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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER 14, 2021

SCRIPTURE

Revelation 3:14-22
14 "And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the origin of God's creation:

15 "I know your works; you are neither cold nor hot. [ wish that you were either cold or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot,  am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 For you say, 'l am rich, | have prospered, and | need nothing.' You do not realize that
you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18 Therefore | counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you may be rich;
and white robes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen; and salve to anoint your eyes so that you may
see. 19 I reprove and discipline those whom Ilove. Be earnest, therefore, and repent. 20 Listen! | am standing at the door, knocking; if you
hear my voice and open the door, | will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me. 21 To the one who conquers | will give a place with
me on my throne, just as | myself conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the
Spiritis saying to the churches."

DEVOTIONAL
The Rev. Carolyn Cranston '99

Jesus, “the Amen, the faithful and true witness, who is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,” loves God’s children with the same
passion he desires from us in return. It is easy to become complacent and lukewarm, and we may wonder if Jesus will spit us out from his
mouth. A personal inventory would help us evaluate our lives as to whether we are rich materially or spiritually. If we have no spiritual depth,
Jesus may say to us, as he said to the Laodiceans in John's vision, “You do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and
naked.”
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What litmus test would demonstrate that our hearts are on fire and have a zeal for Jesus Christ? Passionate Christians invest in God, not the
world. We worship God, not because we have to, but because it is our greatest desire. Our esteem does not come through the eyes of
others. We stop caring about what other people think of our actions and become concerned with what God thinks of our heart.

Rather than fearing the penalty of sin, we strive to be free from sin. We believe that life in Christ is far better than our old ways of living. It
becomes exhilarating to share the knowledge and love of Christ with others.

Most importantly, we give up control of our lives, loving God with our entire being. People who are passionate about God walk in faith, not
knowing what lies ahead but trusting God in all things.

Jesus stands at the door and knocks, with the great hope that we will open the door and invite him into our lives. He does not barge in where
he is unwanted. Jesus waits expectantly, with great patience. Will we open the door and invite him to enter? Itis Christ's greatest desire and
our only hope.

PRAYER

Jesus, we trust that you want the best for us and only discipline us out of your great love. Ignite a fire in us, Lord, that we might live as your
faithful disciples. When you knock on the door, Jesus, open our ears that we might hear and invite you into our hearts. Amen.

ABOUT PITTSBURGH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Rooted in the Reformed tradition, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary is committed to the formation of women and men for theologically
reflective ministry and to scholarship in service to the global Church of Jesus Christ.

BECOME A STUDENT

Master's
Doctor of Ministry

Non-Degree

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

Graduate Certificate in Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Graduate Certificate in Ministry

Graduate Certificate in Missional Leadership

Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies

Graduate Certificate in Urban Ministry

Spiritual Formation Certificate (non-degree)

SPECIAL PROGRAMS

Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry
Continuing Education

Kelso Museum of Near Eastern Archaeology
Miller Summer Youth Institute

Metro-Urban Institute

World Mission Initiative

Zeitah Excavations

FACULTY

In addition to their on-campus duties, our faculty are experts in their fields and are available to preach and teach. Learn more about their
topics of research and writing and invite them to present at your congregation or gathering.

EVENTS
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The Seminary hosts a wide range of events—many of them free!—on topics of faith including church planting, mission, vocation, spiritual
formation, pastoral care and counseling, archaeology, and many more. Visit our calendar often for a listing of upcoming events.
VISIT PTS

Interested in the Seminary? Come visit us!

STAY IN TOUCH WITH PTS

Sign-up to receive the Seminary's newsletters: Seminary News (monthly), Center for Adaptive and Innovative Ministry (monthly),
Continuing Education (monthly), World Mission Initiative (monthly), Metro-Urban Institute (quarterly), and Kelso Museum. Alums, there's also
one for you!

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
616 North Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

Phone: 412-362-5610
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