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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute
Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation,
spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archacology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 14, 2019
SCRIPTURE

DEUTERONOMY 9:23-10:5

9:23 And when the LORD sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, “Go up and occupy the land that I have given you,” you rebelled
against the command of the LORD your God, neither trusting him nor obeying him. 24 You have been rebellious against the LORD as
long as he has known you. 25 Throughout the forty days and forty nights that I lay prostrate before the LORD when the LORD intended
to destroy you, 26 I prayed to the LORD and said, “Lord GOD, do not destroy the people who are your very own possession, whom
you redeemed in your greatness, whom you brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 27 Remember your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob; pay no attention to the stubbornness of this people, their wickedness and their sin, 28 otherwise the land from which you have
brought us might say, ‘Because the LORD was not able to bring them into the land that he promised them, and because he hated them,
he has brought them out to let them die in the wilderness.” 29 For they are the people of your very own possession, whom you brought
out by your great power and by your outstretched arm.” 10:1 At that time the LORD said to me, “Carve out two tablets of stone like the
former ones, and come up to me on the mountain, and make an ark of wood. 2 I will write on the tablets the words that were on the
former tablets, which you smashed, and you shall put them in the ark.” 3 So I made an ark of acacia wood, cut two tablets of stone like
the former ones, and went up the mountain with the two tablets in my hand. 4 Then he wrote on the tablets the same words as before,
the ten commandments that the LORD had spoken to you on the mountain out of the fire on the day of the assembly; and the LORD
gave them to me. 5 So I turned and came down from the mountain, and put the tablets in the ark that I had made; and there they are, as
the LORD commanded me.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. David Schell, M.Div. / Pastor, Fairplain Presbyterian Church, Benton Harbor, Mich.
Carve. Come. Make.

Moses spent 40 days and nights on Mt. Horeb pleading with God not to destroy Israel, and the first words credited to God are three
actions: Carve, Come, and Make.

Carve the tablets.
Come to the mountain.
Make an ark of wood.

Moses’ first required action was not to come to God, but to prepare to come to God. Do the hard hammer work of carving out a space to
receive God’s word. Carve this chunk of stone into something suitable for receiving what God had to say.

Then, once he was prepared, Moses was to Come to the mountain. Come and hear the words of God, who says, “I will write on the
tablets the words that were on the former tablets.”

Finally, Make. After carving a space for God’s word, and coming to God to receive it, Moses is to Make a space for God’s word—a
physical space where God’s word will be kept and honored and, hopefully, obeyed.

How often do we casually flip open our Bibles without having done the work in advance to carve our hearts of stone into the kind of
surface onto which God can speak God’s word? How often do we fail to come to hear God’s word at all? And how often do we climb
down from the mountain and deposit the word God has spoken to us in any old place, rather than in a specially made place of privilege in
our hearts to be honored and obeyed?

PRAYER

God who still speaks, remind us to listen. Remind us to prepare our hearts to hear, as Moses prepared the tablets. Remind us to come in
eagerness to hear the word you speak. And help us to keep that word close in our hearts—and by your loving power obey it.
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