
LENT DEVOTIONAL 2019 
FIND YOUR PROGRAM  APPLY ONLINE  VISIT CAMPUS  REQUEST INFO

https://www.pts.edu/
https://www.pts.edu/Alums
https://www.pts.edu/calendar-main_php
https://mailserver.pts.edu/owa
http://my.pts.edu/
https://ptseminary.instructure.com/login/canvas
https://www.pts.edu/find-your-program
https://my.pts.edu/ICS/Admissions/
https://www.pts.edu/Visit_PTS
https://www.pts.edu/Request_Info


ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARYABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for
theologically reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENTBECOME A STUDENT

Master's

Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMSCERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization

Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMSSPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology

Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTYFACULTY
In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more
about their topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTSEVENTS
The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission,
vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing
of upcoming events.

VISIT PTSVISIT PTS
Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTSSTAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS
Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum.
Alums, there's also one for you!
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SCRIPTURESCRIPTURE

JOHN 8:33-47JOHN 8:33-47
33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son
makes you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are descendants of Abraham; yet you look for an opportunity to
kill me, because there is no place in you for my word. 38 I declare what I have seen in the Father’s presence; as for you, you
should do what you have heard from the Father.” 39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you
were Abraham's children, you would be doing what Abraham did, 40 but now you are trying to kill me, a man who has told
you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41 You are indeed doing what your father does.” They
said to him, “We are not illegitimate children; we have one father, God himself.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your
Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now I am here. I did not come on my own, but he sent me. 43 Why do
you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot accept my word. 44 You are from your father the devil, and you
choose to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is
no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I
tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47
Whoever is from God hears the words of God. The reason you do not hear them is that you are not from God.”

DEVOTIONALDEVOTIONAL
Daniel J. DeBrucker, Church Planting and Revitalization Certificate / Graduate Student, Union Theological
Seminary in New York City, N.Y. / National Organizer, Presbyterian Network to End Homelessness

“‘We are not illegitimate children; we have one father, God himself.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would
love me, for I came from God and now I am here. I did not come on my own, but he sent me’” (vv. 41-42). During these 40
days of reflection on Jesus’ death for our sins and the renewal of our baptismal commitment, a lot is at stake.  Are we
following Jesus, or our own sinful desires?

My work with homeless and low-income individuals allows me to ask this question of myself when I am on the streets. Jesus
tells us, “everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin” (John 8:34). When we pass by someone in need in order to take care
of our own needs first, that is sin. And “the slave has no permanent place in the household” (v. 35). When we feed the
hungry, house the homeless, put clothes on the naked, we are following Jesus, who invited all to feast at the table.

A couple of years ago in Portland, I stopped under a bridge to escape an approaching rainstorm. There I met Charlie. Charlie
had lost his home and family, but not his dignity. Charlie had also lost his church—it had kicked him out because of his
substance use and joblessness—but not his faith. We prayed, and when I asked him what he missed about church, his
response was, “Communion.” He knew that his sins were hurting himself and others, and it had been close to twenty-years
since he had taken Communion. I told him to hang on, then brought a pastor friend, some coffee, and a sandwich, and the
three of us, under the bridge, shared Communion. We all cried; then Charlie blessed us on our way. I left with the amazing
feeling that we had pleased God, and the Spirit was alive in Charlie. Charlie had prayed for our visit for nearly two decades.
Isn’t it amazing how the Holy Spirit works!

PRAYERPRAYER
Creator and sustainer, here we are, thanking you for the day of Easter ahead and the laughter of your children of all ages.
Lord, we sometimes fall off the wagon and think of ourselves before others, including the strangers we have yet to meet. You
remind us of this failing, yet stick by us through all our errors. Lord, we are blessed to be children in your kingdom, and
though we are not perfect, we know you understand and are there to guide us. Please keep our brothers and sisters safe,
give us the hope we are seeking, and remind us of our baptism, especially during this Lenten season. In your Holy Name we
pray. Amen.
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