior is Jesus—the kind we want, or the kind we need? In this brief lesson from the prophet Micah, James A. Kelso Professor Emeritus of
Hebrew and Old Testament the Rev. Dr. Steven Tuell helps us understand the kind of distance Jesus bridges in order to set us on the right path. Consider
incorporating it into your celebration of communion during Advent.

Download Micah study

For even more Advent resources, visit the Seasonal Resources - Advent section of our website. 

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically reflective ministry and to
scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their topics of research
and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral
care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry, Continuing Education, Faith
Forming Families Network, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission Initiative. Alums, there's also one for
you!
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