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ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Church Planting and Revitalization
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Church Planting Initiative

Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute
Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation,
spiritual formation, pastoral care and counseling, archacology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.

VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Church Planting Initiative (monthly), Continuing Education
(monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also one for you!
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LENT DEVOTIONAL APRIL 11, 2019
SCRIPTURE

JEREMIAH 26:1-24

1 At the beginning of the reign of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, this word came from the LORD: 2 Thus says the LORD: Stand
in the court of the Lord’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that come to worship in the house of the LORD; speak to them all
the words that I command you; do not hold back a word. 3 It may be that they will listen, all of them, and will turn from their evil way,
that I may change my mind about the disaster that I intend to bring on them because of their evil doings. 4 You shall say to them: Thus
says the LORD: If you will not listen to me, to walk in my law that I have set before you, 5 and to heed the words of my servants the
prophets whom I send to you urgently — though you have not heeded—=6 then I will make this house like Shiloh, and I will make this
city a curse for all the nations of the earth. 7 The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the
house of the LORD. 8 And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, then
the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9 Why have you prophesied in the name of the
LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?”” And all the people gathered around
Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 10 When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the house
of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the LORD. 11 Then the priests and the prophets said to
the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death because he has prophesied against this city, as you have
heard with your own ears.” 12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “It is the LORD who sent me to
prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 13 Now therefore amend your ways and your doings, and obey
the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will change his mind about the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 14 But as
for me, here I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you. 15 Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you
will be bringing innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to speak all
these words in your ears.” 16 Then the officials and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, “This man does not deserve the
sentence of death, for he has spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God.” 17 And some of the elders of the land arose and said to
all the assembled people, 18 “Micah of Moresheth, who prophesied during the days of King Hezekiah of Judah, said to all the people of
Judah: ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts,

Zion shall be plowed as a field;
Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins,
and the mountain of the house a wooded height.’

19 Did King Hezekiah of Judah and all Judah actually put him to death? Did he not fear the LORD and entreat the favor of the LORD,
and did not the LORD change his mind about the disaster that he had pronounced against them? But we are about to bring great disaster
on ourselves!” 20 There was another man prophesying in the name of the LORD, Uriah son of Shemaiah from Kiriath-jearim. He
prophesied against this city and against this land in words exactly like those of Jeremiah. 21 And when King Jehoiakim, with all his
warriors and all the officials, heard his words, the king sought to put him to death; but when Uriah heard of it, he was afraid and fled and
escaped to Egypt. 22 Then King Jehoiakim sent Elnathan son of Achbor and men with him to Egypt, 23 and they took Uriah from Egypt
and brought him to King Jehoiakim, who struck him down with the sword and threw his dead body into the burial place of the common
people. 24 But the hand of Ahikam son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah so that he was not given over into the hands of the people to be
put to death.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Brenda Barnes (M.Div. ’07), D.Min. — Reformed Theology / Pastor, NuValley Presbyterian Church, Rural Valley, Pa.

Jeremiah has no choice—he must speak for God with the message God has given to him. The occasion of Jeremiah’s prophecy was
probably New Year’s Day, when many people were to come to the Temple area to see Jehoiakim crowned as king. It was a time of crisis
for the nation of Judah—a time of political upheaval. The people came to the Temple to find reassurance and protection in the new
leadership.

But Jeremiah’s words are not words of comfort and peace. Instead, his words stir up the emotions of the princes, the people, the priests,
and the false prophets (LXX vv. 7, 8, 11, 16). “Amend your ways and your doings,” Jeremiah says, with full assurance that the words
come from God (v. 13). The princes (officials of the king’s court) and the people side with Jeremiah because the words come from God.
But the priests and false prophets decide he should be put to death. There is an impasse: two groups against two other groups—and
Jeremiah, standing in their midst with confidence and power. Let us take note of the bold action of God’s faithful, namely, when
leadership was found lacking, the people stepped up to voice what they knew to be God’s righteous way.

PRAYER

Lord God, help our leaders to recognize you in all the ways they lead us. Help us to amend our ways. Give us voice to call out injustice
and remind others of your word. For the sake of Christ we pray. Amen.
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