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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute
Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation,
spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archacology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL MARCH 28, 2019

SCRIPTURE

JOHN 8:21-32

21 Again he said to them, “I am going away, and you will search for me, but you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot
come.” 22 Then the Jews said, “Is he going to kill himself? Is that what he means by saying, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23
He said to them, “You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die
in your sins, for you will die in your sins unless you believe that I am he.” 25 They said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them,
“Why do I speak to you at all? 26 I have much to say about you and much to condemn; but the one who sent me is true, and I declare to
the world what I have heard from him.” 27 They did not understand that he was speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said,
“When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will realize that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own, but I speak these things
as the Father instructed me. 29 And the one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what is pleasing to him.”
30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him. 31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my
word, you are truly my disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”

DEVOTIONAL

The Rev. Luke Farwell, D.Min. — Reformed Theology / Minister of Word and Sacrament, First United Presbyterian Church of
De Pere, Green Bay, Wis.

In the United States, a free press is understood to function in society as a counterbalance to the government’s inherent inclination toward
the abuse of power. The inestimable value of the press is therefore tied to the veracity of its reporting. The free press is useful to its
citizens, and preserving of their freedoms, insofar as it can be trusted.

In John 8:21-32 we find Jesus engaged in a heated debate with his peers concerning the truth of His identity and their general
misunderstanding His ministry and mission. The Gospel of John portrays Jesus as besought and beleaguered by those who are in need of
the truth but who struggle to trust His words. In today’s reading, we are challenged by the crowd’s question to Jesus, “Who are you?”
Never has there been uttered a more important question. Who is this person called Jesus of Nazareth?

In our nation, we are at crisis point regarding people’s distrust of the very news they hear on a daily basis. As Christians, we proclaim
that the source of our Truth allows us to understand in His light all other truths so that we might discern and recognize what can be
trusted. Jesus promised his disciples, “you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” This Lent let us commit ourselves in
deepening our understanding of God’s Truth as it has been disclosed to us in the person of Jesus Christ. By doing so we will be better
equipped to seek, uphold, and share the truth of God’s love with the world.

PRAYER

Gracious God, You are the Truth that sets us free to be citizens of your kingdom. Let us, therefore, rejoice in the truth as we seek to
follow your Son, who came to set all people free from the chains of ignorance and injustice. Help us to recognize our own duplicitous
nature in spreading falsehoods and seeking to mislead others. Bring us into the light of your Son, that we might repent of our sins and
recommit ourselves to the sharing of your Good News. Amen.
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mission. The Gospel of John portrays Jesus as besought and beleaguered by those who are in need of the truth but who struggle to trust His words. In today’s
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called Jesus of Nazareth?
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