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SCRIPTURESCRIPTURE

ROMANS 5:1-11ROMANS 5:1-11

1 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we
have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only
that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
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6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous
person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that
while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we
be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death
of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11 But more than that, we even boast in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

DEVOTIONDEVOTION
The Rev. Greg Steible ’14

I was 16 years old. You’ve been there? Everything is dramatic, everything is over the top, everything is either the greatest
thing on earth or the worst reality imaginable. Come to think of it, that sounds about like my current reality, too. But I was 16
years old and I was new to the faith. I stumbled on this passage one Sunday morning, bored during a sermon, flipping
through the blue pew Bible. To say this passage changed my life would be a little bit of an understatement.

We boast in our hope of sharing the glory, and we boast in our suffering. That dichotomous truth struck me as so deeply
real, and good, and helpful. Few are strangers to suffering. This season is, in many ways, structured as a remembrance of
suffering, and the idea that our friend Paul reminds us that this suffering has transcendent value is powerful. Suffering,
endurance, character, and hope in Christ—these, each of them, are gifts. We revel in our suffering, not as masochists
enjoying the pain, but as transformed and transforming beloved children of God. These sufferings are opportunities for the
most poignant of love, the gentlest of grace, the rowdiest of justices, the fullest opportunities to glimpse Jesus. I didn’t get
that at 16, but as I’ve sat with these words in more tangible sufferings, I’ve come to see a much more full image of Jesus in a
suffering world.

Friends, I’d like to invite you into that boasting—into moments of seeing Christ’s hope this week. Even as we may see
suffering all around, we know that Jesus is right there with us.

PRAYERPRAYER
Holy Christ, suffering and glorifying Lord, sit with us. Help us to see the hope we have in you, which transcends all. Help us
to be instruments of that hope in your beautiful world. Amen.
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Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.
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FACULTYFACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTSVISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry,
Continuing Education, Faith Forming Families Network, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute,
and World Mission Initiative. Alums, there's also one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
Phone: 412-362-5610
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