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SCRIPTURE

John 1:1-18

1 In the begmnning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being, What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming
mnto the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his
own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word becane flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.””’) 16 Fromhis fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. John T. Campbell °74, Pastoral Ministry (1999)

During my very first week in Greek class with Dr. William Orr at Pittsburgh Seminary, we were required to memorize the first verses of John 1: “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” This, for St. John, and for you and me, is set in the context of God’s creation,
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incarnation, and re-creation.

Easter morning demonstrates God continuing to give the gift of life to his people. This festival of re-creation is God’s celebration of humanity. It is God’s
entrusting of God’s self to human beings—to you and to me—through God’s incarnation. Divinity was clothed in humanity so that humanity might be clothed in
divinity. Easter means that you and I are holy and ntended to be holy, not as an achievement on our own, but as a gift from God. This is the gift of Christmas
that culminates in Easter—the gift that empowers us to become children of God.

Have you ever thought of yourself as a sacrament? Have you ever looked at someone across the street and said, “Hey, look! There is the sacramental image of
God’? What is it that prevents us, do you think, from seeing that image in ourselves and each other? In Jewish tradition, rabbis recount that each person has a
procession of angels walking ahead of him or her and crying out, “Make way for the image of God.”” Can we even begin to imagine how very different our lives
and our world might be if we lived with this as the reality and truth that guides our lives? It would mean that everywhere we go, God’s angels would go before us
shouting out loudly and clearly, “Here comes an image of God!””!

And so, what Easter morning means for us is the fulfiliment of the Incarnation, that day known to us as Christmas, as “God with us” to share our joys and bear
our sorrows. In truth, 33 years of “God with us” continues today, for us, in the power and presence of the Holy Spirit!

And so, ifthat is the truth of Easter for us, then it may also be the Easter truth for our next-door neighbor, for those we love, for those we fear, for those who
are like us and those who are different, for the stranger, and yes, even for our enemies. It means that we cannot limit Easter to a one-day event. We must begin
to think of the “Easter Son-Rise” as a style of daily living and a way of being. We must begin to understand Easter as a verb rather than a noun—and to live out
our daily lives with that understanding,

PRAYER

Our Lord and our God, on this day when we celebrate your resurrection, help us to come to understand that Easter is much more than a one-day celebration
each year. Help all of us to know and understand ourselves as an “image of You.”” And empower us to live out our daily lives as your image to our family,
friends, neighbors, strangers, and yes, even, our enemies. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of students for theologically reflective ministry and to
scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A HYBRID STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry
Certificates

Non-Degree

PTS NEIGHBORHOOD COLLABORATIVE RESOURCE PROGRAMS

Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Continuing Education

Faith Forming Families Network

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

‘World Mission Initiative

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their topics of research
and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering,

EVENTS

The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual formation, pastoral
care and counseling, archacology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.
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VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Semmnary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry, Continuing Education, Faith
Forming Families Network, Kelso Museum, Metro-Urban Institute, Miller Summer Youth Institute, and World Mission Initiative. Aluns, there's also one for
you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
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